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Racefoil Pro - speed and manoeuvrability on race and slalom boards 


The Gaastra Sails speed story is based upon lad... not fiction. At 
38,86 knots (72 km/hr). Pascal Maka is by far the fastest sailor in the 
world. In fact. Gaastra sailors hold practically every major speed 
record. When Pascal sailed 25 knots in only 17 knots of wind at the 
Speed Trials in Weymouth, he let sailors all over the world know, you 
don’t need 40 knots of wind to go fast. What you need, is a fast sail. 
And now, the revolutionary ADTR (Aero Dynamic Test Rig) ensures the 
fastest sails in the world,are even faster in '88! Whether you compete 

al local events, or just wanl to go faster than your friends, Gaastra has 
just the sail for you. Don't 

settle for 2nd or 3rd... Insist 
on the world’s fastest sails! tMsk 
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Improve your speed sailing, travel to Texas 
for some king-sized wind, cruise warm Carib¬ 
bean waves and get hammered at the Nassau 
regatta. Sail the pros’ rigs with Tom James and 
get the lowdown on this year’s new slalom 
boards. 


► Features 


Better Board Speed 36 

Explore the elements of speed with Greg Aguera as he explains how to increase 
your speed on slalom, one-design, and funboards. 

Sailing the Pros’ Rigs 46 

What's it like to borrow Fred Haywood’s speed board or Dave Kalama’s wave 
board? Tom James tells all. 

South Padre Island 54 

Between the spring and fall thermals and the winter fronts, the southern Texas 
coast gets plenty of wind Glenn McKinlay guides you to the best spots around 
South Padre Island. 

Bahamas Regatta 64 

No one left this race complaining about light winds! Contributing writer Eric San¬ 
ford came, he saw, he didn’t conquer... but at least he survived. 

HotShots 72 

More hot action from our contributing photographers and yet another new per¬ 
spective on the sport 

Board Test 76 

This month, it’s slalom boards: 11 top new designs fresh from our windy 
WmdRider testing grounds in Aruba. 

Dominican Republic 98 

Is the north shore of Hispaniola really the "Paia of the Caribbean?’’ Lisa 
Neuburger thinks so. 

WindBider WindFinder 124 

Visit Miami's backyard wave spot* Virginia Key. Relive the Atlantic Cup-when it 
blew, it really blew. Sample Louisiana’s Lake Pontchartrain and sail Cajun-style. 
When the wind really kicks up in California's San Luis Reservoir, they close the 
roads. Check out the latest Mistral High Wind Center in Curacao. 

► Instruction ► Departments 


Innovations 24 
Intermediate 26 
Learning the Ropes 28 
Basics 32 
Performance 34 
Equipment 118 


Editorial 8 
Letters 12 
Board Briefs 15 
Profile 22 
Gearing Up 120 
Cutbacks 138 


Cover: Sue Harris cruises Aruba's green waters. To get the shot, photographer 
Darrell Jones mast-mounted a camera with a radio-controlled shutter. 
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N ot long ago, boardsailing did 
not exist as an organized sport 
and it’s still evolving and 
growing. Because our sport is 
so young, its official 
organizations-like the United States 
Boardsailing Association (USBA) and 
the Professional Windsurfing Associa¬ 
tion (PWA)-are still grappling with such 
concerns as beach access, liability, 
safety, and race coordination. 

That last issue presents us with 
some hotly-debated and perplexing 
challenges. While most windsurfers 
don’t race-Mistral estimates, for 
example, that only 12 to 15 percent of 
all Mistral board owners race more than 
once or twice a year-some of the 
changes proposed by the new PWA 
may result in an increase in the number 
of competitors. 

In a letter to the USBA Board of 
Directors, Nevin Sayre says on behalf of 
the PWA, “The existing system of pro 
and amateur classes does not 
work...Growth of the sport is hampered 
without the structure and social events 
that go hand-in-hand with a system of 
competition. Simply put, many sailors 
do not regularly race because they do 
not want to contend with the arms race 
necessary to be competitive.” 

The PWA proposes that the profes¬ 
sional and amateur classes be elimi¬ 
nated in favor of open and production 
classes. The production class would 
be limited to hulls made from a mold 
that has produced a minimum of 500 
other boards of the same weight; of 
these, at least 250 must be made 
available to the general public. The 
open class would be without design 
restrictions. The PWA feels that the 
production class would offer racers fair 
competition at an affordable price. 

There are obviously some benefits 
to this approach. Production class 
racing would give racers the opportu¬ 
nity to pit their skills against others in a 
fair format. It would give manufacturers 
an incentive to refine production 
equipment and could also generate the 
impetus for creating an ideal one-de- 
sign. What’s more, the introduction of a 
production class would surely help the 
USBA create a national ranking system. 

But will the creation of open and 
production classes really save money 
for the non-professional racer? Let’s 
take a closer look. 

The best custom race boards 
available, hull only, cost just about 


counterparts run as high as half that 
amount or more, hull only, although 
they are considered to be more 
durable For racing, each type of hull 
will require five or six different rigs; 
each sail may cost as much as $500 
So even in the unlikely event that a 
production racer buys only one hull, 
how much money has he really saved? 

A more relevant question is: How 
long will a serious competitor in the 
production class stay on one board? 
You know the answer to that one! Be¬ 
cause our sport is still evolving, serious 
racers, professional and amateur, must 
constantly check out new equipment 
and refinements to stay on the cutting 
edge. The refinement and modification 
race has slowed dramatically in recent 
months and may level off in the years to 
come. We are already seeing changes 
that are more evolutionary than revolu¬ 
tionary. However, since a true leveling 
off hasn’t occurred, and since it 
probably won’t happen soon, we feel 
that racing will continue to be a fairly 
expensive proposition-for a while, 
anyway. So if we change to an open/ 
production racing format, let’s do it 
because it fosters fairer competition; it 
probably won’t save competitors much 
money. 

We’re anxious to see changes in the 
sport that will bring more participants 
into the competitive, as well as the 
recreational, arena and we support the 
efforts of the USBA and PWA. We want 
to see more amateurs out racing and 
we want to see the pros stay right on 
course. 

So much for our viewpoint! The 
important question is: How do you feel 
about these issues? Do you think the 
open/production class option would 
bring more competitors into the sport? 
Would you be more likely to race as an 
amateur than you would in a produc¬ 
tion-class event? 

We want to know what you think. 

And we want to relay your comments to 
the organizations that can really use 
your ideas to make a difference-like the 
USBA and the PWA. Write us here at 
the magazine: Editor, PO Box 2456, 
Winter Park, FL 32790. We’re anxious 
to hear from you! 
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convertible batten, they provide 
power and ease of handling. 

Designer Robert Karpovitch 
Sail Sizes: 3.6/4.0/4.4/4.9/5.6 
UP Ultra Profile Sails 
1020 Sherman Avenue 
Hamden, CT 06514 

Pa'fa, Sails, 42 Lae Place, Pa'ia, Hawaii 96779 


The Eskimo Sails are the product 
of the collaboration between UP 
Sails and its research and develop¬ 
ment center on Maui, Pa'ia Sails. 
Lightweight and strong, they are 
designed for sailors who are look¬ 
ing for efficiency and ease in tran¬ 
sitions. Semi-soft sails with a 


ypo it usa 

1020 Sherman Ave., Hamden, CT 06514 
203-281-7877 
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Are you 
thinking of joining 
the 

Sailboard Business? 


If so, Sports Ink 

has the answers 
to your 

research needs. 


Sports Ink has 

been researching 
the sailboard 
business since 
1980 and offers 
complete market 
analysis for 
the sport. 


• Sailboard News: The 
International Trade Journal 
of Windsurfing. Monthly, 4 
color magazineavailableto 
the Trade only. $20 for 12 
issues. 


* Sailboard Industry 
Overview: A bound 70 page 
report on all of the markets. 
$75. 


• SBN Blue Book: The 
ComprehensiveGuidetothe 
Sailboard and Active Sports 
Market. $7.95. 


• Sailboard News letter: 
Monthly "insiders’’ report. 

^ 35 ' Information for 
Suppliers 
Retailers 

Sales Representatives 
Manufacturers 

Call or write for more information 


( 802 ) 265-8153 


Serving the sport since 1980 


Turn Smith park Place, 
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the bottom line is that these are still the 
problematic straps that we panned in 
last year's reviews Granted, with some 
trimming these straps can be made 
quite small, but then, once they re cut, 
they can no longer be adjusted. 

As for the deck, including a mast 
foot is a good idea, but the consumer 
who wishes to use an after-market 
universal needs a router to do a proper 
job of retrofitting. 

We stand by our testers' findings 
and once again can only recommend 
that Klepper direct its attention to 
details that ultimately lead to good 
reviews and satisfied consumers 

Tom James 
Editor at Large 

HOW ABOUT A JIBE 

Thanks for a great magazine! After 
reading your waterstarting article in the 
November/December issue, I was 
finally able to get up on a shortboard 
while on vacation in St. Croix. Can't wait 
to start working on my duck jibes. Now, 
how about a step-by-step article on 
jibing? 


complaints, the 272 
jlied in the USA 
d extension that 
market and 
)uld the owner 
er base, this can 
very minor modifi¬ 
ed, which is the 
and which our 
o be the best in the 
tssume that there 
i finish of the test 


Dale Phillips 
Chicago, IL 

By the time this letter makes it into 
print, you should be thumbing through 
the 4X4 Jibe article in the March issue. 
And once you master those four basic 
jibes, you'll be ready for the story on 
perfecting jibes that will appear in one 
of our summer issues. 

OVERLOOKED 

Thanks to a typesetting error, the photo 
credits were omitted from our March is- 


plaints are the rea- 
ted in the top three 
3 category (the only 
not placed in the 
I hope this letter 
3 to make a more 
t. 


i the straps are 
jh, there is less 
iure your feet, but 


sue. (Sorry, guys.) If you wondered who 
shot what, the following photographers 
should get credit: Doug Acton: top, 
Table of Contents; Erik Aeder: bottom, 
Table of Contents. 28,30, 31, 47; Toby 
Armstrong: 99; Rick Bostick: 84-92; 

O.R. Braden: top of 14; Jon Foster: 
middle, Table of Contents, 48, 49, left of 
50, bottom of 50; Greg Huglin: top of 
13; Darrell Jones: 34-36, 66-69, 72, 74, 
75, 78; Tom King: 6, bottom of 13, 20 
24,26, top of54, 70, 71, 76, bottom of 
99; Jim Russi: bottom of 54; Eric 
Sanford: 18, 32,33, 46, middle of 50; 
and Cliff Webb: 60-64. 


WINPRincn 














M0 


■ 


i.-■ 


Photo: Darrell Jones 


Board: Cobra Slalom 270 


Take Off and Fly! 

The secret isn't a secret anymore. Cobra is in great shape. New for 1988: the Cobra Slalom. Speed shapes from the drawing board of 
world renowned shaper Guy Lilljgren. 

Optimum volume distribution, five panel bottom technology and race proven rail profiles translate into the shapes you want to be riaing 
now. deceptively quick, exceptionally smooth handling, incredible upwind ability Perfect for slalom racing 

Light and stiff. The Cobra trademark. 

The Cobra Slalom shapes are an extraordinary construction of composite materials brought into harmony through a painstaking, labor 
intensive manufacturing system. Cobra's unique production process combines the stiffness of an epoxy sandwich with the perfect detail 
found only in a custom board. 

The result: a strength to weight advantage you long for in a high performance board; a feeling of effortless speed and pin-point 
maneuverability. 

Cobra Slalom: unsurpassed windsurfing performance. 

Take Off and Fly. 

Slalom 270 - 8'10" high wind slalom racing and speed sailing. 

Slalom 280 - 9'4" light to medium wind slalom racing. 

At Fine Sailboard Shops Everywhere 



U.S. distribution exclusively by: 

FREEDOM MAUI 
P.O. Box 1098 
Old Saybrook, CT 06475 
203-388-0322 

Reader Service No. 124 
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IMPACT ZONE VIDEO • IWBA NAMES GRAVELINE • USBT TRAINING 


Woman Of The Year 

T he International 

Women's Boardsail¬ 
ing Association has 
named Anick Graveline the 
Woman of the Year for 
1987. The award was 
created to recognize those 
women who have made 
outstanding achievements 
to the world of windsurfing 
through competition, in 
business, or by promoting 
the sport. 



IWBA's Woman of the Year, 
Anick Graveline. 


The first recipient of the 
newly-created award, 
professional boardsailor 
Anick Graveline richly 
deserves this honor. Here 
are a few highlights of her 
long list of accomplish¬ 
ments: She is the winner of 
the 1987 and 1988 Baha¬ 
mas International Windsurf¬ 
ing Regatta; she won the 
1984 and 1987 Columbia 
Gorge Pro/Am; she was the 
overall winner of the 1985 
and 1986 Strohs American 
Slalom Tour in the women's 
division; she won the pro 
women's 1986 Cocos Cup; 
and, most notably, she is 
the 1987 World Cup 
women’s overall winner. 

Graveline, a native of 
Montreal, Canada, is 23 



and has been sailing for 
eight years, she has been 
a professional racer the last 
four. She began windsurf¬ 
ing on the lakes near her 
home, because she had "a 
longtime dream of traveling 
to warm tropical destina¬ 
tions." 

Travel certainly has 
been an integral part of her 
boardsailing career. She's 
been to Europe, Australia, 
South Africa, all around the 
Caribbean, and throughout 
the United States. When 
not windsurfing, she enjoys 
playing the piano and flute, 
and she writes for 
boardsailing publications. 
She has completed two 
years of college and plans 
to earn a degree in health 
sciences. 

In the meantime, Anick 
Graveline will continue to 
be a dominating force on 
the professional circuit. We 
congratulate her, and 
applaud the IWBA for their 
wisdom in choosing Anick 
Graveline "Woman of the 
Year." 


Finally: Windsurfing 
Video Comes of Age! 

I mpact Zone, Nagma 
Corp’s entry into the 
small world of windsurf¬ 
ing video, provides a much- 
needed injection of quality 
into a generally mediocre 
genre. Most sailors have 
been willing in the past to 
overlook choppy editing, 
intermittent focus, and out- 
of-date action for the fast 
rush of seeing great 
boardsailing on windless 
Saturday afternoons. But 
no more. 

Impact Zone is billed as a 
“windsurfing rockumen- 
tary," and the product lives 
up to its name. Producer/ 
Director Christopher Spain 
has smoothly combined the 
images of Hookipa 
wavesailing 

with the sounds of rock, 
bluegrass, fusion jazz, and 
blues. The soundtrack was 
recorded in hi-fi stereo by 
various artists, including 
Clarence "Gatemouth" 
Brown. 


Great sounds, but better 
sights. Impact Zone 
contains some of the most 
righteous wavesailing 
footage ever, capturing the 
high-flying stunts of Maui's 
favorite sons (and daugh¬ 
ters). The basic structure of 
the video revolves around a 
series of short segments: 
"relax-hold your breath," 
“it’s a pure adrenaline 
rush," and "the things you 
see in the air," to mention a 
few. "Air," for instance, 
opens with several brief, 
quirky interviews of Hookipa 
regulars Dave Wetter and 
Alex Aguera about wave 
jumping. The interviews 
then segue into a positively 
smoking sequence of aerial 
acrobatics set to fusion 
jazz. 

Included in the program 
are nuggets of Maui’s 
history and some tongue-in- 
cheek speculation on the 
evolution of the wavesailor 
by Fred Haywood. Also 
check out the viewer 
simulation segments filmed 
with the help of a helmet- 
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BOARD BRIEFS 


increase heat production, 
but as with the use of 
alcohol and marijuana, they 
increase blood flow to the 
skin and actually accelerate 
heat loss. The San Fran¬ 
cisco Bay temperature is 49 
degrees Fahrenheit in 
January. If a group of 
unprotected swimmers 
were exposed to water at 
this temperature for a 
period longer than 30 
minutes, there would be a 
50 percent mortality rate. 

Prevention of cold 
exposure includes the 
following routine safety 
measures: 1) sailing within 
strict limits of one's ability, 

2) regular maintenance of 
equipment, 3) avoidance of 
alcohol and drugs, 4) never 
sailing alone, 5) carrying 
torso thickness wetsuit with 
hood or a drysuit of 
appropriate thickness, 7) 
using a personal flotation 
device, 8) having knowl¬ 
edge of the local tides and 
currents, 9) never launching 
later than two hours before 
sunset, 10) prehydrating 
oneself with at least one 
glass of water before 
sailing, since substantial 
fluid losses should be 
anticipated. 

In the event of a 
boardsailing accident: 1) 

Call your buddy for help; 
pride at these moments will 
not serve you well. 2) Self¬ 
rescue in the standard 
fashion while you have the 
strength to do so. Always 


mounted camera. The 
point-of- view is very nearly 
eye-level, placing the 
viewer directly in the action. 
Bluesman Clarence 
“Gatemouth" Brown 
provides running commen¬ 
tary (“Don't look back, fool, 
look forward! Watch out!") 
and some scathing R & B 
backup. 

The true test of a windsurf¬ 
ing video, or any special- 
interest video, is the amount 
of excitement it generates 
in a non-participant. Well, 
Impact Zone generates 
enough power to set 
anyone to jumping in their 
seats. 

Hopefully, Nagma 
Corporation has more 
productions in the works; 
we’d particularly like to see 
them turn their talents to a 
feature on slalom racing or 
speedsailing. But for now, 
we recommend Impact 
Zone -a great emergency 
supply of wind and waves 
for those windless Saturday 
afternoons. Contributed by 
Jonathan Tuttle 


USBT Trains in 
Melbourne 




T he United States 
Boardsailing Team 
(USBT) held its elite 
camp in Melbourne, Florida, 
from January 9 through 17, 
1988. Members of the 
USBT's winter training 
squad, including Wade 
Aust, Steve Fenn, Mike 
Gebhardt, Sean Hawes, 

Bob Hodges, Alf Imperato, 
John Jackman, Eric Krebs, 
Billy Mason, Kevin Moore, 
Rinn Newmeyer, Mike 
O’Bryan, Darek Ostrowski, 
Andrew Parkinson, Kevin 
Quan, Kris Radkowski, 


Kirsten Snellenburg, Scott 
Steele, and Wendy Thom¬ 
son attended the session. 
Team members Ted Huang 
and Bert Rice were unable 
to attend due to school 
commitments, and Robert 
Normann and Lanee Butler 
couldn't make it because 
they represented the US at 
the World Youth Champion- 
ships--incidentally, Nor¬ 
mann won! 

The team trains in 
Melbourne on and off 
throughout the year. This 
mandatory training session 
was the kick-off for the 
Olympic Year training and 
was conducted by Major 
Hall. This session gave the 
team the opportunity to train 
on Lechner boards, which 
will be used in the Olym¬ 
pics, but which are not 
generally available. The 
training was extremely 
successful and productive, 
and it looks as though the 
United States will be well- 
represented at the 1988 
Summer Olympics. 


Conquering Cold 


uring these agoniz¬ 
ingly long, cold 
winter months, most 
sailors can only dream of 
screaming across the chop 
on a 4.0 m2 sail. However, 
there are sailors, who are 
willing to brave the 
elements and sail during 


the late winter and early 
spring storms. It is in these 
conditions that boardsailors 
are at the greatest risk for 
cold exposure and hypoth¬ 
ermia. 

Humans (including 
boardsailors) are homeoth- 
ermic, or warm-blooded, 
warm-weather, tropical 
animals who neither tolerate 
nor adapt well to the cold. 
The major physiologic 
responses to the stresses of 
cold consist of diverting 
blood from the skin to the 
body core (vasoconstric¬ 
tion) and shivering. Vaso¬ 
constriction can decrease 
skin blood flow 10 to 15 
fold, and shivering can 
increase heat production by 
500 percent. It is notewor¬ 
thy that the scalp is 
incapable of vasocon- 
stricting and remains a 
major source of heat loss 
during exposure. 

Heat is lost in two ways: 

1) by conduction, which is 
heat loss by direct contact, 
and 2) by convection, 
which is the movement of 
heated fluids away from the 
body. This occurs in both 
air and water, but since 
water can hold more energy 
per one degree rise in 
temperature and is a better 
thermoconductor than air, 
cold water immersion 
results in a two to five times 
greater loss of heat than 
exposure to similar tem¬ 
perature air. 

Exercise and shivering 
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“100 Minutes Of The Most 


Radical Wavesailing Action Ever Filmed 




Hosted By 
“Surfing Legend 
Corky Carroll 


with David Stanfield 


Coming Soon: 

The Aloha Classic III 
& Aloha Classic Tee Shirts 
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BOARD BRIEFS 



j stay with board. Dump the 
rig or parts of it as neces¬ 
sary 3) Minimize water 
exposure and activity. 4) 
Set off flares at regular 
intervals. 

If a fellow sailor has 
been exposed to the cold 
with the potential for 
hypothermia, immediately 
move him or her to a dry, 
warm environment, remove 
all wet clothing, and cover 
with blankets, towels, or 
clothes. If covering is 
j unavailable, sandwiching 
the sailor between two 
warm bodies is an alterna¬ 
tive mentioned in scuba 
diving literature. At a core 
temperature of less than 90 
degrees Fahrenheit 
shivering stops and the 
person may become 
uncooperative. Since 
1 confusion is a key sign of 
i advanced hypothermia. 

: and life-threatening 
complications such as heart 
j rhythm irregularities may 
follow, there must be no 
delay in seeking medical 
attention. Contributed by 
Nicholas Smedira, MD, and 
Robert Markison, MD 


The signing over of the fastest two-piece mast in the world. 


Fast Mast Giveaway 

W hen Olivier Auge 
sailed a 37.74-knot 
run over a 500- 
meter course at 


Chateauneuf, France, last 
November, he became the 
second-fastest speed sailor 
in the history of the sport In 
a speed trial which he 
himself organized, Auge 
bested his previous record 


of 32.86 knots by nearly five 
knots, which catapulted his 
world ranking from 38 to 
second. 

Using a Neil Pride 4.4- 
meter sail set on a two- 
piece Serfiac mast, Auge 
hammered through winds 
gustmg to 40 knots to 
record the fastest time of 
the event A few weeks after 
the trials, Auge visited our 
Florida offices and brought 
a gift with him the same 
two-piece Serfiac mast he 
used for his record-setting 
run. After dinner one 
evening, Auge pulled out a 
magic marker and dedi¬ 
cated his mast to 
WmdRider as a gift. 

We hung the mast on 
the wall, but later decided 
to share the wealth with our 
readers Our circulation 
director is now hatching up 
some sort of promotional 
campaign using the mast 
as a prize. So if you’d like to 
have a chance to score on 
the second-fastest mast in 
the world, stay tuned in for 
the next couple of issues 
until she thinks up some 
contest rules! 
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during this process of 
generating definitive data 
allowed engineers to 
integrate controlled energy 
dispersion into the board’s 
skin. Seatrend then had a 
qualified weaver of aero¬ 
space and commercial 
fabric weave a fabric that 
used full fiber dominated 
properties of glass fiber for 
impact strength. 

They used carbon fiber 
for stiffness to match that of 
the high fatigue resistance, 
uniform distribution of 
stress and low stress 
loading concentration of the 
board's high-tech tempera¬ 
ture prepreg urethane core. 
Ultimately, this provides the 
highest strength-to-weight 
ratio for sandwich core 
construction, and along 
with its high-impact shock 
absorption, the resulting 
composite structure offers 
enhanced performance 
levels. 


Windwing Designs 

(Note:lf you aren’t up on 
your fin theory, you might 


In an effort to achieve a 
higher strength-to-weight 
ratio, and higher tensile and 
flexural strengths, Seatrend 
has developed a fabric for 
the manufacture of their 
latest board which pro¬ 
duces significant benefits 
over previously used fabric 
laminates. 

Using a high percent¬ 
age of continuous filament 


aerospace carbon fiber, 
Seatrend has made a low- 
density, high-performance 
fabric that offers a greater 
degree of board stiffness 
for lightweight responsive¬ 
ness and impact strength. 

To create this fabric, 
panels with various combi¬ 
nations of glass content 
and fiber orientations were 
tested and the results 


New Skin From 
Seatrend 

I f you have never con¬ 
sidered the fact that 
windsurfing is a high- 
tech, high-performance 
sport, then you haven’t read 
up on all the latest innova¬ 
tions: like this one from 
Seatrend. 
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When you’re riding the rails, you’d 
better be wearing serious sportsglasses. 
Carrera Surf Gliders. 

Their polarized lenses protect your 
eyes from the glare of sunlight 
off the water. 

■\ Their big shield shape 
■\ lets you see clearly in all 
Wr directions. Their snug fit and 
s safety strap keep the water out. 

w Carrera Surf Gliders are •* 
lightweight, durable. And, just in 
case, they even float. 

Try a pair. Because, if you go like 
the wind, you have to see everything 
under the sun. 
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For peoplt who want 
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want to read the feature on 
fin design in this issue 
before getting into this one. 
Editor) 


A recent WindRider 
article ("The World 
Cup," Nov/Dec ’87, 
page 50) featured a new fin 
design, shown in the photo 
of Robby Naish’s race 
board (page 52). This fin 
has recently gained 
popularity with racers and 
performance sailors. Bill 
Hansen, designer of the fin, 
offers a look at this design’s 
background. 

Much attention has 
been given to the solution 
for catastrophic ventilation 
and the stalling of sailboard 
fins (spin-out). Sailing 
takes place at the boundary 
between vastly different 
fluids. Introduction of low 
density air severely disrupts 
the ability of a fin to 
generate lift. Excessive 
pressure differentials about 
the fin at high angles of 
attack result in a distortion 
of the air-water boundary. 
This distortion causes a 
large air bubble to be 
displaced from the surface, 
spanwise along the fin’s 
leeward side (ventilation). 
Spanwise flow (from 


root to tip) can be modified 
or reduced by alterations in 
planform, such as cutouts 
or reverse taper. Also, 
changes in thickness 
(pinching) may alter 
spanwise flow. The 
effectiveness of these 
techniques usually de¬ 
pends upon their extent. 
Large-scale modifications 
to planform often render the 
fin inefficient and non¬ 
competitive. Thickness 
variations are less obtrusive 
to performance but also 
less effective. 

Another possible 
method is chordwise flow 
control, using multiple foils 
or slots. At high angles of 
attack where stall is likely, 
the preceding foil directs 
the flow over the following 
section. The chordwise 
flow of the combination is 
modified, creating high lift. 
The ability of multiple foils 
to prevent ventilation is 
questionable since there is 
little control of spanwise 
flow and increased drag. 

The spin-out reduction 
attributed to multiple foils is 
likely due to breakup and 
clearing or the air bubble 
by flow through the slot. 

The short “canard" multiple 
fin system claims significant 
reduction in spin-out but 


usually for the wrong 
reason. As a chordwise 
flow modifier, the canard is 
relatively ineffective due to 
its small size. A flexible 
canard may prove useful in 
directing water at the 
developing air bubble, 
thereby clearing the fin. 

The canard more 
correctly should be 
considered as a spanwise 
flow control. A strong 
vortex shed from the 
canard's tip will effectively 
"fence” the main fin. The 
vortex fence blocks further 
spanwise propagation of 
the bubble. The extent of 
the main fin’s disrupted flow 
is then limited to the canard 
length, allowing the 
remainder to continue 
functioning. 

Design problems often 
have a multiplicity of simple 
solutions which suffer from 
compromise. Innovative 
designs require the 
application of fundamental 
knowledge with minimal 
compromise. Cutouts, 
reverse taper, slots, and 
multiple-canards all reduce 
spin-out but sacrifice 
performance. * 

The fin shown in the 
photo on Page 52 of 
WindRider’s Nov/Dec issue, 
which was designed in 


January ’87, js an attempt 
to apply theory to the spin¬ 
out problem without 
performance compromises. 
The basic design is a semi- 
eiliptic high-aspect plan- 
form with moderate sweep 
(to aid turning). The foil is 
an NACA 64A010 low-drag 
section. Such fins are often 
built and used by local San 
Francisco Bay sailors, 
including Steve Sylvester, 
Bard Chrisman, Larry 
Herbig, and Larry Tuttle. 

A leading edge transi¬ 
tion 15 percent from the 
root is added and produces 
a vortex fence at high 
angles of attack. The fence 
prevents ventilation beyond 
the transition, preserving 
the remainder of the fin's 
lift. This fluid dynamic 
"switch" modifies spanwise 
flow just before cata¬ 
strophic ventilation occurs. 
At low angles of attack, the 
"switch" is "off" and the 
vorticity is minimal. The 
extent and intensity of the 
vortex and triggering of the 
switch can be varied by 
changes in configuration 
and angle of attack. 

Don Leva of Freestyle 
Fins has independently 
developed an impressive 
suit of flow-controlled fins 
utilizing leading edge 
transitions. Don's engineer¬ 
ing background and design 
• approach has produced 
many fins of exceptional 
performance. 

An elegant design 
usually exhibits multiple 
benefits and the leading 
edge transition in flow- 
controlled fins is no 
exception. Several addi¬ 
tional benefits result from 
the large low-aspect root 
section. With maximum 
thickness near 50 percent 
of chord, the root is an 
effective surface penetrat¬ 
ing section, has increased 
mechanical strength, and 
improves end plating. 
Cutouts unfortunately do 
just the opposite. The 
development of flow- 
controlled fins is a prime 
example of an appropriate 
design solution. The 
intriguing question is: What 
next? 































IN A BRAND NEW LOOK 
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Even at first sight the new Ultra's are distincti¬ 
vely different from conventional boards. Ultra Cat 


sonal style, commitment and ability of the sailor. In 
the forest of production boards. Fanatic Ultra's 
really stand out Fun is the priority in the new 
Fanatic Ultra look. 

HIGH TECH IN THE ULTRA LOOK 


stiffness and impact resistance. Fanatic Ultra's are 
the new benchmark which other products have yet 
to achieve. 

EXPERIENCE THE ULTRA FEELING 

When technology takes a new shape, high 
quality composite materials, refined production and 
perfect styling are the end result Ultra Cat Ultra 
Bee and Ultra Boa - made for 100 % fun! Ultra's 
follow a concept of maximum speed and radical 
action, for sailors who demand the very best and 
for racers who need the edge to win. 

Ultra animals from Fanatic. Made for fun. 


Raarfar C.ruli 


FANATIC LTD. • RORIN Hll l park dhiitp 











Bob Dill 


by Eric Sanford 

ob Dill and his wife Alexa have 
somehow managed to create 
for themselves the kind of life 
that we all dream of. He does 
just what he wants, loves his 
work, and sails every single day of the 
summer when there’s wind. And since 
he lives in the Columbia River Gorge, 
that happens to be quite often. 

Not only that, but he only sails on 
the finest custom boards. And if he 
doesn’t have just the right board for the 
conditions, he simply drops into the 
shop and picks out another one. No 
problem. 

No problem, that is, if you happen to 
own the shop that builds and sells the 
custom boards, and that's just what the 
Dills do. 

Born and raised in Southern Califor¬ 
nia, Dill grew up in the surfing commu¬ 
nity, surfed competitively, and learned 
the surfboard building trade. He 
moved to Steamboat Springs, Colo¬ 
rado, in 1970 and worked as a ski 
repairman in winter and as a carpenter 
in summer. In 1973 he moved to 
Seattle and eventually had his own 
custom furniture building business. 

From 1973 to 1979, Bob’s leisure life 
was focused on sailing International 
505s, a high-performance, planing-hull, 
two-man racing dingy. His custom- 
, shaped daggerboards and rudders 

came to be well respected in the local 
sailing community. 

Dill started windsurfing on Green 
Lake, a small lake located on the north 
end of Seattle, in 1979, just as the sport 
was starting to take off in the Pacific 
Northwest. He made his first visit to the 
Gorge in 1981 "to see what all the fuss 
was about. I was blown away," he 
chuckles. “Literally!" 

Back in Seattle, his friend and 
Green Lake sailing buddy Doug 
Campbell asked Dill if he could build 
him a custom sailboard like the ones 
he’d seen in California. Dill figured that 
they were nothing more than big 
surfboards, and soon Campbell was 
scooting back and forth across the 
Columbia River on the northwest's first 
indigenous custom board. 

Dill built a board for himself, too, 
and made several trips from Seattle to 
Hood River throughout 1982. He was 
hooked. By 1984 he was making trips 
to the Gorge every weekend and he 
had produced around 75 boards. He 
did all the work himself in his Seattle 
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shop, including shaping, painting, 
glassing, and sanding. The Dill name 
spread as the boards earned a 
reputation for being able to stand up to 
the gnarly Gorge conditions. 

During this time, board building be¬ 
came Dill’s full-time profession. He de¬ 
signed one of the first successful pro¬ 
duction shortboards for Aitken, and 



Bob Dill with one of his custom shapes. 


worked for O'Brien as their sailboard 
designer. This relationship produced 
the Columbia Concave, Tunnel Jumper, 
and Epoxy Lite boards. Summers were 
spent building boards for the Gorge 
and winters were spent in Maui shaping 
for Hawaiian Island Windsurfing, 
Freedom, and Hunt Hawaii. 

In 1985, Dill officially opened his 
manufacturing/retail shop in the Gorge. 
By 1986 he was producing 300 boards 
a year and there was a six-week waiting 
list. Dill decided to have a large 
surfboard shop in California build some 
of his boards but that lasted only a 
year. “I just couldn't control the quality 
from Hood River,'' he laments. “It 
wasn’t that they weren't doing a good 
job. but I’m just real picky with the 
details on a product which has my 
name on it. So I had to find a way to 
keep up with orders and still make all 
the boards here in Hood River.” 

The answer was Dill's custom shap¬ 
ing machine, designed and built by 
Stan Pleskunas of San Diego. The 
shaping machine accurately machines 
the deck profile, rocker, and vee, 
resulting in a perfectly-machined blank 
that’s approximately 60 percent 
complete. Dill still does all the finish 
shaping and sanding himself. The 


results are shapes that are more 
accurate and consistent than had 
previously been attainable. Dill was the 
first custom sailboard producer to 
utilize this new technology. 

With the shaping machine, the wait 
for a Dill board with a custom paint job 
is down to two weeks. Or, if you want 
one off the rack, there are perhaps 50 
in stock in his Hood River shop in all 
sorts of sizes, shapes, and colors, with 
prices starting at $975. 

Dill's designs are aimed at the high- 
performance recreational sailor. “Our 
shapes are the product of seven years 
of design testing and use, and we feel 
they are the very best for Gorge 
conditions." In addition to his standard 
S-glass boards, Dill produces carbon 
fiber reinforced and epoxy/styrofoam 
models. 

Fins are Dill's other passion. “A 
good fin," he emphatically states, “can 
make a good board great. But a bad 
fin can make the very best board a real 
dog. Fin design is undoubtedly one of 
the most important but most overlooked 
aspects of a custom sailboard." 

So Dill has fins produced from his 
own designs. Dill fins, like Dill boards, 
are not cheap: they run from $45 to 
over $100, and he suggests that you 
have at least two for each board, 
depending on the sail size you are 
using. Dill is constantly working on new 
fin designs, which he sees as the next 
area of dramatic new improvements. 

But most importantly, Bob and 
Alexa (who runs the retail shop) haven't 
forgotten why they moved to the Gorge. 
When it's blowing, they leave the shop 
in the capable hands of their employ¬ 
ees and head for Swell City, their 
favorite spot on the river to sail. Bob 
and Alexa .met in 1970 and were 
married in 1972. They’re a great pair: 
Bob is a strong, hulk-like power sailor 
and Alexa is a petite five-foot ballerina 
who finesses her way through the 
waves. 

The rigging area at Swell City often 
looks like a Dill showroom as several 
dozen Dill boards are unloaded by 
happy Dill customers who want to slash 
and jump alongside Dill. He is only too 
happy to oblige, talking shop on the 
shore and shredding on the water. 

So it certainly looks as though you 
can indeed make your play into your 
work and keep it fun, too. Bob Dill sure 
seems to have it mastered, anyway! • 
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Dave Perks is World Cham¬ 
pion, Arto Kantojarvi is runner 
up, and Andrea Hoeppner is Ger¬ 
man Champion. All three sail on 
A.R.T. because A.R.T. simply is 
faster. Precise in handling, 
superb in power and unbeatable 
in range of use. 


A.R.T. RACE SLALOM WING 

Proven regatta rig for sailors 
looking for speed and power. 

• Slight Cut Away to optimize 
sail twist. 

• Convex load strip to hold 
the forward sail profile in it’s 
ideal position to improve leeward 
airflow and soft batten rotation. 

• Camber inducer technology 
for clean leeward and windward 
air flow. 

• Enlarged foot panel for 
maximum gap closure. 




A.R.T. RAD WING 

High tech rig with a wide 
range of use. Test winner of the 
1987 season. 

• Cut Away to improve sail 
twist. Easiest handling, maxi¬ 
mum lift and wide range of use. 

• Convex load strip to lock in 
the forward sail profile, while 
improving leeward air flow and 
predictable batten rotation. 

• Maximum control due to low 
center of effort 




A.R.T. WAVE WING 

Wave and maneuver rig in 
extremely durable construction 
for radical conditions. 

• Slight Cut Away to optimize 
testability for easy handling. 

• Convex load strip to stabilize 
the forward sail profile to improve 
leeward airflow and batten 
rotation. 

• Flat sail profile and flat 
leading edge angle. 

• Duo batten system for radical 
surf sailing. 


The A.R.T. rig concept has 
clearly proven itself on the race 
course. For top sailors today, the 
potential of the entire rig is most 
important Only then can World 
Championships be won. With 
A.R.T. in the lead! 

For more information and a full 
color catalogue, see your A.R.T. 
dealer. 
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by Tom James 

T o date, windsurfing is not a 
member of the flying sports 
family. Sure you can get 
jumps, and even go pretty hig 
but six seconds is as long as 
anyone is ever up there. Not to take 
anything away from a six-second 
time, but if you’ve ever been to a place 
with consistent wind, like the Gorge or 
Maui, you have probably seen a few 
guys out on a strange looking contrap¬ 
tion called the Wind Weapon, and 
spending some real time in the air. I 
like air, so I had to give it a try. When 
learned it was possible to get lessons 
on using this device, I signed right up. 

Dave Terry is the guy you want to 
for instruction on Maui. He was one of 
the originals, just steps behind inven¬ 
tors Tom Magruder and Robert Crowel 
Dave is a great instructor, and the first 
thing he told me was that I was not 
learning to sail something; I was 
learning to fly. I liked the sound of that 
and we rigged the thing up. 

Rigging is easy, but different than with 
a normal sail. The battens are pre¬ 
shaped aluminum, the sail has two 
downhauls (one at each wing tip), and 
the mast is only about head high. The 
longest parts of the device are the 
leading edges, which connect to the 
mast with a T-joint. The whole frame is 
lightweight Easton tubing, so it is pretty 
light when put together. 

Dave showed me how to carry the 
thing, to waterstart, and to turn it while 
we were still on the beach, but I didn’t 
pay much attention; I wanted to get out 
there and sailsoar. 

“You got all that?” he asked as he 
handed over the reigns. 

“Don’t bother me, Dave, I’m going to 
fly.” 

With that I hopped on and sailed out 
on my board, using his Wind Weapon, 
to get some air. It was surprisingly 
easy to sail on a straight line even with 
my grip reversed-my back hand was in 
an underhand grip, and my front hand 
grip was overhand. I was not going as 
fast as the sailboards, but I was hooked 
in and planing with my wing in an 
upright position. 

I spotted my piece of chop I was 
going to get 20 feet of air off, grabbed 
the top boom with my front hand, hit the 
chop, tried to rotate my wing, and 
crashed. “No problem,” I thought; it 
was only my first attempt. When I tried 


to waterstart it dawned on me 
that maybe I should have 
listened to Dave. Since the 
booms are only on one side of 
the sail, the sail is permanently 
rotated to one tack, and the 
rig not only has a universal 
joint, but a joint that allows the 
sail to pitch, roll, and yaw; I 
was confronted by the most 
confusing waterstart of my 
career. 

Think about the worst, clew- 
to-windward, sunk rig, 
backwards waterstart you've 
ever had to do, then make it 
10 times harder. It’s that bad. 
Actually, it becomes a thinking 
man’s waterstart when you 
forget what the instructor said. 
First you figure out where the 
leading edge of the wing 
needs to be in relationship to 
the wind, then which tip goes 
up to get you the way you 
want to go, and then you have 
to get the whole thing on that 
side of the board. I was out 
there so long being a thinking 
man that some helpful sailors, 
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I thinking I was just learning to waterstart 
with a normal sail, asked me if I needed 
some help. "Yeah, maybe you could 
bring me some lunch while I figure this 
thing out," I thought, knowing there was 
no way that someone who probably 
never even signed up for a lesson 
could lend a hand. "Thanks anyhow, I'll 
be all right. Just make sure my phone 
bill gets paid before the fifth." Finally I 
got up and easily sailed back in. 

As I was walking the rig back up the 
beach to listen to my teacher, I decided 
that every hot-shot sailboard instructor 
should be required to take a lesson in 
humility on the Wind Weapon. Becom¬ 
ing a fledgling student again really 
helps put things in perspective. Dave 
showed me the proper steps again, and 
this time I paid close attention. He 
showed me how to waterstart again, 
how to fall so that it's easy to water- 
start, and how to do "fall-through 


Dave is a great instructor, 
and the first thing he told 
me was that I was not 
learning to sail 
something; I was 
learning to fly. 


tacks,” which are tacks that put you in 
a waterstart position and generally 
make life on the Wind Weapon a lot 
easier. 

Finally, though, he taught me how to 
practice heading into the wind and 
stalling before actually trying to launch 
into flight. This time out I was armed, 
and flailing (flying and sailing) turned 
out to be a blast. Even though I 
couldn't go very fast, I could roll my 
wing a little and make the board sort of 
float. I was already picturing myself 
soaring 40 feet above the waves like 
Magruder at the Gorge. Turns are very 
interesting because it is way easier to 
tack than jibe the Wind Weapon. In 
fact, in an hour's session, I couldn't 
even come close to a jibe. Dave 
assured me this was typical. 

I still needed to get a real jump-the 
biggest attraction of this new sport to 
me. Finally I hit some chop (chop is not 
really necessary to get air-just wind), 
headed up, rotated, and was lifted into 
the air. It was almost passive, since I 
had to exert little or no effort. It wasn't 
big air, but I got a taste of floating, like 
there was no board beneath me. Either 
I was up there a long time, or time 
slowed down a bunch because I felt 
like I was floating forever. Now I want 
to get out in some heavier winds (it was 
only 15 knots) and give this sailsoaring 
another shot. * 
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TRAINING 

SEMINARS 
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GERfMCATIdN PROGRAM 

—Schedule your 1988 InstructorTraining Program 
at Your site or attend one of our scheduled 
seminars in Washington, DC., Virginia or North 
Carolina. 

—Seminar topics include: 

Insurance considerations, Marketing, Methods 
of Instruction, Program set up, Operations 
Analysis, Safety 
—Course Conducted by: 

Bob Redmond, Master Instructor, BIG. 

(20 Years of Professional Aquatic Instructional 
Experience) 

—Contact: Family Fitness Enterprises, Inc. 
ATTN: Bob Redmond 
6813 Grey Fox Drive 
Springfield, VA 22152 (703)569-8318 


The One Tg Watch 

WADDELL SAILS — THE ONE TO WATCH 

333 INGALLS STREET, SANTA CRUZ. CALIFORNIA 95060 
408-425-7377 

CALL OR WRITE FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Perfect for any¬ 
one ijnterested in going fast, whether you’re a recreational 
speedster or a serious racer. Winner of the Gorge Pro/Am, 
Amateur. Men 1987, Amateur Women 1986. 

WAVE-PU Ideal for people looking 

for maneuverability and speed in one sail. For open water 
blasting and “bump’n jump,” as well as surfsailing, naturally. 
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b Launching Through 
a Mean Shorebreak 



by Tom James 



hell until you're in the safety zone. 

If conditions aren’t so nice and you 
are launching in a relentless onshore 
windswell with a period of about a tenth 
of a second, a different technique is re¬ 
quired. Sailing nearly parallel with the 
waves, let the little mushes roll under 
your board by lifting your windward rail 
and sheeting in. As you get farther out 
and the waves get bigger, get speed 
up enough to head slightly up into the 
wave. Continue lifting your windward 
rail while trying to get your nose over 
the crest of the wave and raking your 
sail back, helping you round up a bit. 

Finally, as you get farther out and 
the waves are actually waves, you will 
probably encounter some walls big 
enough to keep you from getting that 
windward rail over. If this is the case, 


L ife is full of embarrassing mo¬ 
ments: Your first kiss, forgetting 
your lines in the big play, wreck¬ 
ing your dad’s new car. But none 
of these compare to the humility 
suffered by any windsurfer getting pum- 
meled and spit out on the beach by a 
three-foot shorebreak. I cringe every 
time I think about it. 

Picture this: With plenty of curious 
tourists on the beach, you take your 
time rigging up, remaining aloof when 
answering their countless questions. 
Once done with your final preparations, 
you strap on your harness, give a quick 
wink to the admiring group of high 
school girls sitting on the boardwalk, 
and saunter out towards the water line. 
Casually, you throw your board into the 
shallows, give a couple of quick pumps 


struggle to drag your sand-clogged 
gear out before the next wave hits, you 
notice the girls leaving with moped- 
riding boogie-boarders, and a tourist 
coming up to ask you the standard 
question: "Is that as hard as it looks?" 

All this can be avoided, because 
launching through a shorebreak is not 
so much a measure of skill, as of timing 
and patience and finesse. 

First off, it is important to study the 
conditions. Even if the shorebreak 
looks small, it sometimes can wall up 
unexpectedly due to backwash and 
wipe you out. If the shorebreak is 
consistently large, then you must study 
the conditions to get a feel for the 
rhythm of the sets, looking for a lull in 
the action, naturally. Once you know 
what the waves are doing, wade out 


this pass by. 


then act like the S.S. Poseidon and 
head up hard, making your bow pierce 
right though the wave. This time 
though, rather than sheeting in as is 
necessary in the previous steps, let 
your sail out completely, letting it slice 
though the wave like a 55- square-foot 
mylar butter knife. This will keep the 
wave from catching the foot of your sail 
and sucking you back down-to the 
delight of the curious tourists watching 
from the beach. 

One final tip: Let your friends launch 
first. This way you can watch them get 
trashed first, chuckle with the girls on 
the beach, and if it looks too gnarly, you 
can just pull a boogie board out of your 
trunk and pretend you never intended 
to sail that day at all. t 


Study the conditons carefully before launching. 


and hop on-with visions of a perfect 
tabletop jump off the first wave. 

Then it happens. The current 
begins to sweep you down-wind, taking 
the life out of your sail. Your fin begins 
to drag in the sand, and quicker than 
you can tie a bowline, a head-high wall 
of water rears up, sucking out all the 
water in your immediate area. Standing 
! on your board, which is now resting on 
the bottom of what used to be the 
ocean, the wave tackles you the way 
Dick Butkis hit a Green Bay Packer, 
and rips the rig out of your helpless 
hands. 

As you are driven into the sand- 
ostrich style-the wave snaps your mast 
for good measure and throws the whole 
mess up on the beach. While you 


into the water and check out the current 
and depth where the shorebreak hits. If 
there is a strong current, then it is ad¬ 
visable to wait for a gust to power you 
out. If the break is on a sandbar too 
shallow for your fin to clear, then you 
will have to walk your board out into 
deeper water. Only with this knowledge 
will you be ready to charge the surf. 

Let’s take it from the top then: Wink 
at the high school girls, saunter down to 
the water line, and plop your board 
down. Rather than jumping on, hold 
your sail in the beach start position and 
time the waves. Wait for some big 
waves to come in and make the water a 
little deeper, and as the last wave in the 
set passes, step on. Stay light on your 
fin so it doesn’t catch, and pump like 


It's best to let a set like 
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SAVE OVER 50%! 
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os a high wind course board or a 
family funboard, 
tength: 346 cm-11'5' Width: 64.5 cm-2T 
Volume: 180liters. Weight': 13.8kg40lbs. 
Construction: Epoxy-PC Ability Range: 2-6 
Preferred Wind Conditions: 7 to 27 knots 


stopper 320 

A now breed of Funboardl Explore new 
Paulies with the 320. 
~y lt >:320cm-10'6‘ Width: 65 cm-22' 
^ome: 155 Men Weight': 12.9 kg-28 lbs. 
r^ohon: EpaxyPC AbUUy Range: 3-6 

Wind Conditions: 7k> 27 knots 


remains user frlendlyl 
tbngth: 285 cm-WJMdth: 58cm-110" 
'Volume: 100liters. Weight': 8.9kg-19tbs. 
Construction: Epoxy-PC Ability Range: 46 
Preferred Wind Conditions: 10 to 35 knots 
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Volume: 90 tilers. Weight •• 7.9kg-17lbs. 
Construction: EpoxyfC Ability Range: 56 
Preferred Wind Conations: 11 knots plus 
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down. Rather than jumping on. hold 
your sail in the beach start position and 
time the waves. Wait for some big 
waves to come in and make the water a 
little deeper, and as the last wave in the 
set passes, step on. Stay light on your 
fin so it doesn’t catch, and pump like 
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Klepper 370 Klepper295 

The Ideal Race-Allround board. A Sporty Floater. The Ideal first 

On the race course or cruising in the short board. 

s afternoon - the ultimate experience length: 298 cm-9'8 ~ Width: 62.5 cm-2' 

length: 370 cm-12‘2: Width: 67cm-2 Volume:j25 liters. Weight’: 9.6kg-21 lbs 

• Volume: 220 liters. Weight ': 15.5 kg-34 lbs. Construction: Epoxy-PC Ability Range: 4-6 

Construction^fpoxy-PC Ability Range: 1-6 Preferred Wind Conditions: 7 to 33 knots 
Preferred Wind Conditions: 1 to 27 knots Klepper 285 

Klepper 346 v.' A new Slalom board from Klepper. 

A board for all seasonsl Equally Impressive Extremely high top speeds and fast jibes 

as a high wind course board or a sporty -\ This board Is highly competitive yet 
family funboard. v. remains user friendly! 

length: 346 cm-11'5 m . Width: 64.5 cm-2T length: 285 cm-9'4” Width: 58 cm-1 , 10 m 

Volume: 180liters. Weight': 13.8kg-30lbs. Volume: 100liters. Weight': 8.9kg-19lbs. 
Construction: Epoxy-PC Ability Range: 2-6 Construction: Epoxy-PC Ability Range: 4-6 
Preferred Wind Conditions: 7 to 27 knots Preferred Wind Conditions: 10 to 35 knots 

Klepper 320 Klepper 272 

A new breed of Funboard! Explore new The overwhelming success of 1987. 

Possibilities with the 320. 272-tor the radical minority, 

length: 320 cm-10‘6” Width: 65 cm-2'2* length: 272 cmSW. Width: 59 cm-l'ir 

Volume: 155liters, W&ght': 12.9kg-28lbs. Volume: 90liters. Weight': 7.9kg-17lbs. 
Construction: EpoxyPC Ability Range: 3-6 Construction: Epoxy-PC Ability Range: 5*6 
Preferred Wind Conditions: 7 to 27 knots Preferred Wind Conditions: 11 knots plus 

kipper • npuinc • 2869 crusader circle. Virginia beach va 23456 • 80W27-iui 


'Without daggerboard, fin or footstraps. 
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LEARNING THE ROPES 

Keeping S 
Sanding F 

Deed, 

ns 


by Rhonda Smith-Sanchez 


Q How do I keep from slowing down 
when I jibe? I've read and heard 
so many people say “You have to be 
planing when you jibe." Well. I'm 
planing, but as I start the jibe I lose all 
speed. What am I doing wrong? 

A Depowering is a common mistake 
and one of the hardest to detect. 
The quickest way to detect depowering 
is by using video. Depowering is 
caused when the sailor unsheets the 
sail when entering the jibe. Most of the 
time unsheeting takes place just as you 
unhook out of your harness. Some 


and should I even consider a produc¬ 
tion board? 

A By all means don't rule out pro¬ 
duction boards. Unfortunately, 
production boards have a bad rap for 
not being high-performance boards but 
this is misleading information and com¬ 
pletely false. 

The production board designs of 
today are based upon years of re¬ 
search. These boards have been 
tested and proven to be competitive, 
strong, light, and fun. Take the Mistral 
Diamond Head for an example. This 
production board is used in World Cup 


winds. Concaves will help the board 
plane quicker and are also good for 
going upwind. Hard rails are good, but 
if the rails are too hard the board will be 
tough to turn. 

Next lay the board on the ground, bot¬ 
tom down (no fin), and check for rocker. 
Notice the space between the floor and 
the tail of the board. This is tail rocker. 
A tail with rocker is a loose board, a 
snappy board, and easier to turn. 

Check the nose scoop, and avoid 
boards that have none, as they pearl 
easily. 

Now flip the board back over, bottom 
up, and measure the flat (the overall 








Keep the sail sheeted in to maintain speed during a jibe. Perfecting waterstarts involves steering your board with the mast. 


manage to unhook without unsheeting 
and depowering, only to lose power as 
they open up in the middle of the turn. 
Have someone video your jibes, then 
watch for flaws in the way you handle 
your sail. 

Releasing the pressure on the rail will 
also depower you in your jibe. It’s 
essential to keep the rail in the water 
throughout the turn, because once you 
release the pressure, the board flattens 
out and the jibe will help the rail stay in 
the water. Keep the board carving and 
the sail sheeted in for a powerful, 
smooth, and fast exiting jibe. 

Q l'm shopping around for a semi¬ 
sinker board, one I can uphaul that 
win still have high performance charac¬ 
teristics. What should I be looking for 


rocker pattern). From the tail, lay a stiff 
batten in the middle of the board from 
the tail to the middle (or where you 
begin to see space between the board 
and the straight edge) and notice how 
much flat section there is. The more 
“flat" you have built into a board, the 
sooner it will get up and plane. With 
less flat, the more top-end speed a 
board will have. 

Now that you know all of this, you may 
decide you need two types of boards: a 
high-wind board and a light-air board. 
Having two boards for different planing 
conditions is a good idea, since it is 
almost impossible to find a board that 
works well in both high winds and 
lighter winds. Sailing with the wrong 
board in the wrong wind conditions may 
be the only thing holding you back from 
doing that high speed jibe or getting 


races, where all the equipment is the 
height of high tech. It’s used in the Co¬ 
lumbia Gorge Slalom Pro-Am by a 
majority of the amateurs and a lot of the 
pros. 

Today's production boards are state- 
of-the-art, very light, and tough. One 
more important point: the resale value 
will be higher on a production board 
than a custom. 

While shopping for your board, you 
should look at all the different types of 
boards and their bottom shapes. A 
semi-sinker is usually around 9' to 9'6’. 
A board this size will probably be a 
slalom board, which is a good all- 
around small board. Lift the tail up and 
look down the bottom of the board 
toward the nose. Look for a V shape 
running down the bottom of the board; 
this is a good characteristic for higher 
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onto a plane as soon as your buddy. 

Q l want to go fast, but sanding my 
fins and my boards gets so 
tiresome! Can’t I get away without 
all the wet sanding? 

A You can, but if you aren't finishing 
in first place when you race and 
you want to, sanding your fins and 
board will give you the added speed 
you need-maybe just enough to finish 
ahead! Sanding isn't such a bad proc¬ 
ess As a matter of fact, most racers 
use this time alone to mentally prepare 
for a race, and for some it's an impor¬ 
tant ritual in their pre-race readying 
techniques. 

Sanding plays an important role in re¬ 
ducing the resistance of your board 
through the water. Consider this: a 
10th of a knot in a one-hour race is 
equivalent to a 200-yard advantage. 

You can lose a 10th of a knot as the 
result of a bad fin, an unsanded fin, a 
rough bottom shape, or even a poorly 
set sail. Anything that regulates speed 
is worth the time you must take to tune 
it to its maximum potential. 

Q l’m a beginning waterstarter. Why 
does the board round up into the 
wind so much and how do I prevent this 
from happening? 

A You need to master steering your 
board with the mast. This is done 
with your hands on the booms. By 
pushing forward, the front of the board 
will turn away from the wind. By pulling 
back, the front of the board will turn into 
the wind. With this in mind, line the 
board up on a broad reach to start your 
waterstart. When the wind is right and 
you're ready to lift yourself onto the 
board, remember that your arms must 
be extended. This is the point when 
some beginners tend to pull the boom 
end down toward the water. This 
causes the board to turn up into the 
wind, but keeping your arms extended 
will help prevent this. Another reason 
you may be rounding up is that you 
have too much of your weight on the rail 
(the side you're on) of the board. 
Distribute your weight more toward the 
center of the board and extend your 
arm. This should eliminate the rounding 
problem. 


Rhonda Smith-Sanchez is sponsored 
by Mistral, Gaastra, O'Neill Wetsuits, 
Bolle and Gorge Technology. Five-time 
Windsurfer world champion, Rhonda is 
currently one of the top US professional 
sailors and instructors. 

Send questions to Learning the Ropes, 

! PO Box 2456, Winter Park, FL 32790. 
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Aruba • Barbados 

* St. Croix • Antigua 

* Jamaica • Puerto 
Rico • Florida Keys 

* St. Thomas • Baja 

* Maui and Other 
Hot Spots! 


All-inclusive 
boardsailing vacation 
packages. Call for 
brochures and 
information today! 
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THERMO 

SEAMS 


1801 • RONNY 
DRYBODY 

One piece drysuit made of 
4mm Neoprene, excellent 
protection for extremely 
cold days. 

1805 • RONNY 
STEAMER 

One piece semi-drysuit 
made of 4mm Neoprene; 
outstanding protection 
for cold days. 

1806 • RONNY 
STEAMER 

For women. 

2803 • RONNY 
ROLLOVER 

The classic two piece dry- 
suit, 4mm Neoprene long- 
john and PU top. Flexibility 
for all weather conditions. 

2804 • RONNY 
ROLLOVER 

For women. 

3801 • RONNY 
WETSUIT 

The classic two piece wehui 
made of 3mm Neoprene. 
Also available as a long- 
john without the jacket. 
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3802 • RONNY 
WETSUIT 

For women. 

4801 • RONNY 
SUMMER SUIT 

One piece wetsuit mode of 
2mm Neoprene for cool 
summer days. 

5804 • RONNY 
SURF SUIT 

Fashionable protection in 


4805 • RONNY 
SUMMER SHORTY 

Summer exposure 
protection. 

4804 * RONNY 
SHORTY 

For those cooler 
summer days. 

4807 • RONNY 
HOTSHORT 

Neoprene trunks with 
kidney protection. 

5802 • RONNY 
HOJSUIT 

fine Neoprene protection 
in a classic bathing suit. 

4803 • RONNY 
SHORTY 
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Harness Technii 
Your First Hook 


by Tom James 


T here is one thing, and one thing 
only, that separates the begin¬ 
ning, casual, only-on-vacation 
type windsurfer from the dedi¬ 
cated, the serious, the hardcore 
windsurfing fanatic: a harness. Ironic as 
it may be, the more you sail and the better 
you get, the more you will want a harness 
so you can sail more and get even better. 

A harness can easily allow you to in¬ 
crease the length of your windsurfing 
sessions tenfold; however, there are 
some initial hurdles to overcome when 
learning harness technique that may 
make you wish you were back on the 
couch watching football. 

To help you understand that a har¬ 
ness is actually your ally rather 
than some torture device de¬ 
signed to make you as uncom¬ 
fortable as Jimmy the Greek 
would be in central Harlem, 
there are three things to keep in 
mind. First is the harness itself. 

This is the fun part because 
you get to buy more windsurf¬ 
ing toys. When looking for a 
harness, go to the best dealer 
in your area, try on several dif¬ 
ferent models, and hang in 
each one for at least five min¬ 
utes. Since you are eventually 
going to spend hours in this 
thing, you want to make sure 
there are no obviously uncom¬ 
fortable pressure points. 

All harnesses work, but 
some are easier to use than 
others. While a seat harness is 
what the majority of sailors now use, they 
are the most difficult to learn to hook in. A 
chest harness is the easiest to hook in 
with, but it is generally not the most 
comfortable for long sailing sessions, 
although it is the choice of most wave 
sailors. Between these two options is the 
waist harness, which is moderately easy 
to learn to hook in to. and can be fairly 
comfortable. The only drawback here is 
that if your waist is wider than your 
ribcage, these harnesses tend to ride 
up-becoming a neck harness of sorts. 
Still, plenty of people use waist 
harnesses-especially when it's hot and 
sunny and you want a harness just in case 
the wind picks up. The most important 
point is that the harness is comfortable 
and that you can improve your technique 
with the harness you buy. 

The second and equally important 
thing to keep in mind is the setting of 
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swing your harness line up to your hook. 
If you try to go hook down, which is harder 
to get into, but-thankfully-easier to un¬ 
hook, then you will have to “catch" the line 
by sort of sitting your hook down on it. If 
you have your hook up, then swing the 
line so that it will fall into the hook. 

Once you have caught the line, let 
some of the slack out of your arms to 
place tension on the harness lines. Don’t 
really put any of your weight on the lines 
yet; you have to ease into these things. 
Practice putting more and more of your 
weight on the lines, but keep an eye 
upwind for gusts and lulls, and be pre¬ 
pared to let your arms take over if the wind 
gets too light or strong. Once you feel 
confident putting some weight 
on the lines, try sliding your 
hook back and forth to get a 
feel for the control you have 
over your sail while hooked in. 

Unhooking is probably the 
more important technique to 
learn than hooking in for the 
beginner. Unless you were for¬ 
merly a human cannonball for 
the circus, being hooked in 
when a heavy gust comes 
along and getting pitched by 
your harness lines is not a lot of 
fun. Nor is it too enjoyable to be 
comfortably cruising along 
hooked in, only to sail into a lull 
and float helplessly down for a 
dip. The key is to read the 
water: whenever a gust or lull 
is approaching, pull in on the 
booms and let the line drop out 
if you have the hook down. Just pull in 
and squat down out of your line if you 
have the hook up. When you become 
more experienced, you won’t need to 
unhook in the gusts and lulls; instead you 
can just sheet in or out while still hooked 
in. 

Of course, beginners are still going to 
get caught up in the joy of effortless 
sailing, and forget about reading the 
wind, but a couple of whipped pitches are 
enough to snap anyone back to reality. 

The key for beginners is not to rely too 
much on the harness your first few times 
in it. Disperse the load between your 
flexed arms and your lines, only gradually 
letting the lines take more and more of the 
load. Also, don’t get discouraged if you 
get pitched a few times-nt's just another 
feeling that all dedicated, serious, 
hardcore windsurfing fanatics get to 
experience. • 

WINDRIDER 


Joel Arrington 










PERFORMANCE TIP 



Hass 


Tack 



by Hass Jahrmarkt 

O ne day while practicing duck 
tacks. I decided to try some¬ 
thing new and came up with a 
transition which definitely helps 
to keep you upwind. This new 
type of tack can be a bit tricky at first, 
but with a little patience, you’ll be sail¬ 
ing away from a useful tack that works 
well in all conditions and is also good 
fun. 

This tack can be performed in all 
wind conditions and directions, but 
sideshore to side-onshore is best. At 
first, this tack should be attempted in 15 



to 20 knots of wind or lighter-it works all 
the way down to fairly slow speeds. 
Once you have mastered this move, it 
will also work well in stronger winds. 

To set up for the tack, begin by 
switching your feet just like you would in 
a duck tack. This might seem a bit awk¬ 
ward at first, but it’s actually very easy. 
The best way to switch your feet is by 
slowly moving your back foot forward to 
a position right behind the mast track, 
where it becomes your new front foot. 
You should keep your other foot (which 


was your front foot, but now becomes 
your new back foot) in about the same 
spot or slightly farther back on the 
board from where it was originally posi¬ 
tioned. Having your feet switched early 
and in a stable position is the key to 
maintaining control throughout this 
whole maneuver. 

Now that your feet are switched, 
and while you’re still keeping your origi¬ 
nal course of sail with moderate mo¬ 
mentum, widen your hand grip on the 
booms by moving just your back hand 
farther back toward the clew. Next, luff 


Now your sail will fill with wind to a 
normal clew-first position. Basically, 
your sail goes from a clew-first back- 
wind position directly into a normal 
clew-first position. This all takes place 
simultaneously while your board turns 
through the wind. 

At this point there are two different 
ways you can complete this maneuver. 
You can either flip your sail as soon as 
it fills with wind in the normal, clew-first 
position, or you can stay clew-first for a 
few seconds until you're in full control 
and then jibe the sail-and away you go! 



the sail while steering the nose of the 
board into the wind just a touch so you 
can push your clew through the eye of 
the wind. 

The third step is critical. As the 
board begins the turn, push the clew of 
the sail into the wind, keeping the mast 
as upright as possible to prevent the 
sail from getting out of control. You are 
now in a clew-first back-wind position, 
which will push the board around the 
rest of the 180-degree turn through the 
wind. 



(In high winds, you can flip the sail as 
soon as it fills and be on your way 
quickly, while in lighter winds you might 
want to stay clew-first just a bit longer 
until you’re powered enough to sail.) 
Aloha! • 


Hass Jahrmarkt was born in Tangier, Mo¬ 
rocco. He has been sailing for almost three 
years and is sponsored by North Sails, An¬ 
gulo Hawaii, and DaKine Hawaii. When Hass 
developed this maneuver, his friends 
named the tack after him. 



































































/by Greg Aguera 

o you want to go fast? Hey, 
you’re not alone. Speed 
is-and always has been-the 
name of the game in boardsailing, and whether 
you sail on a one-design sailboard or an eight- 
foot custom sinker, chances are you’re itching to 
rocket past the guy on the board next to yours. 

But going fast isn’t as easy as it looks, and it 
takes more than desire to get speed; it takes 
good technique and some work, through years 
of practice and competition, I’ve learned some 
tricks and nuances to help me get maximum 


speed, and I’m here to pass it on to you. My 
approach is from a racing point-of-view, but all 
of these techniques are equally effective for 
everyday sailing. 

For this article, we’ll consider speed tech- 
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When sailing upwind, 
roll your shoulders to 
get full extension of 
your arms. Keep the 
hull tilted slightly to 
leeward and pull 
down constantly with 
your back hand to 
keep the leech tight. 
(Note: This photo 
clearly illustrates that 
funboards are sailed 
at a few degrees 
lower to the wind than 
one-designs. The sail 
is not sheeted as 
closely.) 


B ist maintain 

ol over the sail, 
sailors should 
use their upper 
is for leverage, 
keeps your butt 
f the water. This 
ire important 
than holding the mast 
completely vertical, 
because when you hit 
the surface of the 
water, you can lose 
balance and 
simultaneously 
depower the sail. 
That’s no good! 



In this photo, the 
N booms have been 
placed too high and 
the sailor is having a 
hard time keeping 
the sail vertical and 
leaning out over the 
water. 



l The sail seems to 
\be nicely held (ver¬ 
tical) and the body 
torfye keeps the 
Mjnrimmed while 
Erecting the power 
/o the skeg. But If 
y the sail had been 
rigged lower, the 
gap could have 
been closed off 
better. 


Each type has its own characteristics 
and has to be covered separately 

FUNBOARDS 

When sailing upwind on almost any 
type of board, you have to keep the lee¬ 
ward edge of the board tilted down in 
order to gam maximum speed and point¬ 
ing ability On funboards, this is espe¬ 
cially true, as speed is the key to upwind 
performance on these boards. Fun¬ 
boards are very quick, and as long as 
they are kept on a plane, they are effi¬ 
cient at high speeds. Therefore, when 
you’re working upwind, you should point 
your funboard only close enough to the 
wind to keep the hull fully planing. 

When sailing to weather, the mast 
track must be set all the way forward to 
alleviate “weather helm”-the board con¬ 
stantly trying to round-up into the wind. 
However, in two particular types of 
weather conditions, you should not set 
the mast track all the way forward. 

The first is in light air or non-planing 
conditions. In light air, weather-helm is 
not much of a problem and can be alle¬ 
viated by setting the mast track half or 
three-quarters of the way forward. Posi¬ 
tioning the mast farther back in the track 
for light air keeps the nose of the board 
up out of the water and aids in pointing 
higher into the wind. 

The second case is in very strong 
winds when a small, short-boomed sail is 
being used. When the mast track is far 
forward on a short-boom sail, pointing 
ability is hampered because there isn’t 
enough sail area behind the dagger- 
board to keep the board heading up¬ 
wind (see diagram) 

Your next consideration for upwind 
sailing is daggerboard type and posi¬ 
tioning. Funboards are very fast upwind 
in terms of boat speed; therefore, they 
don’t require a large daggerboard for lift. 
Many racers have two sizes of dagger- 
boards: a long one for light wind and a 
short one for high wind. Unfortunately, it 
is all too easy to choose a daggerboard 
that is too large, and this makes sailing 
difficult, because the hull will continually 
try to rail over. If this happens to you, try 
using a shorter daggerboard. You’ll get 
more control over the board, and this, in 
turn, will improve your hull speed. 

If you find the hull is continually roll¬ 
ing over-also known as hydroplaning- 
tilt the daggerboard back a little at a time 
until you find a controllable position. 
Draw lines on the daggerboard at deck 
level to help you remember favored 
positions. (Refer to “Funboard Tech¬ 
nique with Robby Naish" in the June ’87 
issue for more details.) 

Sail control is also very important for 
upwind success on a funboard. First, 
concentrate on holding the rig as upright 
as possible and don't sacrifice power by 
sheeting out. To do this, you’ll have to 
extend your arms and shoulders to posi¬ 
tion the sail straight up over the hull while 
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you lean the rest of your body out over the 
water to maintain the full driving power of 
the rig. In strong winds, it is essential to 
have at least one of your feet in the foot¬ 
straps, because at high speeds, even a 
little wave can knock you off the board. I 
prefer to keep my front foot in a strap while 
using my back foot to push against the 
rail. As the board speed increases, keep 
your front arm rigid to counteract the sail 
as it tries to slam you down to windward. 

For best speed, the ‘'gap" between 
the bottom of the sail and the deck of the 
board should be kept as small as pos¬ 
sible. This is primarily accomplished by 
rigging your sail properly, rather than by 
making a conscious effort while sailing. 
You see, sails are manufactured to attain 
a closed-off gap; it is the sailor's job to rig 
the sail low on the universal, but not too 
low. Some new designs put the foot so low 
that sailors can mistakenly rig them too 
low, causing the foot, or the bottom of the 
sail, to drag in the water or hit the deck. 
This hinders both your steering ability and 
speed. 


If you maintain a fairly 
rigid stance, you can 
prevent unwanted 
sail movement and 
turn sail power into 
maximum speed. 


Another thing to remember while rig¬ 
ging is to adjust the harness lines long 
enough so that you can hold the sail 
upright. For best control, use a boom 
height that's high enough for proper 
handling, but low enough to facilitate 
holding the sail vertical above the board. 

The next factor of speed is sail tech¬ 
nique. Always try to hold the sail steady 
and don’t let the force of the waves or 
gusts sheet and unsheet the sail for you. 
If you maintain a fairly rigid stance, you 
can prevent unwanted sail movement 
and turn sail power into maximum speed. 

When reaching, funboards are es¬ 
sentially the same as slalom boards; 
more about those later. There are a few 
differences, however. For one thing, fun- 
boards slow down more when plowing 
through chop than slalom boards. For this 
reason, it is essential that you lean back 
and keep your front leg rigid so that when 
the bow hits a wave, you're not launched 
over the front. (This is real fun to learn by 
trial and error!) 

One more tip: when reaching at closer 
than 90 degrees to the wind in a strong 
breeze, it helps to move the mast forward 
several inches in the track. This gives you 
better sail control and increases the wa¬ 
terline (the amount of hull touching the 
water), which will keep the board from 
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During a high-speed 
;pin-out (cavitation), 
intain pressure on 
thewjndward rail, 
ill help keep 
leeward rail from 
catching,” which 
could lead to a nasty 
catapult over the front 
of the board. 




This illustrates the 
two key sail positions 
for optimum speed: a 
closed-off gap and 
vertical sail. Note 
how the sailor is 
leaning to the front of 
V the hull. This aids in 
sheeting the sail and 
helps keep the leech 
tight. 



Harness technique is 
fry important to 
Led. Learn to use 
rness in such a 
hat your sailing 
e is the same 
hether you’re 
hooked in or out. 




When sailing 
upwind, roll your 
shoulders to get 
full extension of 
your arms. Keep 
the hull tilted 
slightly to leeward 
and pull down 
constantly with 
your back hand to 
keep the leech 
tight. 


sliding sideways. 

SLALOM 

Slalom sailing is probably the most 
competitive aspect of windsurfing be¬ 
cause of the relative simplicity of race 
strategy, and the resulting emphasis on 
technique and flat-out speed! To go fast 
on a slalom board, you not only have to 
sail fast, you also need to get the rigging 
down first. 

On a slalom board, the mast foot 
should be placed as far back as possible 
without creating control problems. If you 
spin out or have trouble keeping the sail 
sheeted and powered-with the sail trying 
to slam itself to weather-you’ve placed 
the mast foot too far back. To remedy 
spinouts or loss of power, simply move 
the base forward a little at a time until 
these problems go away. 

But don’t move the base any farther 
than you have to! On slalom boards, it is 
critical to reduce the wetted surface area 
by placing the mast foot as close as 
possible to the back, thereby keeping the 
front part of the board out of the water. 

One last note: smaller sails, with their 
shorter boom lengths, make it necessary 
to place the foot farther back than you 
would when using larger sails. Why? For 
the same reasons that make it necessary 
to keep the mast track on a funboard 
back a bit with smaller sail sizes. There 
must be sail area above and behind the 
fin for proper balance of the rig. The gap 
should be closed, so the sail must be 
rigged low on the universal. Cut the bot¬ 
tom batten to fit the pocket so it doesn’t 
drag on or punch through the deck. 

If, after all this, your sail still drags in 
the water behind the board, there are two 
things you can do. One is to move the 
mast step farther back, which will make 
the sail stand more upright. The other is to 
raise the universal a notch or two. 

Since slalom boards are generally 
faster than funboards, they require a 
smaller fin, and experimentation is your 
best bet for determining just how much fin 
your board needs for your weight and the 
current wind conditions. It’s best to have 
a different fin for each of your boards-and 
try not to trade one to the other. With the 
right fin, spin-outs should not be a prob¬ 
lem. But if you find you’re still spinning out 
a lot after following all this advice, then try 
the cure for cavitation: the split fin. Keep 
in mind, though, that split fins are ineffi¬ 
cient in very light wind. 

That's all on rigging; let’s get down to 
technique. In slalom sailing there are two 
things that are essential to board speed: 
keeping the sail upright and holding it 
very steady. To do this, fully extend your 
arms and keep the front one absolutely 
straight. By staying rigid, almost statue¬ 
like, the force of the sail is transferred 
directly to the board. Next time there's a 
hot slalom sailor around, watch him. You 
will probably notice that neither the sail 
nor his body move around very much. 
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Harness lines should be long enough 
so that you can lean out while still holding 
the rig straight up. A constant downward 
pressure on the boom, using your back 
hand, will tighten the leech of the sail and 
add speed. I learned this technique last 
summer and I noticed that the best sailors 
actually lean to the front of the board, 
pushing away with their back legs while 
applying this downward pressure. By 
doing this, the action actually becomes 
more like a pull and can be sustained for 
a longer period. 

Sail trim is the next important subject. 
The key to speed is to transfer the energy 
in the rig to the fin without cavitating. By 
maintaining sail trim and not sheeting out, 
spin-outs are less likely. Often, a sailor will 
cavitate while sheeting out with his back 
hand, because the force in the sail will 
immediately move back as he sheets out, 
putting pressure on his back leg. When 
close reaching, keep the board slightly 
leaned over to leeward. 


To sail fast in choppy 
water, try what I call 
“sailing downhill.” 
This is accomplished 
by keeping the board 
in the troughs that 
occur between 
the waves. 


The next major factor is steering. 
Keep in mind that frequent and sudden 
changes in direction will only slow your 
forward progress, and learn to anticipate 
where to steer by looking ahead. To sail 
fast in choppy water, try what I call “sail¬ 
ing downhill." This is accomplished by 
keeping the board in the troughs that 
occur between the waves. Sailing the 
troughs allows you to go faster, especially 
in medium and light air. Waves tend to 
move in a pattern, and by anticipating the 
patterns, you can steer the smoothest 
possible route for the direction you're 
heading. Again, oversteering will slow the 
board. Instead, pick a course that will 
point you in the general direction you 
want to go while keeping you in a trough 
for the longest period possible. 

Even when using the trough, the 
board will sometimes slam into the chop 
and cut your speed. In very strong winds, 
the front of the board rides very high, so 
this is not a big problem, but in lower 
winds the effect is considerable. As much 
as we’d like to stay in the trough at all 
times, it is impossible. So just do the best • 
you can and make smooth, calculated 
changes in course by anticipating the 
wave pattern ahead. 

Spin-outs are a major concern in sla- 
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When reaching on a 
Iongboard, keep your 
front leg rigid and 
lean onto your back 
leg. This will keep 
you from flying over 
the front when the 
bow digs into the back 
of some chop. 



v Lookahead and 
^anticipate the path 
ybtTII sail through 
thewater so that 
I when hitting chop, it 
won’t throw you off 
balance. 



Use a mast that suits 
the sail. This rig 
seems balanced. The 
mast is soft enough to 
allow the leech to 
open a little and yet 
there are no 
f horizontal wrinkles 
along the mast, 
which would mean 
the mast was too soft 
for the sail. 



K i broad reaching 
ykind of board, 
leaning toward 
ick of the hull, 
ng your body 
ilso helps 
y because each 
very gust must 
be used fully. Board 
speed can fluctuate 
greatly on broad 
reaches, so try to 
attain maximum 
speed when the wind 
I strengthens. 


lom sailing. If you are spinning side¬ 
ways, there are several things you can 
do to reset the fin. One is to slow down 
until the fin grabs again. Another is to puli 
sharply with your back leg, but this must 
be done quickly and may not work on the 
first try. Still another way is to try to get 
enough air so that the fin comes com¬ 
pletely out of the water. Then pull in with 
the back leg, redirecting the board 
slightly downwind instead of on the side¬ 
ways path you have been sliding over. 

There’s one last safety tip I’d like to 
point out that could save your ankles. In 
very high winds, everyone spins 
out-usually just when the biggest puff of 
wind hits. So when the board spins side¬ 
ways, push down on the windward rail 
until you’ve slowed a bit or until you feel 
that you’ve got enough control to reset 
the fin. This is important, because when 
spin-outs occur at high speeds, the lee¬ 
ward rail may catch in the chop, stop¬ 
ping the board suddenly and giving your 
ankles a good snap! By pushing down 
on the windward rail, you can keep the 
leeward side up and avoid a potential 
wipe-out. 

ONE-DESIGNS 

Now we come to the last type of 
board-the one-design. By one-design, I 
mean boards similar to the O’Brien Sen¬ 
sation, Mistral Superlight, and the 
Windsurfer One-Design. All these 
boards are very different from funboards 
and slalom boards. On the upwind leg, 
the difference is in their smaller skegs 
and larger daggerboards, which allow 
one-designs to point higher into the 
wind. The larger daggerboards give you 
this increased upwind ability because 
they don’t stall (slip sideways) as easily. 
One-designs don’t handle well at high 
speeds, but what they lose in upwind 
speed they gain in upwind pointing abil- 


Little People 

Getting back on the pro circuit has 
been very difficult, and I have spent 
many hours trying to answer the 
question of whether short people, like 
myself, are at a disadvantage to taller 
sailors. Well, I have drawn a number of 
conclusions. Taller people have an 
easier time controlling the sail in rough 
water, but in flat conditions their 
advantage is definitely not as great. But 
don't despair! With a few rigging 
modifications, short people can maxi¬ 
mize their performances. 

The first thing to look at are the foot¬ 
strap positions. The distance between 
the front footstraps and the rear ones 
should be decreased for short sailors. I 
try to have no more than 13 inches be¬ 
tween the rear insert of the forward 
strap and the forward insert on the back 
strap. 

Next, short sailors can really benefit 
by using a double-wide back strap or 
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ity. The smaller fins also make direction 
changes faster. 

Because one-designs change 
course readily, it is possible to catch 
waves even when going upwind. You 
should also keep an eye out for boat 
wakes, as they are uniform and easy to 
ride. The major advantage to catching 
waves, at any wind speed, is that once 
you’re on one, you can point very high into 
the wind without stalling. All you need to 
do is sheet in a little more and lean more 
on your front leg while simultaneously 
heading up towards the wind. The wave 
keeps your momentum up, and by lean¬ 
ing forward and sheeting in, you can 
better maintain sail control. If you miss a 
wave, just head off and resume regular 
pointing until you find another one head¬ 
ing in your direction. 

You can also successfully ride waves 
that are produced behind and to wind¬ 
ward of other boards. The heavier the 
other sailor, the larger and more advanta¬ 
geous the waves he creates. Be careful 
not to sail directly behind the other sailor’s 
rig, as the disturbed water and wind will 
reduce your speed and you may not be 
able to catch the wave. 

Like funboards, one-designs are best 
sailed by leaning slightly to leeward. 
Some boards-like a Superlight-should 
be sailed more on edge than others-an 
O’Brien Sensation, for instance. 

On a reach, most one-designs can be 
sailed with the daggerboard either up or 
down. In winds of under 12 knots, it’s 
often faster to have the daggerboard all 
the way down or retracted just slightly. 
This aids in early planing because the lift 
created by the daggerboard is used. 
Also, if someone is trying to pass on the 
windward side, an extended dagger- 
board allows you to head up easily to 
prevent passing. 

As with funboards, don’t jerk the sail 


two side-by-side footstraps. Since your 
feet are usually small, this puts the heel 
near the rail, which gives better control. 
Also, I believe that short, stocky sailors 
are better suited to an upper back 
harness. The upper back harness will 
make the sailor stand straighter, allowing 
him to use the upper body for leverage. 
Butt harnesses tend to make sailors 
adopt a squatting style, and in choppy 
seas the short sailor's butt will often hit 
the tops of waves, causing him to lose 
balance and sail control. 

Boom height is important as well. On 
slalom boards, try to have the boom 
height at a level that makes the harness 
lines come off the boom on the same 
plane as the boom itself. In other words, 
don't have the booms so high that the 
lines point down from the boom to the 
harness hook. And don’t position them 
so that the lines come off the boom and 
up to the harness. This, along with guts 
and determination (short people have 
both), will add miles per hour to your 
speed. 


Rerfiac 


Respected as the world’s fastest masts, 
Serfiac’s reputation is founded on an 
impressive performance record including 
the Speed Warld record holder in ocean 
sailing, World Champion on Series Boards, 
first in Division 2 and World Cup Racing, 
and Uforld Champion Open Class in 1987. 


1988 Serfiac Models 


Model Stiffness 

Weight 

Length 

Color 

Sport 

7.2 

2.4 kg 

4.65m 

Gold 

Sport 2-pc 

7.2 

2.4 kg 

4.65m 

Gold 

Slalom 

7.4 

2.3 kg 

4.85m 

Green 

Pro Light 

7.5 

2.2 kg 

4.70m 

Red 

Pro Long 

7.8 

2.8 kg 

5.40m 

Red 

Pro 

7.9 

2.5 kg 

5.10m 

Red 

Bora Epoxy 

6.8 

2.6 kg 

4.65m 

Blue 


KlLWELL 

THE STRONG MAST 


The secret of its strength lies in its 
prepreg polyester consruction. The 
flexibility and weight of each section of 
a Kilwell mast is selectively controlled 
maximizing stiffness and crush strength. 


“It's the only surf mast I feel confident 
selling for the heavy surf conditions 

Of Oahu’S North Shore.” Steve Village, Owner 

North Shore Surf & Sail 


1988 Kilwell Models 


Model Stiffness 

Weight 

Length 

Wave Comp 1-pc 

7.2 

2.9 kg 

4.50m 

Wave Comp 2-pc 

7.2 

3.3 kg 

4.50m 

Fun Slalom 1-pc 

7.0 

2.5 kg 

4.50m 

Fun Slalom 2-pc 

7.0 

2.9 kg 

4.50m 

Carbon Speed 

7.3 

1.6 kg 

4.50m 


Murrays Marine Is the exclusive U.S. Distributor for Serfiac ’ and KflwelT 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


Murrays Marine po rov Aon . . . 

rv box 490 Carpintena, CA 93013 (805)684 8393 
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around too much. Pumping to catch a 
wave helps, but once you’re planing, hold 
steady to attain maximum board speed. 
Try to sail straight and fast, changing 
direction only to avoid hitting the back of 
a wave, since this could slow the board 
and knock it off plane. 

FINE-TUNING 

On most boards, fine-tuning is much 
the same. There should be no large 
scratches on the surface, and I usually 
sand the bottom to a smooth finish with 
either wet or dry number 400 sandpaper. 
Any excess slot area in the fin box should 
be covered; sticky tapes like mylar or 
packing tape work well. 

The back footstrap should be located 
just above the leading edge of the fin or 
close to it. If the footstrap is too far for¬ 
ward, your steering ability will be ham¬ 
pered. In chop, it is important to have the 
strap back to keep the nose of the board 


Sail trim is of the 
greatest importance. 
Always try to use the 
mast that is recommended 
by the sailmaker. The sail 
won’t hold its shape 
when the mast used is 
too soft, and masts that 
are too stiff tighten 
the foil so much that 
they tend to bog 
down easily. 


up. Try to use as few footstraps as pos¬ 
sible, because each strap weighs nearly 
a pound when wet. Also, footstraps tend 
to get in the way in lighter wind as you 
step back and forth. 

Sail trim is of the greatest impor¬ 
tance. Always try to use the mast that is 
recommended by the sailmaker. The sail 
won’t hold its shape when the mast used 
is too soft, and masts that are too stiff 
tighten the foil so much that they tend to 
bog down easily As far as cutting masts 
is concerned, cut at the tip if you want a 
stiffer mast and at the base if the mast is 
suited for your sail. When cutting the 
base, make sure the mast diameter 
doesn’t change or the universal may not 
fit afterwards. Another thing about using 
too soft a mast is that when the sail gets 
powered up, it tends to fold inside-out at 
the top. This makes sailing very difficult. 
You’ll get slammed into the water often if 
this is the case, especially when sailing 



The pleasure of windsurfing—To be fun, fast, lively 
and competitive—To be easy, exciting and afford¬ 
able—To be innovative in design and construction- 
To listen to and learn from all the people involved, 
from beginner to world champion. This is TIGA. 
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upwind. 

When using cambered sails, make 
sure all the battens rotate completely. If 
they don’t, loosening the tension on the 
battens helps. Loosening the downhaul a 
bit works, too 

One-design boards should be 
tended to in much the same way as fun 
and slalom boards. Read the class rules 
before making any modifications, how¬ 
ever. Duct tape works for tightening up 
the daggerboard in its well. 

For all types of sails, keep the booms 
very tight on the mast and tie off all lines 
in such a way that they can be adjusted 
on the water. With adjustable booms, 
make sure they fit the sail perfectly, be¬ 
cause excess length will allow the sail to 
spill wind, which depowers the rig. 

Sailing fast is fun and can be accom¬ 
plished by anyone. It just takes time on 
the board as well as a watchful mind. 
When sailing, take note of what seems to 



This sail's center of effort is too far forward of 
the daggerboard, because the sail has a short 
boom and the mast track is all the way in the 
forward position. As a result, the board will 
constantly try to head away from the wind. By 
moving the track back several inches, the board 
will point higher and be easier to steer. 

give you speed and what doesn’t. Every¬ 
one sails differently, and while the tips I've 
given here can help, you need to analyze 
your gear and your technique daily. 

How can you evaluate your speed 


style? If you seem to be going really fast 
on a given day, ask yourself these ques¬ 
tions: How were the harness lines set? 
What was the boom height? Was I sailing 
over- or underpowered? Was the water 
choppy or flat? Was anything new or 
different, such as a fin, mast, or sail? 
Where was the mast foot placed? It's a 
good idea to write these answers down, 
especially when there are figures in¬ 
volved. 

I hope these tips can help you get 
better speed from your board! Practice 
every chance you get, and I’ll see you out 
on the water! • 


Greg Aguera is sponsored by O'Brien Inter¬ 
national Sailboards, Hi-Tech Accessories- 
USA, and Wilson Fins (Hyperform). In 1987, 
he placed fourth in the Gorge Hi-Wind Classic 
and sixth in the Gorge Blowout. He's been 
sailing for 11 years and at 5'5 m and 145 
pounds, he is classified as a short-but really 
fast-sailor 
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The Lowdown On The High End 


By Tom James 


( imagine that every hockey player in Canada would 
like to take the ice just once with Gretzky's stick; 
that every budding chef would probably like to be 
turned loose in Paul Proudhomme's kitchen; and 
just the same, every windsurfer would like to take a 
spin on a pro’s gear. 

A pro's gear is definitely special-on the cutting 
edge. What they are using is often up to a year ahead 
of what the “general public" gets to ride. Some manu¬ 
facturers like to talk about their team using stock equip¬ 
ment. This is true in some cases-but more often than 
not, the board that looks like the one in your local shop 
is really a high-cost, high-tech hybrid of what the con¬ 
sumer can get. 

The key differences are usually in weight and stiff¬ 
ness. Although most pros' waveboards are con¬ 
structed in an identical manner to anyone else's, and 
speed boards rarely use exotics, it is with the slalom 
and course boards that the differences become appar¬ 
ent. These are usually constructed with a styrene core 
surrounded by epoxy with carbon fiber. In addition to 
providing incredible stiffness, this construction method 
makes boards feather-light. While most nine-foot pro¬ 
duction slalom boards come in at around 22 pounds, a 
pro's machine will only weigh 12 to 15 pounds. 

Although these boards don't last more than a few 
months of serious sailing, these “disposables" are 
necessary for a pro to be competitive in the cut-throat 
“take every advantage I can get” world of professional 
racina. Not only does the lighter weight make the hu s 


more lively, it also makes for a quicker planing and 
accelerating board. 

As far as rigs go, differences can be more subtle. 

Usually, the appearance of the pros' sails is similar, but 
subtle differences are found in the cut and outline 
Occasionally a new high-tech material will be experi¬ 
mented with, but will seldom be used in racing. Even if 
something radical shows potential, most racers will hold 
off on using it and opt for their familiar tested rigs. Of 
course, the most successful of the prototypes used by 
the pros become designs for next year's production 
sails, but the changes are more likely to be evolutions 
than radical shifts in thought. 

The masts, booms, and universal of the pros are 
rarely too exciting either. In some rare circumstances, 
such as in speed sailing, they will have an ultra-stiff 
$500 carbon mast, but most of the rigging used is quite 
standard. Sure, team sailors will test the new gadgets 
companies come out with, but unless there is some real 
significant advantage, most pros like to use the most 
simple stuff they can get their hands on. 

I personally have good equipment-the best I can 
afford to buy. But I was curious-just how much better 
could their stuff feel? In any equipment-oriented sport 
the telling question is always: “Is it the guy, or the gear, 
that makes him so good?" I intended to find out. 

Since I was in Mauii there seemed to be plenty of hot 
equipment in my vicinity- • headed straight for Hookipa, 
where I ran into Dave Kalama. His board seemed to be 
hitting more than its fair share of loops and aerial-off- 
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Obviously, Nevin is a lot more at home on his board than I am. It was tough tor me to keep the nose down 
In the water. Note the slotted center concaves on the bottom, and extra-long harness llnes-the keys to 
speed? 


the-lips, so I thought I'd better give it a try. 

Dave was using his favorite asymmet¬ 
rical: an 8'6‘ X 22' Gerry Lopez shape of 
Dave's design. Dave generally prefers to 
use his round pin unless the waves are 
really good, but I caught him with his ace, 
getting ready for a contest. This is not 
your average wave board. Besides being 
a good three-quarters of an inch wider 
than what most people ride, Dave’s board 
is not a standard can-opener either. The 
cutback side is a curvy round pin with the 
bottom turn side being a drawn-out pin¬ 
tail. In addition, the cut-out is only about 
six inches. This, Dave explains, keeps 
good area through the tail making for 
higher jumps. 

His fin was a prototype Maui Fin 
Company slotted wave design, with 
some special input from Dave. At the 
base, the fin is full-chord, and rather then 
narrowing like a cutaway fin, trailing edge 
actually goes out farther, then comes 
back like a standard wave fin. This, he 
explains, lets him sheet in and power up 
against the wide base without breaking 
free as a standard cutaway might. I really 
noticed little difference, except that it felt 
incredibly loose when I tried one on my 
own board. 

For his rig, Dave is a real company 
man. Sail by North/Ezzy, booms by North 
with an uphaul, a two-piece North surf 
mast, North universal, but Da Kine har¬ 
ness lines. This is all stock stuff-identical 
to what the general public can buy, so I 
wasn’t all that worried about washing his 
gear up on the rocks if it came down to it. 
Dave is pretty easygoing, so he did not 


seem to be too worried about me taking 
some of his favorite stuff out in moderate¬ 
sized Hookipa surf. With that in mind, it 
was a little easier for me to head out to get 
my first taste of a pro’s equipment-in this 
case, one of the top wave sailors in the 
world. 

The first thing I noticed was that his 
harness lines were short, and very close 
together. That, I theorized, was because 
Dave never sits back in his harness and 
just cruises way on the outside. However, 
Dave later explained to me that the short¬ 
ness of the lines lets him stand more 
upright if he is in the harness, and having 


the lines close together gives him more 
room to freely move his hands around 
the booms. He saiis aggressively, and I 
figured I had better do the same. Going 
out, I hit a couple of distance jumps, 
getting a lot of lift off the wide tail-just as 
Dave said I would. I jibed onto a good 
sized wave with a bit of difficulty com¬ 
pared to my wave board and proceeded 
to see what his board could do. 

I have to admit, this was one of the 
hardest waveboards to control I’d ever 
been on. Dave explained that he likes 
boards with less rocker since it gives him 
more speed. I had all the speed I wanted 
with his 4.5m2, and I found I couldn’t 
really dig into a bottom turn on this board. 
Off the top, though, it was very snappy. 



Surprisingly, Jimmy Lewis' boards had no exotics-just standard double stringer Clark Foam blanks with 
normal glass. 
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His sail took me a bit to get used to, since 
I sail soft surf sails However, it felt great 
on the jumps, and for a full battened sail, 
it “luffed” out pretty well when necessary 
After I did a couple of ins and outs, I 
looked on the beach, expecting to see 
Dave carefully watching my every move 
on his precious gear. Instead, Dave was 
nowhere to be seen (probably off having 
a Coors Light somewhere), but what I did 
notice was that every tourist on the beach 
had his eye on me: “Dave Kalama, US 
212.” It was then that I realized the re¬ 
sponsibility I had taken upon myself. 
Dave’s reputation was at stake. There are 
probably a few people who came to 
Hookipa, watched "Kalama," and deter¬ 
mined that "he" wasn't really too out¬ 
standing. I felt bad about the whole thing, 
and since I couldn’t get a real handle on 
his board, I came in-disillusioned on what 
a pro’s wave board felt like. His rig felt 
great-everything was perfectly in bal¬ 
ance; but his board was so flat that it had 
to be sailed with a lot more force and 
power than I was putting on it. 

After being on Dave’s board, I have to 
respect his ability more than ever, be¬ 
cause in my opinion, his board is not 
some magic off-the-lipping machine. It 
does allow a sailor to get good air, 
though, so if you ever go to Hookipa and 
see Dave five feet higher than everyone 
else, part of the reason may lie in the tail 
of his board. 

Next, I cruised down the coast where 
I met up with Scott Trudon at Spreck- 
elsville. Scott is known on Maui for his 
prowess on a slalom board, and since he 
was going around bragging about his 
newest one, I figured I had better try it. 

This fast-looking all-grey board 
turned out to be his high-wind slalom 
board. A 9' X 22” Hi-tech with a 13” tail, it 
was shaped and designed by Craig 
Maisonville. "It's a styrene blank with no 
stringer to make it as light as possible,” 
Scott claims, "and it is glassed with car¬ 


bon and Kevlar-no regular cloth." 

On closer inspection, I discovered 
this board is not really very boxy for a 
slalom board. This, combined with the 
smoothness of the single-into-quadro- 
concave is what Scott claims makes the 
board so fast in chop. "The single up front 
seems to ride over the chop easily, while 
the four concaves in back give an incredi¬ 
bly smooth and controllable ride when it is 
really rough. The only problem, is "The 
thing won’t slow down when you sheet 
out," he noted with the authority of the 
shaper himself, He went on to explain that 
the board is made for turning. It has very 
little vee and a lot of rocker-almost like a 
wave board, or at least a wave slalom, but 
Scott assured me it has the speed 
needed for serious slalom racing. His fin, 
a drawn-back noserider design, gives 
him better turning ability, with just a mini¬ 
mal loss on the top-end. 

What is most impressive about this 
board on the beach is that it is super, and 
I mean super light. It’s 12 or 13 pounds at 
best, and most of that weight is in the 
straps and skeg. Scott took the unreal 
weight in stride, just claiming, "It acceler¬ 
ates! 

"Granted," he says, "it’s pretty fragile. 
The life of the board isn’t going to be too 
long, but we want performance, not lon¬ 
gevity.” 

“Gee thanks, Scott,” I thought, as he 
handed over his rig. Not that I was going 
for jumps, but one errant flat landing on 
this board and his racing season would 
be over. I read this on Scott's face as I 
was about to jump aboard. 

Scott stopped me as I was nearing the 
water. He wanted to talk about the rig. It 
really was not as special as his board, but 
I sensed he was edgy about me going out 
on "his baby," so we talked some more. 
Naturally, though, I was dying to get out 
on the lightest board I had ever sailed. 
Although the 5.7m2 Pryde World Cup 
was custom-made (Scott now rides UP 




sails), it was essentially the same as the 
'88 production ones, but just a bit lighter, 
Scott pointed out. The booms were fairly 
short, and the sail had a good bit of roach. 
However, it felt very light up top and 
pumped well. He had it on a Serf iac mast, 
with Hi-tech booms and universal. Fi¬ 
nally, Scott pointed out his uphaul: "stan¬ 
dard equipment." I hopped on before he 
could say anything else. 

Not surprisingly, I was up and planing 
in the marginal 12 to 15 knots hugging the 
shoreline. The board felt livelier than 
anything I had ever ridden-almost like 
there was nothing but air under my feet. 
Immediately I was in a solid 15 to 18 and 
got back-way back in the footstraps. I 
was just getting comfortable when I 
hooked in and leaned back, and back 
some more, and then I realized that Scott 
has some long arms, and wears his 
speed seat way down low. I couldn’t even 
begin to hook in with my waist harness, so 
I had to adjust them. Finally, I was just 
flying, but the ride over the chop was not 
too bad. Scott has his back strap only 
about seven or eight inches off the tail, so 
not much of the board was in the water at 
all. Still, the board (the fin) was holding a 
line pretty well. 

I already loved the board-the top-end 
seemed limitless, and the board foot- 
steered with almost no pressure at all. It 
was so much fun going out I realized that 
I hadn’t even turned it yet. Jibing this 
board was very interesting. Since Scott 
had some marks set up, I aimed for one. 
I approached from a standard angle, then 
dug the rail and leaned hard, expecting 
this to carry me through a smooth arc 
around the mark. Instead, I nearly did a 


Left: Scott Trudon’s high-wind board is so light 
that it can plane through some fairly large holes. 
The rails on this board look more like those of a 
wave board than a winning slalom machine. 
Above: The single-to-quadro concave made for an 
extremely comfortable ride over choppy waves. 
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snap jibe, over-rotated and rounded into 
the wind. “Wait a minute,” I thought, “this 
is supposed to be a slalom board. No 
slalom boards turn this easily.” So again, 
I quickly got up to speed and just put 
minimal pressure on the back of the rail. 
It turned so well that I was not prepared to 
get the booms around to keep on a plane. 
Still, even after messing up on turns, the 
board accelerated so well it was easy to 
get going again. Eventually I mastered 
the technique of turning the board, which 
was just to go easy on it for the mellow 
planing jibe, or to dig the rail for just a 
second, then change your feet and 
quickly step forward to keep its plane 
going. I'm sure with more practice you 
could learn to sail this maneuverable 
board with much more precision, but I 
had enough of a taste to know how I 
wanted my next slalom board to ride. 
Thanks, Scott. 

That same day there also happened 
to be some speed boards on the beach. 
Wait a minute, did I say some speed 
boards? These were the boards of Jimmy 
Lewis, shaper of eight of the top 10 
boards (his own is currently third), and 
one was that of Fred Haywood, the first 
windsurfer to go over 30 knots, and one of 
four sailors to break 36 knots. It was only 
blowing about 15 to 20, but Fred and 
Jimmy were going way faster than every¬ 
one else out. Not being much of a speed 
sailor, I really only wanted to ride one of 


them, but then I figured it would hurt the 
other’s feelings, so I took both boards out 
for a spin. 

Both boards were shaped by Jimmy 
Lewis. Both boards were 8'9" X15" with 8" 
wide tails a foot from the back. Both 
boards were fairly thick, almost as boxy 
as a small slalom board, and had simple 
round pin shapes, having the wide point 
four or five inches forward of center. Both 
boards also looked a lot narrower than 
anything I had ever ridden. While Jimmy 
informed me that these boards could 
reach record speeds, the real record 
setters are those measuring 8'6" X 13". 
The only difference between the boards 
as far as I could tell was that Jimmy's was 
a single-into-double-concave going into 
a definite flat. Fred’s was a vee bottom 
throughout. 

Of course, their rigs were completely 
different. Jimmy was using one of his 
Gaastra Speed Trials 5.3-a 10 batten 
design, eight of which had cambers 
(Jimmy is now on UP sails). This sail, 
Jimmy says, is what he uses in about 25 
knots on a good flat course. Since it was 
so much choppier at Sprecks than on an 
actual speed course, he was using less 
sail. His components were all Fleetwood, 
except for a little device on the deck of his 
board which his mast foot screwed into. A 
Japanese design from a company called 
360 Degrees, this device canted his rig 
back by about 20 degrees. Fred had up 


a standard production Neil Pryde 5.4m2 
Speed RAF. 

I took Jimmy’s board out first. “Have 
you ever sailed a speed board before?" 
he asked me before I went out. “Sure," I 
said, and I hopped on and immediately 
sank, rounded up, and fell. I then got to 
waterstart the little needle with perhaps 
the world’s heaviest sail. Eight cambers 
is no laughing matter. The sail did have 
plenty of power though, and I slowly rose 
up and started to move. Now these 
boards go fast, but they don't go fast too 
quickly. Unless it is just cranking, you 
first have to give a couple of pumps to 
emerge above the water-line. At this 
point, the booms seemed incredibly 
high because I was sinking, but when I 
caught some wind and started to plane, 
the rig felt pretty well proportioned for 
me. I was planing, going about as fast as 
anyone out there, but I couldn't get back 
into the straps. There I was, going as I 
normally go when I’m maxed out on a 
wave board, and I wasn’t even in the 
straps yet. Jimmy later informed me that 
this was normal, and on the really small 
boards, you are going about 25 knots 
before you can even get in the straps. 
Finally, I raked the sail back, letting its 


Below left: Fred Haywood keeps his harness 
lines short, which allows him to stand more 
upright. Dave Kalama’s asymmetrical (bottom 
right) is a combination of a short round pin and a 
drawn-out pintail. Far left: Kalama’s gear Is 
built for lift and speed, so he gets a little more 
height out of his jumps than most people. 

Here’s a view from at least 20 feet up. 
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huge foot close the gap completely, got in 
the straps, and took off feeling incredibly 
fast. "This is fun, really fun,” I thought as 
I blew by most everyone. 

So, as expected, the board was ex¬ 
tremely fast. However, what really sur¬ 
prised me was the fact that it went through 
lulls and holes like they did not even exist. 
Once up on a plane, my apparent wind 
was so great that it seemed like nothing 
could slow me down-nothing but a jibe, 
that is. Turning this board was fairly easy, 
as long as you didn’t try to jam a really 
tight turn. But the board would drop off a 
plane if you didn’t get the sail powered up 
quickly enough. This sail did not jibe like 
a slalom sail. Once rotated, it does not 
want to unrotate. Of course, this is not 
really important for a speed sail. 

Riding Jimmy’s board was about as 
much fun as I’ve had on flat water for a 
long time, but I didn’t want to go making 
a big deal about it until I became a "vet¬ 
eran” of speedboards, and rode Fred’s 
also. So I hopped on Fred’s-didn’t sink 
this time, and took off. Unfortunately, I 
couldn't tell any difference from Jimmy's 
board, even though they were completely 
different designs. Jimmy’s seemed to go 
through lulls better, but I think that was his 
sail. The Gaastra also felt faster and more 
powerful, and seemed to more naturally 
ease into the raked back, gap-closed 
position. This could have been due to his 
360 thing, though. 


Fred’s sail was a lot more fun to sail. It 
was 10 times as easy to waterstart, and it 
jibed as well as most slalom sails. Fred 
sets his harness lines a lot shorter than 
Jimmy does-even though he has longer 
arms. Fred explains that he likes to be 
standing upright, and has the weight to 
keep the sail vertical without having to be 
way over the water. In any case, it really 
surprised me that both these boards 
could be sailed so well in moderate air. It 


Unfortunately, Nevin wasn’t 
as excited about me taking 
his course board out in 20 
knots as I was. 


was a lot of fun being the fastest on the 
water, and knowing that if someone came 
out and was going faster, it couldn’t be 
because he was on better equipment, as 
I was on as good as it ever gets. 

These boards were interesting, but I 
needed to sail one that was proven in 
competition; and at the Bahamas Interna¬ 
tional Windsurfing Regatta I got the 
chance. As Nevin Sayre came in on his 
course board after nailing five bullets out 
of six races against some of the top pros 
in the world, I knew it was his board I had 
to try. 

Unfortunately, Nevin wasn’t as ex¬ 


cited about me taking his cou’se board 
out in 20 knots as I was Not only was this 
the board which won the Bahamas race, 
and saw World Cup action, but also the 
one that smoked the fleet in Baja Need¬ 
less to say, Nevin liked this board, and he 
wanted to keep it in mint condition. 
Obviously, he knew how hard the board 
was to control in high winds, and was not 
sure I was man enough to handle it. He 
agreed anyhow. 

I figured that a world class course 
board would be radically different-look¬ 
ing from production models, but Nevin’s 
was very "Equipe-y" looking. However, 
the bottom on this Mistral prototype 
shaped by Harold Iggy is not as stan¬ 
dard, having a four panel bottom with the 
inner two concaves being recessed. 
"Actually, it’s an Equipe outline with a 
Diamond Head bottom," Nevin notes. I 
must add that its weight falls somewhere 
between that of those two boards: it’s 
very light, to say the least. In fact, Nevin 
spared nothing in reducing its weight-he 
even removed the neoprene covers on 
the straps, making it necessary to use 
booties to sail the board. 

"Yeah, I want to use the rig also," I 
said to a shocked Sayre. While his board 
might be something special, his rig is 
amazing. Using Fiberspar masts and 
booms on his Mistral sail, the rig was 
ultra-light, and although Nevin said he 
hadn’t broken any yet, he was not too 
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willing to let me be the one to finish them 
off. Finally, we worked out the financial 
liability the magazine would take if, by 
chance, I did take the horrendous boom¬ 
breaking, mast-snapping fall. 

After the negotiations, I carefully car¬ 
ried the board to the water, gently set it 
down, softly stepped onboard and took 
off from the beach, with intentions to get 
as far away from Nevin’s scrutinizing eyes 
as possible. 

Naturally, what I had to deal with first 
on his board was the length of his harness 
lines. Either Nevin has extremely long 
arms, or an orangutan set his lines for him. 
Next on the agenda was getting comfort¬ 
able in the light, but coverless straps. In 
addition, the straps are set much farther 
back than on a production race board. 
With these obstacles out of my way, I was 
able to see what the board could do for 
me. I slid the track up, kicked the large 
wooden daggerboard down, headed up, 
and did an immediate unintentional 
railride. Simultaneously, my feet slipped 
farther into the straps, the harness line 
dropped out of my hook, and I dropped 
the rig. It was only then that I realized 
what Nevin was on to. Fear overcame me 
as I uphauled the rig: it was too easy- 
something had to be wrong. Much to my 
relief, it was just the super-light mast and 
booms that made it so easy to uphaul. 
Once sailing again, I started beating 
upwind and was astonished at how well 
the sharp-railed board motored upwind. 
Due to the stiffness, there was no slug¬ 
gish feeling as the board slapped against 
the chop. Nor did the board slow down 
much as I pinched nearly right up to the 
mark. Furthermore, the rig was a dream 
to tack. 

Off the wind the board was equally, if 
not more, impressive. Once I retracted 
the blade, slid the track back, and got 
way back in the straps, his 5.0m2 sail 
quickly motored the 12-foot beast on a 
broad reach to slalom board speed-at 
the very least. The board was on the brink 
of losing control, with just the large, 
swept-back Rainbow fin and about a foot 
of the board’s 12-foot length in the water. 
It almost felt like it was too light, but the 
acceleration was incredible. Jibing this 
board is also fairly remarkable consider¬ 
ing the hard rails and long amount of flat. 
It carves smoothly and predictably; so 
much so that it is hard to lose your plane 
on the jibes. There is no doubt that the 
board rips. 

What is amazing about Nevin's stuff is 
the attention he pays to the details. He 
did not want me to move the harness 
lines, as they obviously were set just as he 
likes them, and he had the finbox filled 
with silicon where the fin itself did not 
cover the gap. His fin had some detailing 
done to it, with the leading edge of the 
base being very sharp and pinched. Of 
this Nevin said, “I don't know if it helps 
any, but it feels good." 

“To say the least," I confirmed. • 
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Add I V0O.1apc—Foreign (allow 2 week* (or delivery) 
AHU.S Fund* 

D MC D MSA D Check or Money Order 
TOLL FREE 

1-800-451-0303 Ext. 112 


FAST 

SCISSORS 

ACTION 


STAINLESS 
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BOARD INSURANCE WITH 
ONE LOW PREMIUM 




Available by Mail Order 
In the United States (duty paid) 
*$12.95 U.S. Funds plus $2.00 
Handling & Priority Mail. 

Call 1r800-361-4912 for Information 
and credit card orders. 

Payment also by check, 

Money Order or C.O.D. 

(•Cost of credit card orders vary 
slightly due to U.S./Can. $ changes.) 
Absolute satisfaction guaranteed. 
MOTION DESIGN CREATIONS INC. 
P.O. Box 359, Hudson, Quebec 
Canada, JOP 1H0 
United States Patent N* 4,680,949 
Pat. Pend. - Canada. Australia. Europe & Japan 
Dealer inquiries invited 
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South Padre Island: 


The Best Little Windspot in Texas 































Big Wind Fix 


by Glenn McKinlay 

T he next time you get that 
craving for a wind fix, but 
can’t find enough fast- 
moving air nearby to sat¬ 
isfy your sailing habit, 
tune in your local weather 
channel and check out 
what’s happening down at South Padre 
Island. Chances are, it will be blowing. 

If you don’t know where to look on the 
weather map to find South Padre, pull out 
an atlas and look up the Lone Star State. 
Yep, pardner, we're talking Texas, and it 
ain’t just hats and ranches that are big 
down here When it blows in South Padre, 
it blows Texas-style, with a heapin’ help¬ 
ing of warm Gulf air served up for speed 
and wave sailors alike. 

The consistent winds of spring and 
fall, coupled with a location accessible to 
a large portion of the midwest and south¬ 
ern US, means South Padre is gaining a 
reputation as one of the best new 
windsurfing spots in the country. 

Padre Island stretches some 75 miles 
south from Corpus Christi almost to the 
border of Mexico and the Rio Grande. 
Much of the island, which is never more 
than a mile wide, is undeveloped national 
seashore. It is the southern end of the 
island, known as South Padre, that is 
attractive to visiting windsurfers. 

Sailboards are a recent arrival to the 
area, but tourism isn’t. South Padre is the 
main resort area of the Rio Grande Valley, 
and for years it has attracted vacationers 
from across Texas and the midwest who 
come seeking the warmth of its subtropi¬ 
cal climate and long stretches of sandy 
beaches. The result of this popularity? 
There is no shortage of condominiums, 
fast food joints, and T-shirt shops in the 
area. But there are also miles of deserted 
beaches waiting to be discovered and 
enough good sailing to keep most any¬ 
one happy. 

The South Padre area caters to all 
styles of sailing in conditions ranging 
from flat water to chop to waves. Speed 
sailors will want to head for the Ditch, 
while wave rats will find fulfillment at Boca 
Chica and along the Jetties. The folks 


Top: Most of Padre Island Is undeveloped 
national park land. Left: Thermal winds warm 
the waters from spring to fall, but dip down with 
the winter cold fronts. Center: The Brownsville 
shrimp fleet is the largest in the country. Right: 
Glenn McKinlay catches some chop on the way 
out at Boca. 



who just want to have fun in flat water and 
in some pretty good chop can select from 
a number of sites around the Bay. 

And now that we’ve finished the intro¬ 
ductions, let’s have a closer look at each 
of these areas. 

THE BAY 

What local sailors call “the Bay" is 
listed on the maps as Laguna Madre-a 
shallow inland lake connected to the sea 
through a small ship channel at the south¬ 
ern end of the island. The Bay is three and 
a half miles at its widest point, with depths 
ranging from knee to chest deep. The 
shallow waters of the Bay remain in the 
high 70s for much of the year, making it 
both an ideal training ground for begin¬ 
ners and a warm, comfortable stretch of 
water for experts. There are four main 
areas to sail in the Bay: the Flats, the 
Boatyard, Children's Beach, and 
Queenspoint. 

THE FLATS 

The most popular spot for visiting 
sailors is a wide, sandy area known as the 
Flats, which is located on the east side of 
the bay. just north of the island's devel¬ 
oped area. The Flats provide a wide, 
clean area for rigging, and excellent flat- 
water sailing in all wind conditions. The 
spring and fall thermal patterns that pro¬ 
vide much of the wind in South Padre 
sweep across the Flats from the south¬ 
east, creating excellent sideshore condi¬ 
tions. During the peak wind months of 
March through May and October through 
December, the Flats receive daily 
average winds of 20 to 30 miles an hour. 

May through October yields lighter 
winds, with a number of days in the 10 to 
25 mile an hour range, and air and water 
temperatures in the 80s to 90s. The dog 
days of July and August bring the lowest 
winds of the year to South Padre, and the 
hot months are definitely longboard, 
suntan season. 

At the other extreme are the winter 
cold fronts, which bring strong northerly 
winds of 20, 30, and even 40 miles an 
hour that blast across the flats, making for 
some chilly but fast wintertime action. 
Such winter storms are a hit and miss 
happening, as they are along much of the 
Gulf and southern Atlantic coast. Local 
sailors take advantage of the strong 
winds accompanying each passing front, 
but for consistency, the southeast ther¬ 
mals of spring and fall can’t be beat. 




APRIL 1988 




















Access to the Flats is from Highway 
100, and the turnoff is one and a half miles 
north of the Tiki Restaurant. Driving over 
the sand flats to the launching site is not 
dangerous, as the sand is hard-packed. 
Caution is needed around the soft sands 
near the dunes, however. If the flats 
become flooded, as they occasionally do 
during heavy rains or extra-high tides, 
you can sail from either of the other two 
bayside locations. 

THE BOATYARD 

A more centrally located alternative to 







the Flats is an area known as the 
Boatyard, which is about two miles north 
of the causeway to the mainland. Park¬ 
ing is limited at the Boatyard, and the 
launch site is small. But once you are on 
the water, there are excellent conditions 
for speed reaches and chop hopping. 

One advantage of the Boatyards is 
its convenient location to the restaurants 
and condos of the “strip." In addition, the 
yard is the home of Island Sailboat Rent¬ 
als, the largest sailboard rental on the 
island. 

CHILDREN'S BEACH 

At the island's southern tip is another 
sailing area, known as Children’s Beach. 
Unlike the rest of the Bay, this site has 
deep water straight off the beach, and it 
is close to the boat traffic of the deep¬ 
water ship channel. Beginning sailors 
can find shallow water within 150 feet of 
the windward shore, but much of the 
sailing is done in deep water. 

Because Children's Beach is ex¬ 
posed directly to the prevailing south¬ 
east thermal winds coming up from 


Top: Winter fronts bring boom- to mast-high swell with sideshore winds. Locals take full advantage ol 
Irontal winds (left), but wetsuits are a necessity (right). 


Mexico, the wind speed is often i.ve to 10 
miles an hour stronger than on the rest of 
the Bay An outgoing tide produces 
excellent chop hopping conditions, 
while the windward shore will give the 
sailor some smooth water for super high¬ 
speed reaching Tides can be tricky at 
this site, and the ability to waterstart is a 
necessity. 

To get to Children’s Beach, exit right 
coming off the bridge and follow signs to 
Isla Blanca Park. A $1 daily fee is 
charged for entrance to the park 

QUEENSPOINT 

Port Isabel, the small town on the 
mainland side of the causeway, was not 
sailed by locals until recently. It was the 
large chop on the western side of the bay 
which first attracted sailors to Port Isabel, 
and they soon discovered that at certain 
times, the thermal activity along the 
mainland strengthened the wind along 
the westward shore of the Bay. 

Sailing at Port Isabel is done from a 
spot known as Queenspoint. To find the 
launch site when driving from Padre Is¬ 
land, look for a large marina to the south 
of the causeway. There, adjacent to the 
intracoastal waterway, is a small spit of 
land which has become the launching 
area for this favorite chop spot. With 
stronger thermal winds and an outgoing 
tide, great sailing is possible. Locals of¬ 
ten have to break out 4.2 sails to cope 
with conditions. Here, as at Children's, 
waterstart skills are needed, and be sure 
to watch out for fishing boats and com¬ 
mercial ship traffic passing through the 
channel. 

Both Queenspoint and Children’s 
are excellent in a south wind, but when 
the cold fronts pass through the island 
and a strong north wind whips down the 
bay, your sailing choices are limited to 
the Flats and the Boatyard. 

THE DITCH 


If you feel the need for speed, the 
place to go is the Brownsville ship chan¬ 
nel, which is a quarter-mile-wide canal 
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The Ditch, where speed freaks can get their fill of flat water and strong winds. 


that runs some 20 miles from the Gulf of 
Mexico inland to the city of Brownsville 
This channel is used by the world’s larg¬ 
est shrimp boat fleet, and has the added 
benefit of being home to a truly world- 
class speed sailing spot, aptly named the 
Ditch. 

The ditch runs perpendicular to pre¬ 
vailing north or south winds, and its 
smooth, deep waters are perfect for 
speed runs. Because of the deep water, 
steady boat traffic, and onshore winds, 
the Ditch isn’t a good place for first-timers 
or even intermediates. 

To reach the sailing area, drive about 
six miles out of Port Isabel on Highway 48 
and look for a sign local windsurfers have 
made that says. “The Ditch." Follow the 
track that turns off by the sign until you 
reach the channel. 

One point to note about sailing at the 
Ditch is to watch for large tankers and 
cargo ships, as they cause large wind 
shadows and produce big wakes Big 
ships can’t maneuver or stop quickly, and 
they have no place to go except down the 
channel. If you fall in front of a ship, it’s up 
to you to avoid a disaster. Also, because 
such ships displace a large amount of 
water, the surge of their passing can 
wash away unsuspecting sailors and 


spectators. The best thing to do when a 
ship approaches is to get out of the water 
and move your board to high ground; this 
sounds drastic, but it’s not uncommon to 
see an unsuspecting family’s picnic 


washed into the channel! 

The best time of the year for Ditch sailing 
is March through November; the spring 
months are the absolute best. Summer 
winds are lighter, but 15 miles an hour is 


Where to Stay 

Accommodations on the island range 
from condo units to hotels to beach 
houses. Many have garages for equip¬ 
ment storage. The high-rate season runs 
from the beginning of Memorial Day 
weekend through Labor Day weekend. 
Value season begins after the Labor Day 
break and lasts on through to March. For 
accommodation information, call the 
South Padre Island Visitor & Convention 
Bureau, 1-800-992-7263; in Texas, call 
512-761-6433. Write PO Box 3500, South 
Padre Island, TX 78597. 

What to Eat 

The resort of South Padre Island has 
nearly 40 restaurants, with fare ranging 
from Mexican to seafood to Italian. Some 
of the better value spots are Jesse's 
Cantina and Lavios’s. Both are excellent 
for Mexican and are known for their Mar- 
garitas. If you're looking for good-value 
American food, then Blackboard's has 
the best burgers and sandwiches 
around. Early eaters can get to know the 
friendly staff at Ted's restaurant, and for 
that special meal out, try Scampi’s or the 
Yacht Club Hotel in Port Isabel. 

How to Get There 

You can fly Southwest, Continental, or 
American Airlines into Valley International 
Airport in Harlingen. Then, by car or 
shuttle, it is just a 40-minute drive to the 
island. 

No Wind? No Problem! 

There are several attractions on the is¬ 
land and in the surrounding area. Check 
out the aquariums, marine life, and 
extensive shell collection at the Pan 
American Coastal Studies Laboratory. 


The Laguna Atascosa Wildlife Refuge, 20 
miles northwest of the island, is a 45,000- 
acre federal preserve with a 16-mile 
bayside drive. The Turtle Lady, 11a Loet- 
scher, is an amazing woman who has 
taken the Ridley sea turtle-an endan¬ 
gered species-to heart at her home here 
on the island. The Gladys Porter Zoo is 
rated one of the nation’s best small zoos, 
with more that 1,800 mammals, birds, 
and reptiles, and is located in 
Brownsville. 

Mexico 

For anyone looking for a bargain gift or 
souvenir, Matamoros, Mexico, is the 
place and it's just a 30-minute drive 
southwest of the island. It has excellent 
shopping, especially if you’re into silver 
jewelry, leather goods, and handicrafts. 
Visit Blanca Whites for some traditional 
Mexican food and great Margaritas. 

Tours to Mexico are available from the 
island daily. 

Boardsailing: Shapers, Shops, 
and Events 

TROPIX SAILBOARDS, PO Box 1824, 

Port Isabel, TX 78578, 

512-943-4507. Shaper Courtney Parks is 
a long-time Padre Island resident. Some 
of the finest boards in Texas are shaped 
by Parks, who now specializes in the use 
of carbon fiber and kevlar. 

ON THE BEACH, 2105 Padre Boulevard, 
South Padre Island, TX 78597,512-761- 
1194. For wind and surf reports, call 
512-761-1121. High-wind equipment 
center handling Neil Pryde, North, and 
Simmer Sails, Windsurfing Hawaii, 
Streamlined, Fleetwood, Ampro Masts, 
Angulo Fins and Wilson Fins. 


PADRE MARINE SPORTS, 4708 Padre 
Boulevard, South Padre Island, TX 
78597, 512-761-1585. Alpha boards, Neil 
Pryde Sails, Ampro Masts, Windsurfing 
Hawaii. 

SAILBOARDS SOUTH, 204 W. Dolphin 
St., South Padre Island, TX 78597,512- 
761-5844. Gaastra Sails, Fleetwood, Fi¬ 
berglass Rn Company, and some used 
boards. 

Boardsailing Rentals 

WINDSURF INCORPORATED. PO Box 
3395, South Padre Island, TX 78597, 
512-761-1434. A new outfit, it’s run by 
local sailor Philip Money and offers pack¬ 
age deals with equipment and accommo¬ 
dations in close proximity to the island’s 
best sailing spots. Equipment can be 
rented separately by the day or week. 

Neil Pryde Sails, Windsurfing Hawaii 
accessories, Ampro Masts. A good 
selection of production and custom 
boards from eight to 12 feet. 

ISLAND SAILBOAT RENTALS, 512-761- 
5061. Sailboard rentals for beginners. 

Open on weekends only. 

Events 

APRIL 5-12, BIC SPORTS SPEED TRIAL. 

Both pros and amateurs will race in open 
and Bic sailboard classes. For informa¬ 
tion. contact Bic Sports at 203-281-7877. 

MAY 6-8, SOUTH PADRE ISLAND/WIN¬ 
TER PARK BLOWOUT. Triangle, slalom, 
and long-distance races at Laguna 
Madre Bay. For more information, contact 
the South Padre Island Visitor & Conven¬ 
tion Bureau at 1-800-992-7263 or 512- 
761-6433. 

— 
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Just like your old V-Dub, your 
Aitken board will be around 
for years. 

That’s because rugged poly¬ 
ethylene construction makes 
them tough, durable and 
reliable. 

Best of all, they’re yellow. 
(Other colors also 
available.) You have our 
word on it. Aitken. 


THE WATERSPORJS PEOPLE™ 


Aitken Industries. Inc 
RO. Box 3134 
Gardena. CA 90247 
(213) 323-0291 
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Build your own slalom or wave board using the 
same foam blanks as the pro’s. Now that you know 
what you want in a board but cannot find anyone to 
make one for you, it's time you made your own. 
CLARK FOAM has always been the industry stan¬ 
dard for surfboards and windsurfers but has not 
always been extremely easy to get. NOW IT IS 
(through Windsurfing by Mail). Three sizes to 
choose from: 

8'10" designed by Jimmy Lewis 
Order #4065100 

9'5" designed by Ed Angulo and Craig Maisonville 
Order #4065101 

9'8" designed by Rick Naish and Harold Iggy 
Order #4065102 

Call today 1-800-THE SURF and order yours!!!! 
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not uncommon throughout the summer. 
The ditch is not recommended in a north 
wind, although a few sailors attempt it 
during the cold fronts of winter. 

The first speed trial held in the Ditch 
in May of 1987 saw a top speed of over 31 
knots reached by Doug Bischoff, who 
went on to finish in second place behind 
Fred Haywood at Fuerteventura (Canary 
Islands, June 1987). 

WAVE SAILING SPOTS 

Without a doubt, South Padre boasts 
the best wavesailing area in Texas, and 
it is the only location where conditions 
are right for both prevailing sideshore 
winds from the south and the northerly 
frontal winds of winter. The reason for this 
is the rock structures located on both 
sides of the Brownsville ship channel, 
which produce good breaks on both a 
north and south swell. The area north of 
the channel is known as the Jetties, while 
the area to the south is called Boca 
Chica. 


The area north of the 
channel is known as the 
Jetties, while the area to 
the south is called Boca 
Chica. 


THE JETTIES 

The rock jetties extend about a quar¬ 
ter mile out into the Gulf of Mexico from 
the southern tip of the island and were 
created to shelter the ship channel en¬ 
trance. But they also provide a perfect 
chop barrier against southerly winds, 
and allow south swells to wrap around 
the rock line and produce some great 
“down the line" conditions for wave rid¬ 
ing and jumping in sideshore conditions. 

Prime times of the year for the Jetties 
are March through May and October 
through December. In fact, Christmas 
Day 1987, while most people were sitting 
down to Christmas dinner, locals were 
out sailing four- to five-foot waters with 25 
to 30 mile an hour sideshore winds, in 80- 
degree air and 69-degree water. 

To get to the Jetties, go south off the 
bridge into Isla Blanca Park till the road 
ends, where there is plenty of parking 
space and a shower nearby. When sail¬ 
ing the Jetties, please have some re¬ 
spect for the local surfers, as they have 
to wait much longer to catch waves, and 
there are plenty to go around. 

Conditions at the Jetties are often too 
much for first-time wave sailors. Waves 
range from one to 10 feet, with a large 
shorebreak and a shallow first sandbar. 
In a north wind, the Jetties are not good 
for anyone, beginner or expert. 
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Rapid Transit System — 
HiFly’s All-New Superfun! 

W ith its easy-handlina. l« 

Sail and it* 
bottom sham - 
you fun to ' 
transitions 
sailors. For 
fully retractaol 
speed and jibes you to 
to the wing pintail. Tf 
bottom configuration 
and extreme stability * 
assure clean water reta 
renowned high-technology , ioo, like 
the rugged rig shown below with a vario-mast 
extension and concentric locking collar. All this 
fun and technology can be yours at a down-to- 
earth price! 


htwoinht Ft in Wing 



























Why switch? 

1. The Z-Boom allows straight wrist position, reducing arm and wrist 
strain, providing a more comfortable, powerful forehand position. 

2. Lower boom height combined with higher mast attachment gives 
impressive control advantages! 

3. Z-Boom gives 20" of adjustment with no additional hardware. 
Positioning holes are completely sealed from sand and water so the 
boom stays light and adjustment stays easy. 

4. Tubes are hard tempered after bending for superior grain structure. 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 

Murrays Marine P.O. Box 490, Carpinteria, CA 93019 (805) 684-5446 
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Ibr Those Demanding 

the Best 

Specs: 

Weight: 10.5 kg (23 lbs.) 

Length: 295 cm (9'8") 

Width: 61 cm (24") 

Volume: 125 liters 

R>r more information and the name of the dealer nearest you, 
call 1-800-248-2293; in PA 717-374-2618. 



BOCA CHICA 

The mirror image to the Jetties is Boca 
Chica, the nuclear wind and wave center 
of southern Texas. Fronts arriving from 
the plains states charge across Texas 
each winter and spring, bringing north to 
northwest howlers and perfect wavesail¬ 
ing conditions at ‘'Boca.” 

The best months for Boca are be¬ 
tween October and March, when the 
north swell and frontal winds turn on the 
juice. If Boca is sailable, waves will usu¬ 
ally be at least four to six feet, and there 
are days each winter when waves get to 
mast high and winds peak at 30 to 40 
miles an hour. 

Boca is the longest and most difficult 


PADREM0BILES 

By Michael Lorimer 

How do South Padre Island locals 
solve the challenge faced by all sailors 
who want to transport a variety of 
equipment to a wide range of loca¬ 
tions? The most striking example is Will 
and Gill Carter's bread truck. This 
Chevy Stepvan replaced an aging 
Suburban as the perfect vehicle for 
their growing collection of boards and 
rigs. It was cheap. The aluminum body 
doesn't rust, and best of all, there's 
plenty of room for a selection of fully- 
rigged sails inside. 

The Stepvan already had a new 
coat of white paint, so all it needed was 
some interesting graphics. Will and Gill 
used a projector to display enlarged 
images of sailing shots, then traced the 
outlines onto the van's sides and rear. 
One shot was enhanced to make the 
jumping sailor look like Buckwheat, a 
nickname for Will. 

Other touches include a hand 
shower for washing off equipment and 
feet, a CB to keep in touch with friends 
at other spots, a 15-knot wind sock, a 
musical horn, and a loudspeaker Will 
uses to bully other vehicles out of prime 
parking spaces. 

Gene Bagley needed a vehicle that 
would carry merchandise for his shop, 
On The Beach, and also be useful for 
windsurfing. A long-time surfer, Gene 
became an enthusiastic sailor several 
years ago. He found that the smaller 
four-wheel-drive trucks that were great 
for surfing trips to Mexico and Central 
America proved too small for his 
expanding quivers of sails and boards. 
He now uses a long-wheelbase Ford 
Quadravan which just fits in his garage 
and can swallow plenty of equipment 
or people. Four-wheel drive also 
ensures an escape from a high tide at 
Boca Chica or a slippery bank at the 
Ditch. 

Other locals' solutions range from 
the covered pickup trucks of Doug 
Harren and Jerry Crow to the stretch 
vans of Mark Connell and Chuck 
Sweetman. Coloradians with less 
extensive quivers usually arrive in small 
vehicles. The two-day road trip places 
additional demands on their vehicles, 
what with the mountainous conditions 
at home. 
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spot in the South Padre area to reach. To 
get there, you take the same route you 
would going to the Ditch and continue 
along Highway 48 to Brownsville. Take a 
left on Route 511 till you reach Highway 
4. Go left again and carry on until you 
reach the beach. Now is the time to 
check your driving conditions, because 
you have several miles of driving on the 
beach ahead of you. If you have never 
driven on sand before, it can be unnerv¬ 
ing. 

Make sure the tide is not up to the soft 
sand near the dunes before venturing 
on, because any vehicle without four 
wheel drive stands a good chance of 
getting stuck in the soft stuff. Also, drive 
slowly and watch out for bottles, cans, 
and fish bones that get washed up and 
can easily give you more than one punc¬ 
ture. If possible, arrange beforehand to 

THE TEXAS-MAUI CONNECTION 

by Maro Lorimer 

When in South Padre, if you want 
to do as the locals do, you ride a 
Tropix sailboard built by Courtney 
Parks. Courtney has shaped boards in 
Hawaii and the mainland for nearly 25 
years. His current designs are custom- 
made for the area’s various conditions: 
speed boards for the Ditch, slalom 
boards for the Bay, and wave boards 
specially suited for the surf at the 
Jetties and Boca Chica. 

Not that Tropix boards are built 
with only these places in mind. 

Courtney estimates that 50 percent of 
his boards go out of state. They've 
done well in competition at the Gorge 
and have been shipped to many other 
locations since the shop opened with 
the name “Tropical Storm" in 1982. 

Courtney gets local input into his 
designs through team riders. They and 
he ride the boards all year in South 
Padre as well as on regular trips to 
Maui. Courtney values what he calls 
his own "Hawaiian connection" as an 
important influence on his boards. 

"Because I'm able to go to Maui 
during the winter and have some 
strong connections to the sailing world 
over there, it gives me the opportunity 
to really stay on top of things," 

Courtney says. "It keeps me one step 
ahead of a lot of people here." 

Anyone wanting to ride a Tropix 
board in South Padre can try the 
demos at On The Beach on Padre 
Boulevard. Phillip Money also offers a 
huge fleet of Tropix rental boards, as 
well as excellent rigs, through Wind 
Surf, Inc., (512) 761-1210. 

The factory location of Tropix 
sailboards is simply "on the banana 
docks" in Port Isabel, so ask a local for 
directions. If the wind's not blowing, 
you can find Courtney in his factory 
shaping in the morning until 11:30, 
then laminating in the afternoon. 

There's no phone at the shop, but you 
might catch him after hours at (512) 
943-4507. Correspondence can be 
sent to PO Box 1824, Port Isabel, TX 
78578. 



BOARD COVER — Protects board from sunlight and minor abrasions. Features Cordura 
W foam padded nose, carrying handle and shoulder strap. Draw string closure allows fin 
to remain on board. Wave size fits e’-S’lO", slalom size fits 8'10”-9’8". 

W BOARD BAG — is padded with W foam making it ideal for car top transport and throw 
about. Silver nylon reflects sunlight and keeps board cool. Fin slot allows fin to remain on 
board during transport. Bag features a zipper around entire perimeter for easy access. Fits 
up to 9’6” board. 

Vi" BOARD BAG — used by top pros around the world, this bag is designed for airline 
travel and offers the maximum in board protection. Made with nylon laminated to W foam 
and a heavy duty zipper around the perimeter, this bag also features a Vfe" foam zipper liner 
which doubles foam thickness to 1” at rails. Single, up to 9’6", Double, up to 10’6", Pan Am, 
up to 13’. 

XSTREAMLINE BOARD BAGS — THE BAG PREFERRED 
BY PROFESSIONAL BOARDSAILORS. 

For information on Xstreamline products write to: 

Xstreamline Sports, 1902 S. Pacific Ave., San Pedro, Calif. 90731 
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AILBOARDS 

Complete Systems • Dill Designed 


FINS 


For Control and 
Top Speed! 


For new color brochure and piranha sticker: Send $2.00 to Dill 
Sailboards, 1027 Industrial Avenue, Hood River, OR 97031 or call 
503-386-6202 
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Shred Waves, not Gear! 



Now you can permanently and easily repair: 

• TORN SAILS • SCUFFED BATTEN POCKETS • HULL LEAKS • WETSUITS • 
DAMAGED BOOM GRIPS • WORN BOOTIES • RIPPED FOOTSTRAPS • HARNESS 
STRAPS • GLOVES • FRAYED LINE ENDS • LOOSE SCREWS • COATS SHARP 


EDGES • GASKETS UNIVERSAL/MAST SHIMS 

DISTRIBUTED BY: 

CfiM urrays Marine 

805/684-8393 1 


* RESEALS MAST TIP & PLUGS « 
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THE BIC HARD ROCK HAS BEEN 

clocked at over thirty knots, a speed 
thought only obtainable with specialized 
custom speed boards. This proves that 
the Hard Rock is one of the fastest 
production boards made and at 9'4" 
long, with 110 liters of volume, 
sailors up to 150 pounds can 
uphaul and tack it. It weighs about 
21 pounds and comes with 
footstraps, skeg, and mast 
base. This ASA constructed 
board has a single into 
double concave shape 
underneath and a winger 
pintail single fin outline. 

Order yours today. 

Order #3031001 
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6043 N.W. 167th ST. MIAMI. FL 33015 


follow a local. Also remembor to check 
your spare tire and stock up on provi¬ 
sions, as the nearest store is 40 minutes 
back down the beach • 


Glenn McKmlay hails from England, where he 
holds national records for speed sailing. He 
now lives in South Padre and enjoys both wave 
and flat-water sailing 


THE SNOWBIRDS TRADE 
THEIR SKIS FOR SAILBOARDS 

By Maro Lorimer 

In April, South Padre Island, Texas, 
could more accurately be called South 
Padre Island, Colorado. At the Flats 
just north of town, a long line of 
vehicles with green and white license 
plates sits close to the water. Raccoon¬ 
faced sailors apply SPF 20 to their 
white bodies and soak up the 
experience of perfect sailing in 90- 
degree weather. 

The spring migration of Colorado 
ski area employees to points south is 
nothing new. Many are without work 
during the off- seasons. They don’t 
have much money, but they’ve got 
time. For years they’ve escaped the 
cold and mud of April in the Rockies to 
become "beach potatos" at inexpen¬ 
sive places like Mazatlan and Puerto 
Vallarta. 

Now, in addition to sand, sun, and 
Margaritas, migrating Coloradians seek 
the wind. By luck, South Padre Island's 
windiest months coincide with the ski 
industry’s spring and fall off- seasons. 
Although last April was less windy than 
usual, typical spring conditions 
featured winds over 15 miles per hour 
and up to 30 almost daily. 

It’s not just the wind that brings 
some Coloradians back each year. As 
Lloyd Lockridge of the Winter Park Ski 
Patrol explains, “In Maui, the high- 
performance sailing is better, but I 
prefer the total vacation package 
here." Lloyd has been bringing friends 
to the island for years. He estimates 
that last spring, the Winter Park 
contingent included 102 of the town’s 
total 112 sailors. "It's great because 
you can bring people of different levels 
and they'll all have fun,” says Lloyd. 

Part of the fun is the variety of 
sailing spots so close together. 

Another part of it is saving money on 
travel and accommodations so you can 
buy new equipment instead. It's also 
the convenience of having your own 
car and bringing your dog or friend 
along for company. Then there's the 
friendliness of the locals. 

“This is one of the few places 
where the local good sailors invite you 
to come to their best spots with them," 
Lloyd observes. ’’You feel like they 
want you to be here. Maybe it's Texas 
hospitality." It also could be the fact 
that, in typical Texas style, there’s 
plenty of room for everyone. So 
chances are, no matter how many 
Coloradians come down to share their 
wide-open bay, the Texans will 
continue to say, Tall come back 
soon." And they will. 
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Join the best in the world 
in Corpus Christi. May 26-30,1988 


The Corpus Christi Caller-Times 
United States Open 
Sailboard Pro-Am Regatta 

30mi. Distance Race • 500yd. Slalom Race 
Modified M-Triangle (amateur optional) 
Charter Boards Available 
15-25 Wind by 1:00 p.m. 

125 Entry Limit (pre-registration ONLY) 


Oleander Point, Corpus Christi, Texas Pre-Registration Deadline May 9,1988 


$35CD ! ,©(QxQ) isa Casfia & Pria©® 



U.S. Open Committee r . 

P.O.Box 9136 Uty --- State -Zip-- 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78469 ProD Am q Master □ MaleD Female□ 


Sponsored 

CalleMimeS JnimrNey^/^ 

- fle WP- -— 


Regatta Corpus Christi, Texas 
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It's Sunday again, but it's a week later. My eyes are burning and my arms ache as I shuffle 
out into the gale for just one more session in the wind that never stops. 

It seems warmer today, but perhaps my system has finally adapted to the surprisingly 
cold temperatures that often accompany perfect wind. At least the water’s warm. But f 
foolishly assumed that I would be broiling in and out of the ocean here in the sunny, warm 

Yes, it really is warmer today, and the wind seems to be 
I was on a 5.0. Two days ago I was getting hammered on a 3.8, and loving every minute of 

it. This, after all, is what a windsurfing regatta should be! 

WINDRIDER 
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r he race is the Bahamas Interna¬ 
tional Windsurfing Regatta, 
which has been held for the last 
five years in late January at the 
Nassau Beach Hotel on Cable 
Beach in Nassau. I was told by 
almost every sailor I know that if I was con¬ 
sidering attending only one race this 
year, then this was the one. From the 
hotel accommodations to the wind to the 
food and parties, this, I was assured, was 
numero uno. 


I packed myself off and arrived to do 
some serious watching and windsurfing, 
although I didn't compete in this event! 
So here I was, skimming across the 
emerald water, freezing my butt off. and 
loving every minute of it. The wind for this 
race was the best, bar none-including 
Maui and the Gorge-that I have ever had 
the pleasure to endure for a regatta. And 
endure was a word that many of the 
amateurs would find too kind indeed. 

The first day wasn’t real happening. It 


PnotobyDartcUJone* 

was big sails and grey skies. Race 
committee chairman Rus Emerick de¬ 
clared, “Just you wait. It’s gonna blow. 

Mark my words, it's really gonna blow.” 

I marked his words with a bright green 
magic marker and went out sailing well 
beyond the race course, far from where 
Nevin Sayre was pulling off his usual stunt 
of winning every race. Canadian David 
Ross managed a trio of seconds behind 
Sayre. Way behind, 1984 event winner 
Alex Aguera had trouble hitting his stride 
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Photon by Darrel Jones 




and placed third in the first race, then 
dropped to 27th in the second, finishing 
his day with a 10th. In slalom, only Scott 
Trudon could manage a win against 
Sayre. 

And just as Sayre was shredding the 
egos of the male competitors. Anick 
Graveline was proving almost unbeat¬ 
able in the women's pro field, losing only 
one race to Lisa Neuberger, who finished 
second behind Graveline in the other two. 
Ho hum. 

Course racing, unless you really know 
the racers and have 200-power binocu¬ 
lars, is pretty boring. And standing 
around in a cold wind on the beach 
makes the whole idea seem positively 
crazy. Nonetheless there were quite a 
few diehard spectators and the really 
hospitable service provided by the Nas¬ 
sau Beach Hotel made the cold condi¬ 
tions a bit more bearable. 

Next day the wind picked up. Sayre 
went down to a 6.0 while the ladies tried 
5.0s. All the ladies, that is, except Grav¬ 
eline. She made easy work of a day on the 
slalom course, but Rhonda Smith-San- 
chez managed to get past her in one 
race. 

By the end of the day, Nevin Sayre 
was so far ahead of the men’s field that it 
seemed only a major catastrophe could 
keep him from winning. The unique scor¬ 
ing system used in this event did not 
affect his placement, but many of the 
racers seemed a bit mystified as to just 
how it worked. 

Here's the set-up: The racers, both 
pros and amateurs, were scored for each 
race based on their placements. The first 


Top: Nevin Sayre leads the way (as usual). Lett: 
Anick Graveline won the women's pro division. 
Right: Amateurs head out to do battle with the 
brutal breezes. 


BAHAMAS INTERNATIONAL 

WINDSURFING REGATTA 

RACE RESULTS 

Pro Men’s 

Production 

Overall 

Women’s 

1 . Nevin Sayre 

Overall 

2. Alex Aguera 

1. Isabelle Picard- 

3. David Ross 

Eubank 

2. Cat Betts 

Pro Women’s 
Overall 

2 Rana Kennedy 

1. Anick Grav¬ 

Amateur Men’s 

eline 

1. Jeff Borgmeyer 

2. Lisa Neuburger 

2. Tom James 

3. Carol-Anne Alie 

3. Rhonda Smith- 

3. Kevin Collins 

Sanchez 

Amateur 

Women's 

Production 

1. Edith Trepanier 

Men’s Overall 

2. Giselle Pyfrom 

1. Maui Meyer 

2. PaulCoutts 

3. Monty Spindler 

3. Annie Baetjer 


place finisher received .7 points, second 
place got two points, third place three 
points, and so on. So for course racing, 
if a racer had a second, a fifth, an eighth, 
and a sixth, then he or she would receive 
a total of 21 points. A racer with four third- 
place finishes would receive 12 points, 
and thus place higher in the overall scor¬ 
ing of the course racing portion. 

The problem was that someone with a 
first and a ninth would finish behind 
someone with a third and a sixth. And ties 
were commonplace, especially between 
sailors who had totals of more than eight 
points, because there were many pos¬ 
sible numerical combinations. 

Perhaps a better way to score would 
have been to add up the total points in 
both disciplines, rather than just totaling 
the places in the individual event. Or at 
least weight the individual events 60 
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percent/40 percent to avoid ties. 

But the wind continued. And the 
skies got darker and the temperature 
continued to drop and the spectators 
wrapped themselves in sweaters and 
parkas and ski hats to watch the pros 
battle it out. It was too great a battle for 
some, but I, on the other hand, was hav¬ 
ing the time of my life! The wind was 
outrageous, if a bit on the cool side, the 
hotel was paradise on the beach, the 
food superb, and the company unsur¬ 
passed. The Nassau Beach Hotel and 
the Bahamas Ministry of Tourism both 
bent over backwards to help out all the 
competitors and Eastern Airlines even 
provided special rates to transport the 
competitors to the Bahamas. 

Thursday the wind really started 
cranking-just in time for the amateurs to 
start racing. Several took one look at the 
frothing whitecaps right off the beach 
and decided to sit it out for awhile. Jeff 
Borgmeyer proved the class of the field, 
winning all but one of the course races, 
the other falling to Gorge resident Pat 
Dougherty, the self-proclaimed “Duke of 
Nuke,” who found the wild winds much to 
his liking. 

Petite Canadian sailor Edith Tre- 
panier easily won all her course racing 
heats, proving that size really isn’t impor¬ 
tant no matter how hard the winds are 
blowing. Using a tiny sail, her only prob¬ 
lem was keeping her huge Fanatic Ultra 
Cat on the water, as the anemometer 
registered gusts up to 30 knots. 

That night Maui Meyer decided to try 
to outdo his Goombay Smash party of 
1987. Over 100 loonies piled into room 
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169 to partake in this Bahamian ritual, 
where several gallons of rum are mixed 
with unequal (read: smaller) portions of 
pineapple juice and coconut rum. The 
entire potion was mixed in a huge cooler 
and everyone, including 15 members of 
the visiting Princeton University Nas- 
soons Men's Choir-who happened to be 
in the area-proceeded to get real stupid. 

The party raged up and down the 
halls, through the lobby and throughout 
the hotel, but the amazingly mellow hotel 
employees took it all in stride. Had this 
been my hotel I would have called out the 
National Guard. Since it wasn't I just got 
stupid, but that’s nothing: birthday boy 
Nevin Sayre ended up dancing on some 
wobbly bar table at 2 a.m. with this 50- 
year-old belly dancer from a visiting 
cruise ship. But that’s another story. 

Just when I decided it really couldn’t 
blow any stronger, it did. Friday the wind 
really kicked in and I enjoyed a rousing 
Gorge-like session on a 3.8m2 as the 
entire ocean was whipped into a frenzy 
by a cold northeast wind. 

The amateur field was narrowed 
down drastically, as several competitors 
couldn’t even make it off the beach in the 
howling winds. And the women in one of 
the heats, not content to hang on for dear 
life out on the figure-eight slalom course 
for the two-lap race, lost count and went 
for a third time around. Scotsman James 
Coutts, out in the starting boat, yelled at 
them through the megaphone, “Girrrls, 
yurrr ull thrrrough, dun’ ya know? Come 
on back girrrls; the rrrace eees overrr! 

In all fairness to the race committee, 
the winds were a bit much for many of the 
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- CASH at least! 





SPECIALS 


AM PRIZE GALORE: US $ 20,000,- Hi 

discounts on ALM-Antillean Airlines 

• US $ 50- board transportation 

• free transfers in Curacao from 
and to airport 

• high quality Regatta T-shirt 
ana other gift items 
• daily free lunch on the 
beach 

• 2 4 everything-is-on- 
the-house Carib¬ 
bean Parties 

ENTRY FEE ® pro us s ioo.- 
• am us $ 40.- 
ENTRY CLOSES ON MAY 10th, 1988 
LATE ENTRIES WILL COST 
US $ 25.- EXTRA. 

FOR INFO CALL in USA: 
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ALM office 1-800-327-7197 
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Curacao Tourist 
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Holiday Beach Hotel 
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Manon Services Inc 


599-9-79857 
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ADDRESS. 

CITY_ 

SAIL NO.. 


.FIRST NAME. 


M/F 


..COUNTRY. 
.Pro m/w_ 


.Am m/w. 
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T-SHIRT SIZE: M-L-XL-XXL 
WISHES TO ENTER THE CARIBBEAN DREAM RACE 88— 
CURACAO OPEN Pro/Am 

Mail to: MANON SERVICES INC 

9 Kaya Flamboyan—Willemstad 
Curacao, Neth. Antilles. 


ANTILLEAN AIRLINES 

THE OFFICIAL CARRIER 
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THE BEST FROM 
"DOWN UNDER" 


The highest performance boards from "Down Under*’ Now 
available in America, Tyronsea has been known in 
Australia as the best production boards available. 
The 370, the full size race/fun board of the line has 
230 liters of volume and is 12'0" long. Comes 
complete with 7.0m Neil Pryde RAF Slalom 
racing rig. 

The 330 is a fun/speed board in the mid-size 
range with 170 liters of volume in only a 10'6" 
length. The short length lets you perform radical 
maneuvers while the extra volume gets you on 
a plane easy in light to moderate winds. It 
comes with a 6.0m Neil Pryde RAF Slalom rig. 
At only 9'6" long, the 295 is the Slalom 
board from Tyronsea. This single fin pintail 
is extremely quick on the straightaway and 
smooth in the turns. 120 liters of volume 
gives you that extra bit of confidence that 
you can uphaul and still gel home if the 
wind dies. Complete with 6.0m Neil 
Pryde rig. 

All Tyronsea Boards are made from 
ASA with a polyurethane core and are 
extremely resistant to impact, 
delamination or, sunlight damage. 

Order yours today. 
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WE’VE GOT THEM! 


AQUASOCK 

EVERYBODY’S CHOICE... 

THE ULTIMATE WINDSURFING SHOE. 


AQUASOCK 

Spandex stretch mesh upper 
in five colors. 

Non absorbent closed-cell 
socklinec 

Mini-Waffle traction outsolc. 
Simple, functional footwear 
for windsurfing, kayaking, 
canoeing, rafting, cliff- 
diving or beachwear. 

Five colors/Sizes XXS to XL 


Call to order yours now! 
305-361-7245 


amateurs, but hey. that's ra^ «g! For 
safety reasons, the amateurs were in¬ 
structed to stay off the water even though 
some were excellent high-wind riders. 

The long distance race was run, but 
only for the amateurs (perhaps because 
the pros’ course race was almost as long 
as the amateurs’ long-distance race). In 
winds that strained the limits of the 
Beaufort scale, a group of hardies 
headed out to sea but over half the ama¬ 
teur racers declined the invitation. Once 
again the intrepid-if diminutive-Edith 
Trepanier survived the challenge, while 
Borgmeyer again led the men. 
WindRider's own Tom James, after start¬ 
ing last, almost made up enough ground 
to catch Borgmeyer, but not quite. 

After a long night of continuous party¬ 
ing at a gala cabaret (sponsored by the 
local boardsailing club) everyone was 
hoping the wind would die a welcome 
death. But it wasn’t to be. Although the 
sun finally came out and it warmed up a 
bit, the wind continued strong, if not vio¬ 
lent, for the final day of course racing. 

Both pros and amateurs raced in per¬ 
fect conditions while I blasted around the 
inside, pretending I knew how to race and 
generally looking cool. The race ended 
but I remained, content to sail and smile 
away the day as the wind rolled on .and 
the sun dipped behind the hotel, casting 
a long blue shadow onto the smooth white 
beach. 

As expected, Sayre and Graveline 
swept the pro custom class while Maui 
Meyer and Isabelle Picard-Eubank won 
the production class. Speaking of pro¬ 
duction class racing, Fanatic, one of the 
major sponsors of the event, was quite 
happy to have their racers sweep the top 
four places on Ultra Cats and Bees. 

Indeed, Fanatic had an entire ship¬ 
ping container filled to the brim with 
boards and rigs flown in to Nassau for the 
competitors to use. Most of the amateurs 
and many of the pros did just that, with 
surprising results. Maui Meyer, Paul 
Coutts, and Monty Spindler consistently 
finished in the top 10 in the course races 
and Meyer and Coutts made several sla¬ 
lom finals on their production boards, 
racing against ultra-lightweight, expen¬ 
sive custom boards and rigs. 

By Sunday everyone was beat, even 
Sayre. Everyone but me, that is, but then 
again I hadn’t been racing for a week. So 
I still had one last session left in me. As 
the pros packed up their endless piles of 
boards and sails and booms and masts, 

I ripped back and forth across the crystal- 
clear Bahamian water, searching for that 
perfect jibe and that endless jump. 

I’ll be back next year I’m sure. After 
all, it blew hard every single day for a solid 
week and I’m just one of those guys who 
can’t quit when he’s ahead. And it can’t 
blow here all the time...can it? • 


Eric Sanford is a freelance writer and sailor 
who lives in Hood River, Oregon. 
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We did it. 

The Da Kine design team 
introduces the world's first 
windsurfing harness 
designed and constructed 
just for women: The Ladies Cut ™ 

Just one more reason 
to join the Da Kine team. 

Murrays Marine 
PO. Box 490 
Carpintera, CA 93013 
805684-8393 

Da Kine Hawaii, Inc. 
408 Columbia Street 300 East 
Hood River, OR 97031 
503386-3166 


Da Kine Hawaii, Inc. 
211 West Kuiaha Road 
Haiku, Hawaii 96708 
808575-2495 
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S izzling sequence: Erik Aeder’s pole-mount photo of Hass 
Jahrmarkt shows just how easy a forward loop really is. 
Just jump and tuck; the rig does the rest. Above: What's 
wrong with this picture? Someone is sailing in it, that’s 
what! Pat Dougherty isn't far from a meltdown. Roughing it on his 
2.8m. in November’s east winds at the Gorge, he gloated, “I 
actually made some jibes that day!” Opposite page: “Bad Boy” 
Brett Lickle splashes down in Baja from a frenetic forward loop. 
Innovative photographer Greg Huglin strapped his camera to 
Lickle’s board to get this unique angle. Thanks to his helmet, full 
wetsuit, pants, arm bandage, and body harness, Lickle was feeling 
no pain. Huglin did all the wincing: "Hope my camera holds!” 
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B elow: Sometime snow skier and versatile 
boardsailer Dave Kalama hangs a picture* 
perfect tabletop over Hookipa for intrepid 
photographer Jon Foster, shooting from the 
cliff. A far cry from the Mammoth slopes, isn’t it, 
Dave? Super-hot sailor Trevor Hunt slashes a clean 
wave at South Point, Barbados-just another spot 
with wind, warmth, and waves. Photographer 
Darrell Jones made the ultimate sacrifice: he spent 
hours pondering new perspectives over a few cold 
ones in order to calculate just the right angle. 

What’s better than Banks for inspiration? 
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BOARD *&R TESTS 


RACE MO 
RECREATION 


by Tom James 

othing is better 
than a board that 

VI you can get 

some good R and R on, so this year the 
manufacturers have produced some real 
winners. Among the 11 new production 
slalom boards we tested are boards that 
are perfect for both race and recreation. 
And thus, finally, a new era in shortboar¬ 
ding has begun. 

Only a year or two ago, race boards 
and those you could just go out and have 
fun on were mutually exclusive entities. If 
you wanted to do some serious competi¬ 
tive racing, then an ultra-light, ultra-ex¬ 
pensive styrene-carbon model was about 
the only ticket in town. However, if you 
wanted to take this prize out for some free- 
sailing fun, you were out of luck. Durability 
is not the high-point of most 15-pound 
boards, and six months is about the long¬ 
est lifespan that can be milked out of 
them. Similarly, those of you who bought 
more realistic boards to provide you with 
years of sailing comfort had to struggle 
through races, talking up the durability 
and moderate price of your board. Unfor¬ 
tunately, these are not usually key ingre¬ 
dients for speed and liveliness. So the 
average sailor was faced with a serious 
dilemma. Either excel in performance 
and pay big-time for it, or exist with the 
best production board you can find, and 
go sail by yourself somewhere to keep 
your ego intact. 

It’s not that people who race and 


those who sail recreationally are looking 
for different types of boards; actually, the 
recreational sailor needs just what the 
racer has. Furthermore, just because you 
do not race shortboards in organized 
competitions does not mean that slalom 
boards are not for you. Do not be put off 
by the racing implications the term “sla¬ 
lom board” carries. The attributes that 
make for a good slalom board are also 
very important for all-around shortboard 
sailing, with only slight differences. 

Slalom boards have a good bit of 
volume for their lengths. Usually varying 
from 9' to 9'6' (bigger than that and you 
enter the realm of giant slalom), they can 
carry up to 125 liters. For the racer, this 
extra flotation makes it easy to climb 
through lulls and maneuver around in 
light air at the marks. For a recreational 
sailor, the high volume-to-length ratio 
makes for a board that is short enough to 
be fun on the turns, yet floaty enough to 
uphaul and carry a big sail. 

The thick boxy rails found on slalom 
boards make the board fast upwind for 
both types of sailors. However, they do 
tend to make turning a little bouncy or stiff 
for those not used to such rails. If you are 
leaning toward racing, go with the boxy 
rails; if you just want to slice through turns, 
look for a board that has some taper 
toward the rails, and a little bit of tuck 
rather than razor-sharp edges. 

Otherwise, both racers and recrea¬ 
tional sailors need boards that are quick 
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to plane, as the racer wants acceleration 
and the rec sailor wants more water time. 
Both need boards that turn well and both 
want boards that are light and lively for 
obvious reasons. The only real difference 
is that the racer needs the best board 
conceivable, while the recreational sailor 
needs a board that will last. 

It is feasible, however, to race pro¬ 
duction slalom boards. The only problem 
is that, to date, they could not compete at 
the highest levels of competition. How¬ 
ever, this year, and from here on out, 
there will be production slalom races. 
The races will include any board that is 
accepted as a production board by the 
guidelines set by the USBA. These state 
that there must be 500 produced and 250 
available for the general public. All the 
boards we tested are eligible for accep¬ 
tance by the USBA, but have not neces¬ 
sarily been accepted yet. This marks a 
truly new generation in production 
boards, and it is the general public who 
will benefit. Here’s what we get: in addi¬ 
tion to having a fun, all-around board that 
is durable, has a warranty, and is fairly 
inexpensive, we can use it to experience 
the thrill of competitive slalom racing with¬ 
out the kill of paying for it. So this is the 
year to buy a production slalom board. 
Period. 

The manufacturers knew that produc¬ 
tion slalom racing was on the horizon, and 
for this season, the new boards are faster, 
lighter, turn better, and even look better 
than the previous year’s models. While 
last year’s boards seemed to be toned 
down a bit to make them more forgiving, 
this year’s boards have hardened rails 


The high winds and flat, shallow water at Fisherman's Huts provided the ultimate test site. 


and straps set farther back, and they 
seem to be very performance-oriented 
Of course, we get carried away when we 
get on boards that are raceable, but 
there are good reasons. 

TESTING 


We test boards hard. Since these are 
the boards that will be the front-runners 
in the production slalom races, it was 
necessary for us to sail them as hard 
as we could, and in the most varied 
conditions we could find. Fortunately, 
we were in one of the world’s windiest 
places: Aruba. On this sun-scorched 
island off the coast of Venezuela, it 
was never a problem to be able to ride 
the boards, but it was hard to get 
winds light enough to see how they do 
in normal conditions. Finally, we 
figured out that the winds drop off a bit 


toward the evening, and we rigged up 
the big sails to remind us of home. 

Each tester kept the same rigs 
thoughout the testing so that we could 
really concentrate on the boards. It's 
not that the rigs that come with produc¬ 
tion slalom equipment are bad, it’s just 
that having different rigs creates too 
many variables. The gear we tested 
with is the best available, and in no 
way took away from the performance 
of the boards. We had sails from 
Simmer, Pryde, Gaastra, Wind Wing, 
Hot Sails Maui, Waddell, and Freedom. 
Masts were supplied by Serfiac and 
Weichhart, booms and unis by Stream¬ 
lined, Fleetwood, and Windsurfing 
Hawaii, and soft goods by Xstreamline, 
Da Kine, and Accusport. Obviously, 
we were sailing in style. 

Once the tester put in at least an 


OUR TEST TEAM 


As you recall from our last issue, we 
picked some really tough testers. It’s not 
that we try to be particulary hard on the 
boards, but in today's windsurfing market, 
we expect manufacturers to meet a-level 
of excellence, and anything that falls short 
is really going to be ragged on. Our motto 
is simple: "If the technology is available, 
reasonable, and functional, why not use 
it?" 

Boards just keep getting better, so our 
testers must also have a level of expertise 
that allows them to judge the boards ex¬ 
pertly. We have found the most diverse 
group of experts available. Furthermore, 
they can write! 

Susan Harris, at 5'3* and 115 pounds, is 
one of the most creative free-sailing 
women around today. Not only does she 
sail smart and fast, but she is aggressive. 
Her Gorge style really shows. Sue gets 
good jumps, goes for jump jibes and 
tricks, and is exciting to watch. She really 
takes a board through its paces. As a top 
competitor, Sue can detect subtle 
differences between hulls. She's definitely 
a natural; after she returned from the 
board tests-and without any training-she 
went out and added a first place in the 
Atlantic Cup to her list of titles. Light¬ 


weights should pay close attention to 
Sue’s comments, since many boards per¬ 
form differently for her than for any of the 
heavier guys. 

This is the first year that we’ve had any 
testers from Maui. We figured that since it 
is the hotbed for sailing in the world, we’d 
better include one! Jeffrey Henderson, 
5*10", 165 pounds, is the perfect board 
tester because he notices most of the 
annoying features of a bad board, and 
really appreciates the good stuff. A sailing 
veteran of eight years, Henderson is not 
dazzled by the beautiful scenery and vast 
amounts of equipment which we found in 
Aruba, our test site. Instead he can direct 
his attention directly to the boards. If you 
are the type of sailor who is very particular 
about every nuance of his equipment, take 


careful note of Jeff's comments. 

Trevor Baylis is the most technically ori¬ 
ented sailor in the team. He has an engi¬ 
neering background and grew up racing 
sailboats. His competition record speaks 
for itself; he won the men's amateur title in 
the Gorge Pro-Am, and has done very well 
in numerous other pro-am events 
throughout the country. Trevor, at 6’3\ 

185 pounds, has a good feel for what is 
fast and what is wrong with a board if it is 
not working well. Hailing from Santa Cruz, 
California, Trevor sails in all conditions on 
every type of board. 

Will Brady, at 6'2" and 200 pounds, is 
our heavyweight. Now, we know there are 
a lot of heavyweights out there who are 
heavier than Will, but no one is more pun¬ 
ishing on a board. Will is one of the most 
dynamic sailors in Southern California, 
and is practically a legend at his home 
launch of Cabrillo Beach. His sailing style 
is such that he can have fun on almost 
anything, and boards that may not turn 
too well for the lighter sailors, Will can 
power around like they're on rails. 

We stress the fact that people of differ¬ 
ent weights with different sailing styles 
can find the same board to perform com¬ 
pletely different. Carefully read all 
comments, paying special attention to 
those of the tester closest to your size. 
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SAME BOARD, 

DIFFERENT YEAR 

Many of the slalom boards that we 
tested last year are still on the market. 
Some have passed from 1987 into 1988 
with no changes, but some have been 
refined and modified. Here are the 
boards we reviewed last year and the 
changes made to each: 

BICHARD ROCK: New construction Had 
classic polystyrene ASA core, but now 
has Acetec Kevlar carbon core, fiber¬ 
glass/Kevlar deck, fiberglass/carbon hull 
side, surrounded by multi-component 
(matrix) resin and a thin sheet of ASA. It 
is 10 percent lighter than in '87, is stiffer, 
and has less rail. Seam is reduced by 50 
percent. The Hard Rock had a five- 
position mast track and now has a mast 
box, similar to the Metal Rock and 
Electric Rock. 

KERMA 280: Has a slightly lighter con¬ 
struction but no significant design 
changes. 

MISTRAL DIAMOND HEAD: For 88, the 

Diamond Head features a redesigned 
finbox with internal stringers for added 
stability. 

SAILBOARD SLALOM: No changes for 88. 
SEATREND 95: The polyester model of the 
Seatrend 95 has a different construction 
for '88. The board now features an EPS 
core with high-density urethane and an 
increased skin thickness without 
increased weight. The epoxy model also 
has an increased skin thickness with no 
weight increase. 

SURF PARTNER DRY: No changes for 88. 


hour on the board, making sure he 
covered everything that could feasibly 
be done on the board, he would 
immediately write up his comments 
without talking to the other testers about 
the board. This way, we got immediate 
reactions and impressions on the 
boards. 

INTERPRETING THE TESTS 

As mentioned in our last issue, this 
year we brought along our technical 
editor, Pat LeMehaute, to spec out the 
boards. In addition to the standard 
measurements of length, width, and 
weight, Pat accurately calculated 
volume, buoyant force and stiffness by 
means of a hydraulically operated ram 
and electrically activated load cells. 
(See March board tests.) This informa¬ 
tion can give you added insights to 
what the board will sail like. In general, 
longer boards track a little better, but 
may be harder to turn; wider boards are 
more stable, but have a lower top-end 
speed; those with more buoyant force 
are better suited for heavier people; 
and the stiffer boards translate power 
into speed better, but offer a rougher 
ride. .. 

Of course, the ultimate test is to sail 
the boards yourself and make your own 
evaluations. But just in case you don t ^ 
have the time, trust us. 
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AQUATA 285 SL 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The single concave and wide waist 
allows for early planing, and the veed 
tail maintains directional stability and 
easy transitions into the jibe. The 285 is 
designed for wind conditions of 15 
knots plus. Like all Aquata Great 
Advantage Line boards, the 285 is 
constructed with the highest technology 
pre-preg process available today. 

Sue: I found the Aquata 285 SL to be 
an average board. For its length, it is 
quite unstable since it is thin and 
narrow. This, along with the rounded 
rails, accounts for its poor upwind 
ability. Speed off-the-wind is pretty 
good, and this board is easy to jibe. I 
found it responsive in chop, but I don’t 
consider this a slalom board for 
competitive racing. It would, however, 
make a good recreational board for 
sailing in moderate winds. 

Jeffrey: While the shape of this board 


I AQUATA 285 SL 

BESTFEATURES 

Turning ability 
Construction 

WORST FEATURES 

Flat deck shape 

Poor upwind ability 


is functional, with its smooth smgle-to- 
double-concave bottom, the board’s 
flat deck prevents it from really per¬ 
forming. As on the smaller GAL, I felt 
as though I had to hyper-extend my 
feet to gain any control over the board. 
Once I ignored this problem, however, 
this board is remarkably loose. It feels 
stiff, so it goes fairly well off the wind, 
but it does not overly impress me in any 
category. 

Trevor: The Aquata 285 SL is a nice 
all-around slalom board. It gets on a 
plane quickly, turns fairly well, and 
seems reasonably fast. When fully 
powered on this board, it does not feel 
as fast as it should. The same thin tail 
that allows it to jibe so nicely seems to 
compromise its upwind performance- 
especially if you are not powered up. 
Will: The Aquata 285 SL is a fairly fun 
board. It's a good recreational board 
due to its jibing ability, but it is really 
too thin to be a slalom board for 
someone of my weight. I found its high 
wind performance to be average. The 
best features of the 285 SL are its 
durable construction and its solid feel 
in the water. 

SUMMARY: 

One word kept popping up when we 


discussed this board: “average " No 
one considers it outstanding in any 
discipline, but everyone thinks it has the 
potential to be fun. First, it turns really 
well. Its thin, slightly rounded rails 
never catch, and even though the 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'4* 

Width: 22.25' 

Volume: 100 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 197.7 lbs. Salt: 
204.7 lbs. 

Weight- 23.3 lbs. 

Stiffness: 6th (93 lbs. for 3/8' deflection) 
Construction: PU/EPS core, pre-preg 
epoxy carbon skin 

Bottom Shape: Single-to-double-con- 
cave to vee 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,050 


board has a drawn-out pintail design, it 
carves a tight turn. Off the wind we also 
found it to have its moments, but speed 
upwind is its sore spot-especially with 
the narrow raked back fin supplied to 
us. Finally, the construction is nice; it's 
very stiff considering that it's so thin. 

We can recommend the Aquata 285 SL 
to someone who sails in a lot of wind 
and likes a board that is easy to jibe. 

For all-out slalom racing, though, it is 
too sinky and not quite up to speed. 

One thumb up, four undecided. 
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F2 SUNSET SLALOM 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

When a slalom board is continuously 
referred to as the standard by which 
others are judged, and it passes every 
new test with flying colors, then we are 
talking about the Sunset Slalom. This 
superiority has also been confirmed 
during races for the European Fun- 
board Cup. The Sunset won repeatedly 
and dominated the competitors. The 
rails and centerline, as well as the 
concaves, have been accentuated for 
'88 to provide an even better “hold." 
Sue: The F2 Sunset is one of the very 
lightest production boards I've tried. I 
used the Sunset in some moderate to 
high winds and was impressed with its 
sailability even when I was maxed out. 
Furthermore, it is an early planer in light 
winds. I experienced no spinout in 
turns and its upwind performance is 
excellent. For me, the board is too big 
to be used as a high-wind slalom 
board, but since it performs so well in 
high winds, I'm confident in recom¬ 
mending it to people of any size. Its 
only drawback is that the mast track 


| F2 SUNSET SLALOM 

BESTFEATURES 

Light weight 

Speed 

Upwind ability 

WORST FEATURE 

Turning in chop 


tends to slide, and it is awkward to 
install a slider. 

Jeffrey: The F2 Sunset Slalom is an 
excellent board. It is one of the stiffest, 
lightest boards I have ridden. Accelera¬ 
tion is excellent and chop hopping is a 
breeze. Jibing, however, is another 
story-the board is extremely stiff, and 
tends to bounce out on the turns. Other 
than that, it’s got good get up and go, 
and has a good, quick feel to it. 
Trevor: I didn't really have that much 
fun sailing the F2 Sunset Slalom. It 
bounces around a lot, especially when 
jibing in the wakes of other boards. I 
just found its motion uncomfortable, 
which would be acceptable if the board 
seemed fast, but it didn't. The board 
gets on a plane fairly quickly, and it's 
easy to slash jibes in flat water. 
However, between the slippery deck 
and bouncy ride, it is hard to concen¬ 
trate on the business at hand-jibing in 
less-than-perfect conditions. 

Will: This is a fun, all-around board. 
The Sunset offers plenty of flotation in 
the tail area, which is good in the lulls, 
but it has a bumpy ride when powered 
up. The board feels fast and points 
great. Its light weight makes chop 
hopping a breeze. Jibing in flat water is 
effortless, but it is not nearly as easy in 
chop. Finally, the deck is great, with 
comfortable new straps. 

SUMMARY: 

F2 has its construction act together. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 8'1V 
Width: 23.5- 

Volume: 105 liters (manufacturer’s 
calculations) 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 213 lbs. Salt: 

220 lbs. 

Weight: 19.2 lbs. 

Stiffness: 8th (85 lbs. for 3/8' deflection) 
Bottom Shape: Double concave 
Construction: Epoxy carbon with styrene 
core 

Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,000 


We all appreciated the new, lighter 
construction that makes the Sunset the 
lightest board in our tests. This light 
weight translates into quick planing, 
lively acceleration, and great chop 
hopping. The highlight of this board is 
its liveliness. Furthermore, in both off- 
the-wind and upwind sailing, the Sunset 
excels. The new harder rails give this 
board speed, but detract from its 
turning ability. Least impressive is its 
performance in chop, which none of us 
liked. We all feel that with practice, we 
could learn to handle the turns in chop. 
Since this board is so alive, it is one of 
the most fun boards in the group. The 
finbox presents a problem, however, 
since a special fin is needed to fit the 
depth of the box. It will take a regular 
fin, but we broke two fins in it. This may 
not be a fluke! Overall, four thumbs up. 
one down. 
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BOMBORA ASTRO APC 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

Like the Astrotoy, the APC (for Ad¬ 
vanced Polymer Composite) features 
high-tech construction. The Astrotoy’s 
radical stepped vee bottom has been 
fine-tuned for this model, and the 
stepped vee has now been blended to 
become a tri-plane concave. It pro¬ 
vides the best performance features of 
both designs, and gives the kind of im¬ 
proved high-speed performance that is 
demanded of its light-weight construc¬ 
tion. This is the ultimate performance 
package. 

Sue: I actually had fun riding this 
board. It is very, very easy to jibe and it 
is pretty fast off the wind. Out of a jibe. 


BOMBORA ASTRO APC 

BESTFEATURE 

Jibing ability 

WORST FEATURES 

Deck 

General finish 
Stiffness 


its weight seems to slow it down, and it 
is slow to get on a plane. The Astro 
APC is quick to windward and pretty 
easy to tack. In gusts, it accelerates 
well and remains pretty stable. I found 
it to be too flexible, and therefore 
sluggish, in chop. Furthermore, it was 
too heavy for me to jump with. The 
straps are comfortable, but hard to 
adjust. 

Jeffrey: If this board is a typical rep¬ 
resentation of Australian marine tech¬ 
nology, I have no idea how they ever 
won the America's Cup. This board is 
not too pleasing to ride. The straps can 
be adjusted only with a screwdriver, 
and the metallic graphics reflect the 
sun and make the deck slippery as ice. 
Assuming you can deal with all this, 
sailing this board is still unrewarding. I 
made an all-out effort and still got 
nothing back-like a bad relationship! 
Sorry, but I can't recommend this board 
to anyone at any price. 

Trevor: While its mate, the Astrotoy, 
has a redeeming feature (it sails 


reasonably well when planing), the 
Astro APC has none It is hard to get 
planing and it sails poorly once it's on a 
plane. I do not like this machine. 

Here's an example of the amount of 
thought that went into the design of this 
poorly-finished board: when sailing in 
the straps, your rear foot rests squarely 
on top of one of the funny, shiny 
stickers that pass for graphics This 
eliminates traction, making this board 
even harder to control. 

Will: I can't get too excited about this 
board because it doesn’t feel comfort¬ 
able. The footstraps are too big, too 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'8' 

Width- 23.0' 

Volume: 120 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 243.5 lbs. Salt: 
251 lbs. 

Weight: 21 7 lbs. 

Stiffness- 9th (67 lbs. for 3/8’ deflection) 
Bottom Shape. Tri-concave entry into 
stepped vee 

Construction: Advanced polymer com¬ 
posite 

Warranty: One year 
Price: See Dealer 


hard to adjust, and too far apart to do 
the job. Going upwind is hard work, but 
this board is okay once you're really 
planing. The manufacturer should add 
non-skid to the deck for traction. The 
Bombora jibes quickly, but usually 
leaves its plane-which was tough to 
attain in the first place. Surprisingly, 
this board barely has enough flotation 
for me, even though it is quite long. 

SUMMARY: 

Of all the testers, the only one who 
really had any fun on this board was our 
lightweight, Sue. While Will and I 
thought it jibed pretty well, Trevor and 
Jeff just couldn't get it going. Most 
likely, the problem with this board 
stems from the fact that it is low in 
volume, heavy, and flexible. These 
factors usually combine to give a board 
a dead feeling for heavier people. 
Interestingly, this board has a stepped 
vee bottom that should serve to reduce 
wetted area. Unfortunately, no one felt 
this board’s speed was too incredible. 
The reflective stickers on the deck are 
the Bombora’s least agreeable feature. 

If all you're after is a recreational 
shortboard and the price is right on this 
unit, then give it a try. Otherwise, this is 
not a good board for a performance 
sailor. One thumb up, three down, one 
undecided. 


Pnoto by Darrell Jones 
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PRO FUN FORMELE FLUSH 
LYCRA SUITS FROM AQ- 
UATA give you what you 
really need: PROTECTION, 
FLEXIBILITY, DURABILITY 
& STYLE for men and 
women. Drysuits, semi- 
drysuits, collared semi- 
drysuits, short sleeve 
steamers, two piece wet¬ 
suits, shorties and more. 

^aquata 
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COBRA SLALOM 280 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Cobra Slalom 280 is a dedicated 
slalom board as well as a light-wind 
speed board. The Slalom 280 features 
a five-panel bottom, hard rails, and the 
stiffness of composite epoxy sandwich 
construction. Designed for light-wind 
efficiency, the Cobra Slalom 280 shape 
is ideal for slalom racing and light-air 
speed sailing, as well as for heavier 
sailors requiring a greater volume. 

Sue: The Cobra 280 is definitely very 
comfortable to sail. The straps, deck, 
and all the components work with ease. 
My feet loved this board. Through the 
lulls, this board is very stable and it is 
simple to tack. However, its perform- 


COBRA SLALOM 280 

BESTFEATURES 

WORST FEATURES 

Grip deck 

Performance in 

Stiffness 

light air 

High volume with 

Difficult to turn 

relatively low 


weight 



u 


ance is not as impressive as its con¬ 
struction. Its performance upwind and 
off the wind is only average, and it is 
not smooth at high speeds. The board 
jibes, but it takes a good bit of effort. 
Jeffrey: With its high-tech finish and 
contemporary design, this board's 
sailing performance is a bit disappoint¬ 
ing. Quite simply, in the medium-wind 
ranges, this board feels slow. For some 
reason, however, it does fairly well in 
very light winds, but only because it 
can hold a big sail. It performs well in 
very heavy winds due to its veed entry. 

It is unusual that the board only feels 
fast in very choppy water. In flat water, 
it sticks like a pair of poorly waxed skis. 
It jibes very poorly, as its thick rails 
refuse to set. Since this board is very 
floaty, and good in chop, it could be 
good for someone who has to sail a 
long way to a windline where it’s 
choppy. 

Trevor: The Cobra 280 Slalom is a 
nicely finished slalom board that 
combines hefty volume and good 
performance in chop. It doesn't 


perform well in flat water, due mostly to 
the excessive deadrise in the middle of 
the board which keeps the nose from 
rising enough to let it really go fast. By 
the same token, this large amount of 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length 9'5’ 

Width- 23 0' 

Volume. 143 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh- 293 lbs. Salt 
302 lbs 

Weight. 22 9 lbs 

Stiffness Equal 2nd (117 lbs. for 
3/8' deflection) 

Bottom Shape: Five-panel 
Construction Epoxy PVC sandwich. 
EPS core 

Warranty- One year 
Price $1,020 


deadrise is the key to making the board 
fast and very comfortable in chop. The 
board |ibes fairly well, but has a 
tendency to bounce out on high speed 
jibes in choppy water I like the overall 
finish of the board, although the track 
seems too far forward, and the straps 
are a bit uncomfortable for bare feet. 
Will: This is a tough board to sail. It 
does not get up on a plane very well, 
nor does it jibe at low speeds. Off the 
wind, it has a low top-end speed; it 
seems to stick to the water and won’t 
accelerate. It is thick and has boxy 
rails, but it does not go upwind too well. 
On the other hand, the construction is 
great, and it has plenty of flotation for 
someone much larger than myself. 

SUMMARY: 

Its shape is high-tech and this board 
is well-made, but the on-the-water 
performance of the Cobra 280 is a 
disappointment. The most interesting 
aspect of this board is its ability to 
handle well in chop. For this reason, it 
could be an excellent board for a 
heavier person who sails predominantly 
in choppy conditions like those found in 
the Gorge or San Francisco. Surpris¬ 
ingly, this is not a light-air board-even 
with all its volume. We all considered 
this to be one of the most comfortable 
and well-constructed boards. The grip 
deck is outstanding for sore feet, but 
Trevor points out that it is a little 
slippery on tacks and tricks. We all 
wanted to love this board: it looks 
good, its volume-to-weight ratio is 
excellent, and its finish is flawless, but it 
just doesn't sail as well as we expected. 
Two thumbs up, two down, one 
undecided. 
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This could also be attributed to the fact 

that the straps are very far forward. Its 
best performance feature is its jibes, 
which are easy and smooth. In light, 
non-planing conditions this board is 
stable, even though it is low in volume. 
Trevor: The 295 sails well in moder¬ 
ate winds and flat water. In choppier 
water, the New Wave becomes more 
difficult to ride and seems to slow down 
radically-especially in the jibes. In 
underpowered conditions, the 295 is 
not floaty enough for its length, but it 
does get on a plane quickly and glides 
through the light spots very well. In all 
conditions, the board seems quite stiff 
and awkward to ride, and the choppier 
it gets, the worse it feels. These 
problems stem from a number of 
factors. The footstraps are too far 
forward, the board has a very flat rocker 
line and thin rails, and seems to be 
quite heavy. 

Will: This is a stable, good all-around 
light-to-medium-air board. It is really 
good for someone looking for good 
offwind speed who also wants to carve 
jibes. The 295 offers only average 
upwind performance, but has good 
performance in high winds. In the 
strongest puffs, it feels a little long 
for its volume, but overall, it is fun- 
especially while jibing. 

SUMMARY: 

This is the thinnest slalom board we 


tested, and also has the softest, most 
tucked rails. Therefore, no one 
expected nor found it to perform as a 
"normal" slalom board does. However, 
this board could potentially be a fun 
wave/slalom or Gorge-type board for 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'8" 

Width: 23.0" 

Volume: 125 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 248 lbs. Salt: 
255 lbs. 

Weight: 28.3 lbs. 

Stiffness: 5th (94 lbs. for 3/8" 
deflection) 

Bottom Shape: Double concave w/ 
beveled rails 

Construction: Carbon epoxy sandwich 

Warranty: One year 

Price: $745 (includes board bag) 


any sailor. Turns are by far this board’s 
high point, although Trevor was not 
impressed. The other testers feel that 
the thin rails dig in and bite completely 
through the carve, and that this is one 
of the few boards in the group you can 
put on the rail with some faith. Other¬ 
wise, it is only moderately fast, and is 
too heavy to get on an early plane, 
although with its long amount of flat, it 
glides through the lulls. The stiff 
construction of this board is pleasing, 
with nice straps and a good deck. This 
is a fun board, but by no means 
something to race on. Three thumbs 
up, one undecided, one down. 


NEW WAVE 295 


BESTFEATURES 

Jibing ability 

Straps 

Deck 


WORST FEATURES 

Heavy weight 
Slow upwind 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The 295 is more than just another pretty 
face. It planes, jibes, and jumps with 
the best, and then some. The 295 is 
best suited to wind conditions between 
15 to 30 knots. Uphauling is a breeze 
for persons weighing up to 165 pounds. 
Its light, strong epoxy sandwich 
construction allows the 295 to provide 
its rider with the ultimate in driving 
performance. 

Sue: This is a pretty fun board. It is 
big and doesn't sink, but it is also easy 
to turn and is very loose. It is also 
pretty good getting onto a plane, but 
difficult to get upwind. It doesn’t seem 
very fast, but the front straps are 
mounted too far forward, which might 
be the problem. Perhaps this could be 
considered a “wave slalom," with the 
emphasis on wave, since its maneu¬ 
verability far outweighs its speed. 
Jeffrey: Looking at this board, it 
would seem that the nice, long, thin 
lines would make for a fun, top speed- 
type board. However, this board’s 
weight keeps it from coming to life. 


NEW WAVE 295 
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than detracting from it 
Trevor: The Klepper 285 is a good, 
comfortable all-around slalom board, 
but it has some design problems The 
mast track is not compatible with the 
American after-market umversals, the 
deck is slippery, and the hull seam is 
exposed. Overlooking these problems, 
the board feels great when you're going 
fast, and it jibes very nicely in all 
conditions, provided you can maintain 
proper traction. 

Will: What a fun board! It goes to 
weather great and flies off the wind. It 
seems to be an excellent board for my 
weight in the gusty winds. The narrow 
but thick tail is its best feature since it 
keeps the 285 in the water, without 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length- 9'4' 

Width. 23.0- 

Volume: 109.7 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh- 218 lbs. Salt: 

225 lbs. 

Weight: 23.1 lbs. 

Stiffness: 10th (66 lbs. for 3/8" deflec¬ 
tion) 

Bottom Shape: Tri-concave 
Construction. Poly-carbonate epoxy 
foam sandwich, polyurethane core 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,150 


being too sinky. It is a super jibing 
board-1 could really lean into turns 
without any problems. The only disap¬ 
pointment with this otherwise well- 
thought-out board is the slippery deck. 

SUMMARY: 

When talking about this board, it is 
necessary to divide the discussion into 
two parts. First, the performance is 
excellent. This board has some 
impressive features: the efficient¬ 
looking tri-concave combined with very 
hard and boxy rails make this board 
both fast and a hot jiber. In fact, the 
sailors were very impressed with the 
way this board sails on all points. 
However, as with the sister Klepper we 
reviewed, the components are behind 
in technology compared to the perform¬ 
ance of the board itself. Only Jeff 
found any real difficulties in sailing the 
285, but everyone agreed that the 
straps are too far forward for serious 
top-end speed. The mast track is a real 
problem, the straps are hard to work, 
and the deck is slippery. Overall, the 
performance is admirable, but we had a 
hard time dealing with everything else. 
Two thumbs up. two down, one unde¬ 
cided. 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

An ultra-fast slalom board with a new 
triple-concave bottom, the 285 features 
excellent speed characteristics 
combined with outstanding maneuvera¬ 
bility in flat water as well as waves. 

With its volume of only 100 liters, the 
285 planes remarkably early and 
handles easily. Ideal for the experi¬ 
enced funboard sailor who has mas¬ 
tered waterstarts, for first-time sinker 
sailors, or for novices in the surf. 

Sue: This Klepper is another enjoyable 
board to ride. While it is maneuverable 
like a waveboard, it also has many 


KLEPPER285 

BESTFEATURES 

1 WORSTFEATURES 

Upwind ability 

j Mas: track 

Jibing 

! Straps and place- 

Colorful graphics 

! ment 

1 
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slalom characteristics. It points upwind 
fairly well, and goes over chop without 
too much bounce. It is also very quick 
off the wind. The mast box is too 
narrow for an American mast base and 
the footstraps do not adjust small 
enough to fit my feet without cutting the 
straps down. Overall, though, this is a 
fun all-around slalom board. 

Jeffrey: This board performs well, but 
the straps were placed too far forward. 
Due to this strap placement, this board 
is aimed at the recreational sailor, but it 
still seems fast on both reaches and 
beats. Its sharp, hard rails give this 
board good upwind ability, which adds 
to the above average performance. 

The details on this board are what 
bother me. We had to pry the mast box 
open to use our universal sliders, the 
deck seemed slick, and the straps are 
not up to par. The seam on this board 
is right on the rail, which is much better 
than on the other Klepper we saw. It 
adds to the board's performance rather 
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Imagine a footstrap that adjusts instantly - even on 
the water, hugs your feet in unmatched comfort, and 
won’t weigh you down when wet. 

We did. The result: new Feetbelts (patent 
pending), the next generation of footstraps 
from the people who invented them. 

Prepare for takeoff. Fasten your 
Feetbelts today at a Windsurfing 
Hawaii dealer near you. 


Feetbelts 


New Feetbelts adjust in seconds by 
unzipping the Lycra cover and 
adjusting the buckle. Available in 
two widths , and vibrant colors. 


Kailua, Santa Barbara,Vancouver, Almelo, Osaka, Auckland 

Circle Reader Service No. 95 
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VITAL STATISTICS 


the board a little bouncy in the 
turns, it j us t does not bite properly. 

The board seems very fast in a straight 
line-especially in flat and slightly 
choppy water In larger chop, it seems 
to slam a lot. Upwind, this board is 
hampered by the small and inefficient 
fin it comes with. Otherwise, the overall 
finish of the board is excellent, and the 
new straps are great. 

Will: What a joy to ride! The 9'3" gets 
immediately on a plane, by far the 
fastest board to plane I’ve ridden. 

Once up, jt powers through lulls and 


WINDSURFING HAWAII 9'3" 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The White Lite Slalom 9'3‘, available in 
limited quantities in 1988, is lightning 
fast, maneuverable, and easy to 
handle. Whether you're a World Cup 
racer or a Sunday afternoon sailor, you 
will be hard pressed to find a better 
performing board. The 9'3‘ Slalom is 
the first of a series of wave and slalom 
boards which have been under devel¬ 
opment by Windsurfing Hawaii and its 
licensee in New Zealand for four years. 
Sue: The 9’3' is an above average 
slalom board. While it is fairly big for 
me, it is comfortable and easy to ride in 
moderate winds and easy to sail in high 


WINDSURFING HAWAII 9'3" 


BESTFEATURES 

Quickness to plane 
Acceleration 
Overall 
construction 


WORST FEATURE 

Too boxy for turning 
in chop 


gusts. Its upwind ability lags, due in 
part to the assigned fin, but off the wind 
it feels quick and competitive. This 9'3' 
proved to be very responsive and easy 
going into a jibe, which is almost out of 
character for its size. Finally, the newly- 
designed, quick-to-adjust straps are a 
nice addition. 

Jeffrey: This is a solid, well-perform¬ 
ing board. The difference between this 
and the big Windsurfing Hawaii board 
is remarkable. This board is tough, 
light, and has plenty of flotation for 
anyone. The rails are not designed for 
chop, since they bounce so badly 
through the turns. Overall, this is a 
nice, totally together board, and its new 
footstraps are the first real break¬ 
through in that market in years. 

Trevor: The White Lite 9'3’ is a really 
good slalom board in moderate 
conditions. Acceleration is this 
lightweight machine’s biggest asset-it 
qets up to full speed very quickly in all 
conditions. The board jibes very well in 
flat water, but I had a lot of problems in 

choppy water. The full rails seem to 


Length: 9'3‘ 

Width: 22.5' 

Volume: 124.2 liters 

Buoyant Force Fresh 224 lbs. Salt 

251 lbs 

Weight: 22.0 lbs. 

Stiffness. 4th (96 lbs. for 3/8' deflection) 
Bottom Shape: Single-to-double 
concave 

Construction: EPS core with epoxy/ 
glass/divinicell sandwich with a wood 
stringer 

Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,149 


carves jibes with no problem. With this 
board I found I could really lean into my 
turns without losing energy. It is a real 
off-the-wind screamer-just seems to go 
faster and faster. I really like the new 
footstraps since they are super easy to 
adjust and are very comfortable. 

Finally, flotation on this board is never a 
problem in even the lightest winds. 

SUMMARY: 

This is a truly exciting new board. It 
just looks fast, and its light weight 
makes it feel fast. Quickness to plane 
and acceleration are really this board's 
most outstanding assets, but Will, our 
heavyweight, really enjoyed jibing the 
9'3". This board has an excellent 
volume-to-weight ratio, making it feel 
extremely lively. Sue commented that 
this board, with its very boxy rails, is 
really too thick for her to feel comfort¬ 
able with, but it would be a good board 
for a lightweight to learn to plane on. 

For slalom racing, the testers believe 
this board could be outstanding, but 
plan to be ahead at the start, because 
turns in wakes and chop are quite 
bouncy for all but the heaviest people. 
The nice deck is complemented by 
wedged foot pads which are really 
grippy, but so thick they put the sailor 
even higher off the water. We applaud 
the innovative new straps which may 
prove to be the standard of the indus¬ 
try. Five thumbs up. 
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FEATURED SUrT: POWER 38i:- 
5mm Smoothskin Yamamoto Body 
4mm Double Lined Lower Leg Panel 
4mm Double Lined Chest Panels 
3mm Double or Single Lined Sleeves (or Flexibility 
Ribbed Knee Pad 
Glued and Blind Stitched Seams 
Internally Heat Taped Leg Seams 


Velcro Ankle Straps 

Velcro Closing Stor m Collar Worn Either Up or Down 

Reflective Safety Collar Strip 

Available in all 3mm with detachable sleeves 

Mens and Ladies Designs Available 

High Quality YKK Zip 

Pre Bent Knee Area 


Reader Service No 30 


DISTRIBUTED BY KLEPPER- NPU INC. 2860 CRUSADER CIRCLE, VIRGINIA BEACH, VA23456 804-427-11II FAX 804.427-9060 
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SEATREND 93 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

This board is designed for the average 
sized slalom racer. Its shape is compe¬ 
tition-ready, offering great early planing 
speed and smooth, easy jibes. The 
target wind range for the 93 is 14 to 20 
knots. With its quad-concave slot 
bottom and forward tucked rails, this 
board is fast and will handle top-end 
choppy conditions. The 93 excels in 
maneuverability. This board corners as 
though it's on rails. In essence, its ex¬ 
cellence in turning results from its rail 
shape and rounded, semi-tucked- 
under profile. 

Sue: I really enjoyed the Seatrend 93. 


SEATREND 93 


BESTFEATURES 

Jibing ability 
Overall finish 
Quickness to plane 


WORST FEATURE 

Straps too far 
forward for all-out 
speed 


It is easy to get planing in light winds, 
and is surprisingly easy to turn. At the 
same time, it sails to windward very 
well, and is fun to chop hop with. This 
is the kind of board you can get on and 
immediately feel comfortable with; in 
addition, it is quick and responsive 
enough to be a very competitive slalom 
board. 

Jeffrey: The 93 has generous volume 
with plenty of spunk and top-end to 
please nearly everyone. When I first 
got on this board I thought it would be 
too floaty for any "real" fun, but after 
getting in the wind I was pleasantly sur¬ 
prised to find this a spirited, fine-tuned 
board. Even in the top gusts, this 
board stays stable and smooth. It even 
gets up on a plane with ease. I believe 
this board can excel in all wind condi¬ 
tions. 

Trevor: Sailing the 93 is extremely 
enjoyable. It is very well-mannered and 
predictable when you’re going fast in 
addition to jibing beautifully in every 


possible situation. Jibing is the 93’s 
forte—it is smooth, predictable, and fast 
in all types of jibes. Its only problem is 
in its top-end speed. It just never feels 
like it is going as fast as it could be 
when you are fully powered. It’s 
making all the right moves, but some¬ 
how there seems to be something 
dragging. This is only a problem if you 
are a serious racer; otherwise, the 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9’3‘ 

Width. 23.0’ 

Volume: 115 1 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh 230 lbs. Salt: 

237 lbs. 

Weight: 23.0 lbs. 

Stiffness. 3rd (99 lbs. for 3/8’ deflection) 
Bottom Shape- Channel rail, quad- 
concave 

Construction: Styrene/Urethane core, 
ABS high density vacuum bagged sheet, 
foam epoxy sandwich 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $969 


board sails wonderfully. As with all the 
Seatrends, the overall finish, graphics, 
and detailing are great, although the 
mast track seems to be set quite far 
back. 

Will: I have only one problem with this 
board: because the footstraps were 
too far forward, I couldn’t get it to go 
upwind worth beans. However, it still 
screams off the wind and high-speed 
jibes are good. The tail has lots of 
flotation, helping the board float me and 
plane off easily, but it gives a real 
bouncy ride the whole time out. As 
usual, straps, deck, and stiffness are 
excellent. 

SUMMARY: 

A board that planes, this early and has 
rails this thick shouldn’t turn. But turn 
this board does. In both light air and 
moderate to high winds, the 93 can 
carve incredible jibes. Randy French 
has shaped a board that is hard not to 
like. No one had any real problems 
with the 93, and as Sue commented, 
you can just hop on it and sail—this 
board is very predictable. Even though 
jibing is its forte, its quickness to plane 
should not be overlooked. This is the 
kind of board that can handle very light 
winds as well as the really good days. 

In chop it is smooth and stable, and the 
wide tail makes chop-hopping a 
breeze. The straps are a little far 
forward for top-end speed, but this 
makes it easy to get into the straps in all 
wind conditions. This board is versatile 
enough to be your only shortboard. 

Five thumbs up. 
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MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The single concave nose of the totally 
redesigned Ultra Bee affords maximum 
lift and allows this slalom machine to 
jump onto a plane extremely quickly. 
With its new, triple-concave bottom 
shape, the Ultra Bee turns into a speed 
machine as the wind increases. By 
dipping the leeward rail and reducing 
the wetted surface by one concave, 
this slalom board becomes an outright 
speed board. The middle planing 
section of the tail, with its adjoining 
vees, provides excellent traction during 
maneuvers, especially in radical 
conditions. 

Sue: This is truly a remarkable 
shortboard. In many instances, I could 
swear I was riding a course board. 

Due to the extremely large fin supplied, 

I had to apply pressure on the rail to 
keep the board from railing up. For its 
size, this board is quite light, and is 
surprisingly fun to ride. All the compo¬ 
nents are very nice, but the color on the 
deck is pretty radical. All in all, this is 
an above average slalom board. 
Jeffrey: This board points so well that 
it feels like a raceboard without a 
daggerboard. This board is very 
versatile: changing the mast position 
and using different sets of footstraps 
produces a dramatically different effect. 
With the track back, the board is very 
loose-almost squirrely-but putting the 
track up a few inches gives much- 
needed control. With the track forward, 
this is a good light-air board for sails as 
large as 7.0 m2. This board has one 
bad feature: its seam is both prominent 
and dangerous. Other than that, it is 
very good all-around for someone my 
size. 

Trevor: I found the Fanatic Ultra Bee 
to be a very good moderate-air slalom 
board. It seems fast, turns well, is very 
stable, and is easy to uphaul. A strong 
case could be made for considering 
this a “giant" slalom board-except that 
it is not quite big enough for very light 
air. The big “carbonlite" fin makes for 
incredible upwind performance, 
especially in moderate air. In overpow¬ 
ered conditions, the board seems 
unstable, especially downwind; but it 
would probably be fine with a lower lift 
fin. This board takes an alarmingly high 


FANATIC ULTRA BEE 

BESTFEATURES 

WORST FEATURES 

Upwind perform¬ 

Deck seam 

ance 

Control in high 

Lively feel 

winds 

Stiffness 

Slippery deck 


angle of heel when jibing, but once you 
get used to it, it jibes very quickly in all 
conditions. 

Will: The Fanatic Ultra Bee is so 
responsive that it handles as though it 
were a wave board. It is very quick to 
plane and seems to go faster and faster 
as the wind increases. Its upwind 
ability is also superb. Jibing this board 
is like jibing’a high-performance 
waveboard. This is definitely one of the 
best-sailing slalom boards I've tried, 
probably since it is among the lightest 
and stiffest in the whole test. For my 
weight, it is flawless. 

SUMMARY: 

The Ultra Bee is a lot of fun to sail, but 
it took our test team some time to get 
used to it. The board sails like a World 
Cup-type slalom board. It turns very 
well, but the rails are so thick that it 
tends to bounce around if there is chop. 
Furthermore, the back set of straps are 
set very far back for potentially higher 
speeds, while the front set makes light 
air planing a breeze. What is most 
remarkable about the Ultra Bee is its 
speed upwind. Our test model came 


with a very big slalom fin, which 
probably gave it the upwind speed, but 
it made high speed off-the-wind runs a 
little squirrely. Light air, though, is 
where this board excels. As Trevor 
points out, it almost has the flotation 
feel of a giant slalom board, but its 
maneuverability and liveliness are what 
make it such a fun board. We can 
highly recommend this board for big 
sailors who want to sail in condi- 
tions-even for racing. Five thumbs up. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'3* 

Width: 23.5‘ 

Volume: 120.7 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 243 lbs. Salt: 

250 lbs. 

Weight: 22.4 lbs. 

Stiffness: Equal 2nd (117 lbs. for 3/8* 
deflection) 

Bottom Shape: Tri-concave 
Construction: Ultra-light EPS core/Pro 
Tec resin with carbon stringers and 
glass reinforcement 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $1,205 
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Sait RadialSpeed 5.1 M2 


Sail: SlalomWing 4.8 M 2 
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FREEDOM 

OF 

CHOICE 


The choice is yours. Will your next speed sail be RAF or Camber? At Freedom we understand your dilema. 
You want the best of both worlds: easy handling and power. 

So for you RAF aficionados. Freedom inspires you to find a faster, better built, bigger value than our new 
RadialSpeed range of performance RAFs. Good luck! The new RadialSpeed is all mylar, fully shaped with 
a twisty leech at a price that brings smiles to your overworked windsurfing bank account. 

Camber believers, don't feel left out. is it possible you can have speed and lightweight too? Take one of 
Freedom's new SlalomWings for a test drive and the smiles will be from ear to ear. The SlalomWing is a 
split batten camber design for super light weight. A close the gap foot and high tech scrim mylars deliver 
a broad power band in a sail so responsive it feels like an RAF. Perfect for slalom racing. 

Wish you could have the best of both worlds? Look for the Freedom logo. Behind it you will discover our 
RadialSpeed RAFs go as fast as camber sails. Then again, our SlalomWings feel as light and responsive as 
an RAF. You see at Freedom, we don't believe in compromise. 

The freedom of choice is yours. Make Freedom your choice. 

RadialSpeed Size Range M 2 - 3.8, 4.4, 5.1. 5.8, 6.6, 7.4 

SlalomWing Size Range M2 -3.2. 3.7, 42. 4.8, 5.4. 6.1 6.8. 7.5. 8.3. 9.1 

At Fine Sailboard Shops Everywhere 
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P.O. Sox 1098 
OldSaybrook. CT 06475 
202-388-0322 
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SAILBOARDS MAUI 9'3" 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

Our special sandwich construction 
starts with a precise computer carved 
foam core covered by a layer of high 
density foam, sandwiching a layer of 
fiberglass between them. This sand¬ 
wich construction greatly increases 
stiffness and impact resistance, giving 
the board a much lower water 
absorption rate, and making it far more 
durable than other epoxy constructions. 
This board is well-tuned for fast, smooth 
high-performance sailing. Unlike most 
fast boards, it is designed to be 
effortless to sail. 

Sue: The Sailboards Maui is an above 
average slalom board with nice boxy 
rails. It is definitely one of the finest 
quality production slalom boards. It is 
very stiff, but not too heavy. The board 
is a bit sluggish to get onto a plane, but 
it is pretty quick off the wind. The 9'3‘ is 
surprisingly loose, and jibes pretty well. 
However, the board becomes unstable 
in higher winds and tends to bounce 
around. Thus, for someone of my size 
sailing with a 4.6 sail or smaller, it is 
pretty difficult to control. It is, however, 
definitely very fast off the wind. 
Jeffrey: The Sailboards Maui 9’3* is 
what I would describe as a true all- 
around slalom board. It is easy to sail 
and performs well under a variety of 
conditions. However, it does not 
necessarily generate sparks of excite¬ 
ment, either. The board seems as if it 
wants to go a little faster, but can't, and 
wants to turn a little faster, but can’t. 
Although the finish is excellent, the hull 
is not too “snappy," which could be a 
benefit to a non-racer who wants a 
good board that won’t throw him like a 
stallion. 

Trevor: The Sailboards Maui 9'3’ 
reminds me of my own racing slalom 
boards-it's very fast and jibes well, but 
at the same time, it’s squirrely and 
unstable at high speeds. You really 
have to commit to the turns on this 
board if you expect them to be satisfac¬ 
tory. To passively sail this board is not 
a fun experience-it’s bouncy and harsh. 
Maybe this is a trade-off since the 
board is so fast. The finishing, how¬ 
ever, seemed a little rushed. The non- 
skid is very rough, and the boxes were 
painted over, making it difficult to put a 


SAILBOARDS MAUI 9T 

BESTFEATURES 

WORST FEATURE 

Construction 

Bouncy ride in 

Straps and 

chop 

placement 



slider in. 

Will: To me, there is something wrong 
with this board. Maybe it has too much 
concave or something, but it is not 
much fun to ride. It has trouble getting 
upwind and it does not handle the chop 
too well. On the turns, it skips out and 
does not seem too lively. For me, the 
best thing about this board is that it is 
nice and stiff—there’s a good solid feel 
about it. 

SUMMARY: 

This board really looks fast. The 
footstraps are way back, the hull is 
white and slick, and its simple single-to- 
double-concave is really clean. With 
its thick boxy rails, and excellent con¬ 
struction, we were not surprised to find 
it an early planer. Unfortunately, with its 
planing ability comes unstable perform¬ 
ance in high winds. All of the testers 
found this hull difficult to turn in chop, 
and as Trevor implies, it takes a more 
advanced sailor to master this board. 


Its stiff ride is not the most comfortable, 
but the board has good off-the-wind 
speed, and is fairly responsive to foot 
steering. This is the kind of board that 
will take some getting used to, but once 
the owner gets it wired, it should be 
enjoyable to ride. Three thumbs up, 
one down, one undecided. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9'3' 

Width: 22.5‘ 

Volume: 119.8 liters 
Buoyant Force: Fresh: 240 lbs. 

Salt: 247 lbs. 

Weight: 23.8 lbs. 

Stiffness: 1st (119 lbs. for 3/8' 
deflection) 

Bottom Shape: Single-to-double 
concave 

Construction: Epoxy/multi-level foam 
sandwich 

Warranty: Six months 
Price: $925 
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WEST WINDS 
SPEED SULOM 280 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The design of this board features 
subtle attention to concaves and high- 
wind rocker profile. The unique design 
and construction methods make this a 
real performer in medium to high wind 
conditions. 

Sue: This board is undoubtedly an 
excellent slalom board. Its combination 
of stiffness and boxy rails gives it 
unlimited potential not usually associ¬ 
ated with production boards. Off the 
wind the Speed Slalom 280 performs 
with such precision that you believe it 
will keep accelerating as the wind picks 
up. Furthermore, it points upwind with 


SPEED SLALOM 280 

bestfeatures 

Top-end speed 
Upwind ability 

Stiff, solid feel 

WORSTFEATURE 

None 


ease and jibes with very little effort. 
Without a doubt, this will make a very 
competitive slalom board in flat to 
choppy conditions. 

Jeffrey: What can I say? For my 
weight and style of sailing, this board is 
exceptional. Very quick off the jibes, 
the 280 feels like a board any pro would 
ride. Its stiffness feels superior to most, 
if not all, of the production boards, and 
at least as good as most custom 
boards. This translates directly into 
speed with little or no energy lost. 
Footstrap placement is excellent for me, 
and the straps themselves were nice 
and stiff. With its thick, boxy rails, the 
280 glides easily through lulls, and has 
great acceleration, but turning is a little 
tricky. I really had to lean it over pretty 
far to make it turn tightly. This is a 
complete board with a good, no¬ 
gimmick design and construction. 
Trevor: It turns so nicely! It is a blast 
to blaze around on this board. It fee s 
very fast in all conditions, and jibes like 


a dream: it’s fast, predictable, and 
positive through the whole turn. This is 
great board; it makes you feel like you 
are the fastest guy on the water, and in 
the turns it’s a 10. In lighter conditions, 
it is a bit hard to get onto a plane, but 
this minor inconvenience is well worth 
the stellar performance it delivers in 
powered conditions. The narrow tail 
with the widepoint forward makes this a 
great board for open-water blasting. It 
is very predictable in all situations. 


VITAL STATISTICS 


Length: 9’2" 

Width: 22.25" 

Volume: 110.4 liters 

Buoyant Force: Fresh: 220 lbs. Salt: 

227 lbs. 

Weight: 22.9 lbs. 

Stiffness: 7th (92 lbs. for 3/8" 
deflection) 

Bottom Shape: Slight double 
concave 

Construction: Honeycomb reinforced 
polyurethane core with Vinylester 
composite lamination 
Warranty. One year 
Price: $850 


Will: What a board! I felt as though I 
had always ridden it, it is so very 
comfortable and lively. Surprisingly, it 
is also quick to plane with no bouncing 
or pumping. The 280 is really fun for 
foot steering and rides through chop 
with good speed like a true slalom 
board. This would make a great Gorge 
board for a heavy person. It is defi¬ 
nitely a winner: it seems to work well 
with any rig placement, fore or aft, and 
is a pleasure to jibe. 

SUMMARY: 

Sometimes testing boards can really 
be fun-especially when we get to ride 
boards like the Speed Slalom 280. On 
close inspection, this board is a refined 
version of the Fleetwood Quantum 
tested last year. The Bob Dill design, 
with its unique diamond concave, 
produced excellent results last year, 
and is improved upon this year utilizing 
West Winds' tough honeycomb 
construction. Basically, we all loved 
this board-it's quick to plane, very fast, 
ultra-responsive, and good in chop. 
Although everyone raved about this 
board's stiffness, it is not really so stiff, 
as it is hard. We believe you can 
actually beat on this board with a 
baseball bat without noticeably 
damaging it. We highly recommend 
this board for anyone, from a light-air 
lightweight, to a Gorge-sailing heavy¬ 
weight. This is the darkhorse of the 
year. Five thumbs up. 
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I LEETWOOD establishes a new 
level in performance boardsailing 
equipment by introducing its 
Super Slalom E-9 Universal. This 
low-profile universal is made from 6061 
E-9 aluminum - the highest quality 
material presently available. 

An inherent characteristic of this 
material is its high tensile strength, 
making the new Fleetwood universal 
stronger than its heavier competitors. 

The hard anodized, aluma-printed Finish 
reflects the quality and durability built 
into this hot new release from 
Fleetwood for 1988. 


For more information or the name of the 
Fleetwood dealer nearest you, call 
1-800-251-5222. In California, call 
1-800-242-3360. 


200 27th Street • Sacramento, CA • 95816 


.1 INTRODUCING THE SUPER SLALOM E-9 UNIVERSAL 
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PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 


P roduct reviews are everywhere these 
days, but among the most professional 
and mature are those in the movie and 
restaurant businesses. In these fields, 
the product is reviewed for what it is, and is not 
directly compared with another movie or res¬ 
taurant. The reviewers just tell us how that 
particular movie or meal was That is how we 
try to approach our board testing If the board 
does something well, we say so, if it does not, 
we say that also Simple enough. 

However, critics always come up with a list 
of their favorites in particular categories, and 
that is what we are doing here. 

JIBING: It is our opinion, and that of the 
majority of top pros, that jibing ability is the 
most important aspect of a slalom board How 
many times do you hear that a race is won at 
the marks 7 However, for the non-racer who 
just wants to have fun, jibing is equally impor¬ 
tant Anyone can go fairly fast; it is those who 
are slicing the good jibes who are the ones to 
watch, and your board can make all the differ¬ 
ence. Our favorites are 
West Winds Speed Slalom 280 
Seatrend 93 
Klepper 285 

SPEED OFF THE WIND: Yes, it certainly is 
nice to fly by your friends. Technique is often 
the key to this, but good equipment can't hurt. 
Different styles of sailing can milk different top- 
ends out of a given board A hesitant sailor 
who is having trouble getting in the straps in 
the first place will be able to go faster on a 
board that's easy to sail than on one with its 
straps way back. However, our testers are 
able to control the tricky boards and get the 
most out of them These are the boards we 
found to have the highest speed potential: 
West Winds Speed Slalom 280 
Windsurfing Hawaii 9T 
Seatrend 93 

SPEED UPWIND: In most instances, you 
don't just get to bear off and fly downwind. 
Since most bodies of water require you to 
consider the water current, geographic limita¬ 
tions, and sometimes large crowds, being the 


fastest on a close reach is also important. Fins 
have a big say in this, but with what we sailed, 
our best were: 

Fanatic Ultra Bee 
Klepper 285 
F2 Sunset Slalom 

QUICKNESSS TO PLANE: Racers' slalom 
boards must be quick to plane so they can 
accelerate out of holes at the start of the race 
and at the marks. Recreational sailors, how¬ 
ever, need a board that is an early planer just 
so they can sail it more often. Naturally, the 
bigger boards tend to dominate this category, 
but weight and bottom shape also play a 
critical role. Our favorites here are boards 
which can plane in about 10 knots with a 7.0 m2 
sail for a 165-pound sailor. If this is absolutely 
the most important feature for you, check the 
next issue to read our tests of the giant slalom 
boards. If it’s a quick-planing all-around model 
you want, these tested best for us: 

Windsurfing Hawaii 9’3" 

Fanatic Ultra Bee 
Seatrend 93 

WIND RANGE: These boards are the ones 
that can handle the widest range of winds and 
conditions Of course, it is asking a bit much 
from a board to handle everything, but these 
will be good in 90 percent of the conditions you 
encounter. This is the category to check if you 
can own only one board. Here are three to 
choose from: 

Klepper 285 
Seatrend 93 

West Winds Speed Slalom 280 

OVERALL FAVORITE: This is the most misun¬ 
derstood category. People look at the per¬ 
formance summaries and just figure that the 
top performing boards will automatically end 
up here. While this is often the case, we also do 
consider construction, weight, stiffness, com¬ 
ponents, and even looks to pick our overall 
favorites. These are the boards we would most 
like to own: 

West Winds Speed Slalom 280 
Seatrend 93 

Windsurfing Hawaii 9’3“ 



APRIL 1988 


207 VI Kuiaha Road, Haiku Hawaii96708 (808) 575-2002 





































by Lisa Neuburger 
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or from the cold, weather-beaten lands of 
Canada or Europe, you may find your 
vision of Maui's steady winds, perfect 
waves, and warm waters clouded by the 
realities of a 10- to 20-hour plane flight, 
crowded sailing spots, and a cost of living 
that quickly leads to a depleted bank 
account. 

But paradise need not have such a 
high price tag. Canadian windsurfers 
have now discovered an alternative to the 
Valley Isle, a land of uncrowded waves, 
strong winds, and cheap accommoda¬ 
tions. Even better, this windsurfer’s nir¬ 
vana is just a two-hour flight from Miami, 
and eight hours by direct flight from Eu¬ 
rope. The name of this new Mecca? The 
Dominican Republic. 

First discovered by Columbus in the 
late 1400s, the Dominican Republic 
shares the island of Hispaniola with Haiti. 
On the south shore is the oldest city of the 
New World: Santo Domingo, now the 
Dominican Republic’s capital and busi¬ 
ness center, but it is the north shore that 
interests visiting windsurfers. 



The Dominican Republic’s north 
shore was established as a prime 
windsurfing spot a few years ago by 
eastern Canadian boardsailors, mostly 
from Quebec, who were seeking a winter 
windsurfing wonderland-cheaper and 
closer to home than faraway Hawaii. The 
Canadians staked out Cabarete, a fishing 
port some 30 miles east of Puerto Plata 
International Airport. With its two re¬ 
cently-established windsurfing clubs/ 
resorts, small inns, tropical-style bars, 
restaurants, and mile-long beach, 
Cabarete has been transformed into a 
windsurfing capital-the “Paia of the Car- 
ibe.” 

THE COAST WITH THE MOST 

According to those in the know, the 
summer sailing conditions along the 
north shore couldn’t be better. From June 
through August, the trade winds blow 
daily from just after noon until dusk and 
average from 18 to 25 knots. Cabarete is 
situated in a broad bay with an offshore 
reef-break approximately a third of a mile 
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from the beach, and with consistent side- 
shore winds, it’s comparable to Maui’s 
Kanaha and Spreckelsville. Launching is 
easy for short or longboards and begin¬ 
ners can easily sail inside the reef with 
plenty of space and wind. 

If you’re an adventurous wave rider 
and jumper, you’ll definitely want to ven¬ 
ture out to the reef. Because it’s located 
deep under the water, sailing over the 
reef is perfectly safe for board and body. 
If you fall or break down, there is no need 
to worry about washing up on the rocks or 
being tossed ashore. Just drift back to the 
beach, pick up your equipment, and take 
a painless-though rather long-walk back 
to the parking area. 

In summer, the waves are generally 
four to six feet. In January or February, 
you’ll find even higher waves that can be 
logo to mast high, but the wind is less 
consistent because the trades don’t 
come through as regularly as they do 
during the summer months. 

The Canadians have established two 
windsurfing clubs in Cabarete that offer 
lessons and provide complete rentals. 
Included are wave boards of all lengths, 
slalom boards, longboards, and up-to- 
date rigs. 

Two miles east of Cabarete is another 
prime sailing spot with slightly different 
conditions. This beach-some three and 
a half miles long-is exposed to the Atlan¬ 
tic Ocean and has near onshore winds 
with no reef protection. While the wind 
here is not quite as strong as it is rounding 
the point into Cabarete, at 15 to 20 knots 
it is still generally strong enough to make 
sailing in the unhindered shorebreak a 
challenge. 

With a tough shorebreak and more 
difficult launching, conditions here can 
be compared to those of Sylt, West Ger¬ 
many, and Zandvoort, Holland, two of the 
sites on the old World Cup circuit. If you 
venture to this easterly beach, keep an 
eye out for F2 World Cup Team Racer 
Anick Graveline. She has found this area 
ideally suited for training and she can 
sometimes be seen sailing from her new 
house on the beach. 

Other sites around Cabarete include 
the Camino del Sol Resort, which offers 
one of the best launching sites in the area. 
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SequenceAbove: 

Don Montague goes 
ballistic on a 
Cabarete wave. An 
everyday occurrence 
during the 1987 
Cabarete Wave/ 
Slalom event. 

Left: The windward 
beach to the east 
of Cabarete is 
exposed to the 
Atlantic, with no 
reef and lots of 
shorebreak. 


Exploration and 
Information 

Exploring inland is a must-the road to 
Moca and Santiago takes you through 
lush, green pastures and valleys that 
resemble those of Switzerland. You’ll see 
thick banana groves, coconut plantations, 
countless small villages with smiling and 
waving children, oxen plowing in the 
fields, overloaded pack donkeys along the 
road-the essences of daily life in a Third 
World nation. Take heed, however; you 
must be competent at handling a motor¬ 
bike and you've got to stay alert. Domini¬ 
can drivers are not among the safest and 
the country's poorly maintained highways 
are packed with dangerous potholes. 

While bikes make off-highway explora¬ 
tion more exciting and will ease your 
access to secluded spots, don't expect to 
nde directly on the beach. Populated 
beaches like Cabarete's don’t allow bikes 
or horses-boardsailors Dicky Villanueva 
and Pat Corelli found that out the hard 
way, compliments of the Dominican do- 

Kce! Take the local laws seriously ,hT 


Dominican Republic's law enforcement 
officials certainly do. 

The primary language of the Domini¬ 
can Republic is Spanish. In Cabarete, 
however, with the influx of French Canadi¬ 
ans and their businesses, you can easily 
get by if you speak French. English is 
spoken in the larger towns, in all hotels, 
and in businesses that cater to tourists. 
Local villagers are not schooled in foreign 
languages, including English, and unless 
they remain in constant contact with for¬ 
eigners, they communicate most easily in 
their native tongue. Therefore, it is best to 
know at least a few important Spanish 
words and phrases when visiting the 
Dominican Republic, as the locals are 
always willing to speak to you and help 
you out. 

The locals in the Cabarete area are 
extremely warm and friendly. Since 
Cabarete is still a small, quiet town, visi¬ 
tors seem always welcome, especially 
windsurfers; many locals have taken up 
the sport themselves. Lots of hot kids are 
coming up in this area and they’re more 
than just impressive to watch: they’re 
potentially threatening to the “big guys"! 
































Bed and Board 

There are many hotels in the vicinity of 
Cabarete that cater to a wide range of 
bank accounts and offer different levels of 
comfort For the simple, budget-conscious 
boardsailor who wants a peaceful 
“getaway" vacation, the Voile O' Berge Inn 
is the place to be. This four-star hotel, 
with its simple, authentic style, is the 
dream come true of designer/owner 
Jacque Coutu, who used only local labor, 
designs, and materials to build 30 
thatched-roof cabanas set off the main 
highway in a grove of palm trees. Coutu's 
thatched-roof restaurant is open on three 
sides and its roof is supported by palm 
trunks. 

What's more, the restaurant boasts the 
best chef in the area! Breakfasts are 
included in the low room rates and Chef 
Paolo cooks up delicious breakfasts and 
dinners to order-between wave 
sessions-with excellent choices for vege¬ 
tarians. The collection of classical, jazz, 
and contemporary music that plays during 
meals adds to the charming and pleasant 
atmosphere. It's a great spot from which to 
launch an active day or wind down from 
one-the ideal apres-race place. Jacque, 
Paolo, and company are always on hand 


Beach access is great and the 
resort-with its palm trees, recreational 
facilities and luxurious accommodations, 
shops, and restaurants-is an exciting 
place to spend one sailing day or an 
entire vacation. 

If you’re the adventurous type, com¬ 
fortable with the local conditions and 
confident of your sailing abilities, then 
take an enjoyable and exhilarating 20- to 
30-minute sail along the coast from 
Camino del Sol to Cabarete. You can use 
a short or longboard, and the view from 
the water is beautiful-you can see the 
inland and coastal mountains in the mists 
for miles and miles up the coast. The 
swells off the coast and the patches of 
offshore reef-break make this a truly 
exciting adventure. It's possible to come 


ashore anywhere along the coastline in 
the event of a breakdown. 

To the west of Cabarete, toward 
Sosua, is an even more spectacular 
coastline that provides excellent launch¬ 
ing and great surf sailing conditions. The 
premier sailing beaches here are Kanal 
and Encuentro. Unobstructed by an 
outside reef or land formations, the swells 
roll in unchecked and break on a shallow 
reef close to the beach, accompanied by 
side-onshore winds. The fierce fury of the 
towering white water breaking on the 
shallow reef restricts these two spots to 
experts only. 

Beach access to these areas is a bit 
tricky. To find Kanal and Encuentro, you 
have to venture off the main two-lane 
"highway" between Sosua and Cabarete 


Sail up the coast toward 
Camino del Sol and 
you'll catch some nice 
scenery. 
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with friendly stories of life in La Republica 
Dominicana. 

Many small inns along the highway in 
Cabarete offer reasonable rates, which 
usually include bed and breakfast, and 
comfortable accommodations in a friendly 
tropical atmosphere. And for the 
boardsailor who really wants to indulge in 
a full resort-style vacation, the Camino del 
Sol and Pelican Resort and Casino offer 
condominium, hotel, and villa accommo¬ 
dations, plus a complete line of restau¬ 
rants, boutiques, recreational activities, 
and nightlife. 

Cabarete has eating and drinking es¬ 
tablishments that cater to boardsailors 
and serve everything from pizza to local 
foods. For a quick lunch, snack, or drink 
between wave sessions, try the Duro Bar, 
directly across the street from the 
Windsurfing Club, owned and operated by 
transplanted Canadian windsurfer Patrick 
Duro. You will be amazed at the 
incredibly reasonable prices of food 
here-you can eat so much for so little! To 
really cool down on a hot day or to satisfy 
the old sweet tooth, head down the street 
from Patrick’s to La Heladeria, the ice 
cream store. Here you’ll find delicious 
flavors made from local fruits: guanabana, 
pina, banana, guava... 


Precision 
Aluminum Fins 
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• SHATTERPROOF 

• FLAWLESS FOILSHAPES 

• MANUFACTURER GUARANTEED AGAINST BREAKAGE 
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and travel roads made of dirt and sand 
which wind through ranch lands with 
gates occasionally blocking the way. Ask 
local sailors for the best routes! 

For those who enjoy exploring by 
sailboard on a less intense level, there are 
quiet beaches and flat bays that offer 
better longboard cruising adventures. 
You can launch from downtown Puerto 
Plata and explore the rock islands a 
quarter of a mile from shore. Be sure to 
pay your respects to the giant statue of 
King Neptune, set imperiously on a rock! 
With its sheer cliffs dropping straight into 
the sea, this magnificent coastline offers 
incredible on-the-water sightseeing. 

ONSHORE OPPORTUNITIES 

The North Shore of the Dominican 
Republic offers many recreational op¬ 
tions, ranging from serene and sedentary 
to invigorating and adventurous. Sun 
worshippers looking for quiet, restful 
vacations and sailed-out boardsailors 
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Below: Last June's wave event was worth 
$15,000. This year's purse promises to be 
even bigger. Right: Just hanging out. 

Bottom right: Lisa Neuburger and Don 
Montague cruise the countryside of Sosua. 


Fundamental Facts and 
Timely Tips 

Many airlines that fly to Puerto Plata 
International Airport also accommodate 
sailboards. From Miami, try Dominicana, 
Eastern, American (with flights daily), and 
Pan Am. American also flies to the Do¬ 
minican Republic from San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. 

Some airlines fly direct to Santa 
Domingo; from there you can take a six- 
to seven-hour drive to Cabarete. From 
Europe you can take Iberia, Air France, 
Alitalia, or Lufthansa, which flies direct 
from Frankfurt to San Juan. 

Most hotels offer airport service, and 
taxi or bus service is available between 
Puerto Plata, Sosua, and Cabarete. The 
local "bus" is a Japanese mini-van that 
packs in as many passengers as it 
can-sometimes 20 on one ride! It 
charges one peso each way (about 30 
cents). It’s not the most comfortable way 
to go, but it is economical, convenient, 
reliable, and very interesting. 

Groceries and necessities can be 
bought in Sosua and are in limited supply 
in Cabarete. All foods, including meats, 
dairy products, fruits, and vegetables, are 
produced in the Dominican Rebublic- 
mostly in the agricultural region in the 
valleys around Santiago. The German 


Jewish refugee community which settled 
in the area during the second world war 
developed much of the agriculture here. 
Rum is also produced nationally and is 
quite inexpensive. Other liquors are im¬ 
ported, making them more costly. 

The Dominican Government is work¬ 
ing hard to keep the country drug-free. 
As a result, there are very strict laws, 
including some regarding moored or 
anchored sailboats off the coast. Take 
heed: rumor has it that a Third World jail 
visit is not high on the list of sightseeing 
musts. 

Restaurants in the Cabarete area are 
all good, very reasonably priced, and 
offer a variety of food, including pizza, 
seafood, American cuisine, salads, Cre¬ 
ole-style goodies, and chef's specialties. 
Tap water is not good for 
drinking-beware the after-effects! Also, 
Cabarete has a few beach-front bars and 
a pool “hut" with one pool table. 

Temperatures are warm year-round, 
averaging 75 degrees F in the daytime, 
with cooler nighttime temperatures. 

During the winter months, and sometimes 
on summer evenings, a light sweater or 
sweatshirt may be necessary. 

The exchange rate during the sum¬ 
mer of ’87 was very high-approximately 
3.75 pesos to the dollar. American 
currency goes an extremely long way 
here! 
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who need just one day to revitalize their 
tired, aching bodies can stretch out on 
miles and miles of endless sand 
beaches. The beach at Cabarete has 
bars and restaurants conveniently lo¬ 
cated close to shore, and all the new 
resorts in the area have similar amenities. 
Recluses who want to get away from it all 
can find a different beach every day, all 
offering peace, solitude, lovely palm 
trees, and clear water. 

On the active side, the Dominican 
Republic is a beautiful land to explore on 
horseback, motorbike, or bicycle, or by 
car or on foot. Horses can be rented for 
guided trail rides or wild beach runs in the 
vicinity of Cabarete and at almost any 
resort hotel. The endless beach on which 
the Camino del Sol resort is located is 
almost as perfect for horseback riding as 
it is for windsurfing! A river runs down 
from the mountains and empties into the 
shorebreak of the Atlantic, and you can 
ride to the mouth of the river-about five 
miles from Cabarete-on this beach. 

Aside from the natural beauty of its 
landscape, the Dominican Republic’s 
Third World culture is evident in the daily 
routine of its inhabitants. Women wash 
their laundry at the riverbank while the 
children play in the water, floating on 


Furious Fun 

Are you an expert dancer or just a 
wild party animal? Then try moving your 
feet to a "Meringue” beat, inspired long 
ago by Dominican slaves. Casa del 
Sol, just outside of Sosua, is the area's 
much-frequented discotheque, rocking 
nightly to the rhythms of local and con¬ 
temporary dance music. 

Speaking of fun, 1987 brought to 
the Dominican Republic the first 
Cabarete $15,000 Pro-Am Wave/Slalom 
competition. This was one of the best- 
organized and most enjoyable races 
ever held in the Caribbean. The 
organizers of 1988's event guarantee 
more prize money and more racer 
participation-this will be one of the 
premier races this year, and will be well 
worth attending. This year’s week-long 
wave sailing contest is set for June, as 
la brisa begins to kick in during the first 
month of summer. Whether you're an 
amateur or a professional racer, this 
event should definitely be added to your 
regatta schedule. 

And be sure to include the beautiful 
Dominican Republic in your travel, 
windsurfing, and Caribbean exploration 
plans! The Caribbean's Greater and 
Lesser Antilles have many lovely fslands 
in their chain, and all offer such 
priceless attributes as clear turquoise 
waters, steady trades, endless 
beaches, lush green mountains and 
valleys, palm trees, and friendly locals. 
Few have a combination of all these 
and more-that's what sets the Domini¬ 
can Republic apart from all the rest. 

Best of all, it’s accessible to 
. everyone-geographically and economi¬ 
cally. So come on down to the Domini¬ 
can Republic: nirvana is waiting! 
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Introducing 


WINDSHEAR EPEE MICROFIN 

The ultimate microfin designed to enhance skeg performance. 
Eliminate spin out, side slip, and cavitation. 

For the serious boardsailer. ^ 
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BEACH CLOSED 10 BOARDSAILING 

Sound familiar? Well if it doesn't, it might soon! Throughout the country 
boardsailors are being turned away from their favorite beaches. Protecting your right 
to free access is only one of the many ongoing projects at the USBA. The United States 
Boardsailing Association is a national, non-profit organization designed to assist you ... 
the boardsailor. Stay informed, join the USBA today. 

Please make checks payable to the USBA: Visa and Mastercard accepted. 
Membership fees: □ $10 Single □ S20 Family 

□ $50 Associate/Contributing □ S100 Corporate/Sustaining 
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Mail Contributions to: USBA, Box 209. Newport, Rhode Island 02840 
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WindRider Magazine 
presents 

Rhonda Smith 
U.S. Clinic Tbur 

Rhonda Smith is a racer , a teacher 
and an ambassador for the sport . 
Her clinics bring it all together. 




Dec. l-Ffeb. 29 
Los Barriles, Sea 
of Cortez, B.C.S. 

Mistral Baja 
HiAVind Center 
1-600-223-5443 


March 3-6 
Cancun, Mexico 

Michigan 

Windsurfing 

(3131681-1300 

March 11-13 
Orange Park, FL 

Windsurfing 
Orange Park 
(904)272-6996 


March 18-20 
St. Petersburg, FL 

7 hckle Shack 
(813)541-3463 


March 25-27 
Sanibel, FL 

Windsurfing 

Sanibel 

(813)472-0123 


April 1-3 
Miami, FL 

Windsurfing Place 
(305)557-5217 


April 8-10 
Cocoa Beach, FL 

Beth Rnvell 
(305) 784-0166 

June 23-26 
Cody, WY 

Alpine Windsurfing 
(307) 733-4460 

August TBA 
Mt. View, CA 

Spinaker Sailing 
(415)965-7474 


Sept. 9-11 
Portland, ME 

Port Sports 
(207) 775-6080 

Sept. 16-18 
Bondville, VT 

New England 
Sailboard Co. 

(802)874-4178 

Sept. 23-25 
Oconomowoc, WI 

Aquatic World 
(414)567-7245 

Sept. TBA 
New York, NY 

Island Windsurfing 
(212) 744-2000 
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17 71 / TX 77551 (409) 744-1317 
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SAILBOARDS, INC Houston, TX 77098 (713) 960-0275 
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drifting logs in the eight-to 10-knot cur¬ 
rent. This is a good place to cool off, but 
beware of the current-you have to be a 
strong swimmer to avoid the breakers! 
You’ll also find acres of |ungles and hills 
to explore by horseback or on foot. 

If you’re traveling in style and can 
afford to rent a car-one of the few com¬ 
modities that doesn’t come cheap 
here-there are countless beaches and 
miles of empty coastline, both east and 
west of Cabarete, waiting to be discov¬ 
ered by indulgent windsurfers on "sur- 
fari"! Cars can be rented in Puerto Plata 
or in Sosua. 

While renting a car is expensive, it’s 
really the only way to pack up your 
boards and head out to explore the 
beaches and coastline. The drive to 
Playa Grande, an hour and a half east of 
Cabarete, is a beautiful one. You'll cruise 
past mountains, jungles, cliffs, pristine 
beaches, palm groves, and through 
small villages. Though its beach is rela¬ 
tively protected from the wind by cliffs, 
Playa Grande is an excellent place to 
cruise and explore on a longboard. The 
sometimes high shore break can make 
launching a bit difficult, but the bodysurf¬ 
ing here is outstanding. 

If you don't mind taking one or two 
days off from sailing , and if you'd like to 
try new launching sites, travel three 
hours east from Cabarete and take a 
ferry ride across the bay. There you'll find 
the waterfall of Samana-it's more than 
worth the trip! You can stop anywhere 
along the way for a quick sail, and if you 
find you don't have the time to make the 
journey back to Cabarete, no problem! 
There is a small "pension house" near 
the falls-a cheap and comfortable place 
to spend the night. Be sure to check with 
local sailors for information and direc¬ 
tions. 

By far the best way to tour the Domini¬ 
can Republic is by motorbike. Scooters 
and dirt bikes can be rented in Cabarete 
or Sosua and they come cheap at about 
$10 a day. Because the island of 
Hispaniola is blessed with afternoon 
trade winds, morning hours are the best 
and coolest for playing tourist; this way, 
you'll get to see the country without miss¬ 
ing a day on the water. 

When you tour by bike, you can take 
in the sights, smells, and sounds of the 
countryside and its villages, and you can 
make contact with the friendly locals, 
especially the children. They're always 
ready with a smile and a greeting. And 
in the heat and humidity of summer, 
nothing feels better than the rush of 
morning air you'll experience on a 
bike-except, perhaps, the rush of after¬ 
noon wind and water you’ll experience 
on a board! • 


Lisa Neuburger has been a professional 
sailor since 1985 and came in first in the 
1987 Cabarete Wave /Slalom event last 
June. She is currently sponsored by Gaastra 
Sails and Java Wraps Clothing. 
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packages, the slalom, 330, 360 and RACE will 
put you in the lead, whether in competition or 
all-out recreational sailing. 

Pioneering revolutionary developments in the 
sailboard industry since 1977, SAILBOARD 
has been FIRST in: 

ASA construction (1978) 

Styrofoam cores (1980) 

Fiberglass/ASA composite construction (1983) 
Double Concave Designs in Production hull 
(1983) 

Today’s boards are made in TDC technology. 
This carbon composite construction now sets 
the industry standard for outstanding light, stiff 
and durable hulls, combining carbon and glass 
fibers with epoxy, styrofoam and a thin ASA 
skin. Other manufacturers have labeled this 
technology as Epoxy Carbon, LCS and Lite 
Carbon. 

As the leader in development, SAILBOARD is 
proud to bring you not just new ideas, but 
smart ideas — ideas that move our industry. 
SAILBOARD. I .where technology meets peak 
performance through perfect design. 

*ln *88 we also introduce four new ASA shapes. 



















R&D ON L&D WITH EXPLANA TIONS 
FOR PEOPLE WITHOUT ENGINEERING 
DEGREES 


by Pat LeMehaute 


D own at the beach, everyone has an 
opinion on fins: This one is faster, 
that one spins out less, the other 
one is great for going upwind, but 
not loose enough for the waves. 
Some of the guys have a pretty 
good instinctive grasp of which 
shapes work best, but ask most 
anyone-including some manufac- 
turers-exactly why one fin is faster, 
slower, or points upwind better, and you 
will most likely get some half-baked the¬ 
ory, or some meaningless engineering 
doubletalk. (If you want to read a pretty 
good story on fin types that has only a little 
bit of meaningless doubletalk and some 
good information in it, see “ The Story On 
Fins," byTomJames, page 90 of the July 
1987 WindRider -just kidding about the 
doubletalk, Tom.) 

While the relative merits of different 
styles and shapes of fins continue to be 
tossed about by the boardsailing com¬ 
munity, there are two finite, measurable 
characteristics of every fin which directly 
affect that fin's performance. They are: lift 
and drag. As part of WindRider's new 
“high tech" approach to product testing, 

I am currently working to develop testing 
procedures which will measure the vari¬ 
ous lift and drag coefficients of fins of 
different styles and types, and will publish 
the results in an upcoming issue. What I 
have already learned from my testing is 

- ' Iraq factors come into play 
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phrases like equilibrium, laminar flow, 
pressure gradient, or vorticity scare you 
away. You don't need an engineering 
degree to understand the concepts we’ll 
be discussing, and for those of you who 
slept through physics, there are even 
some simple explanations for the big 
words. 


SAILING IN EQUILIBRIUM 


You probably never thought about it, 
but when you are hooked in and scream¬ 
ing along on a nice, smooth beam reach 
at a constant speed, you and your board 
are balancing equal and opposite forces 
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to achieve an equilibrium. Newton’s Third 
Law of Motion states that for every force 
acting on a object, there must be an equal 
and opposite force in order for that object 
to be in equilibrium. 

In the case of a sailboard, the forces 
acting on the sail (wind and so forth) must 
be opposed by the forces on the fin and 
and board to achieve the equilibrium of a 
steady sailing speed (the aerodynamic 
forces on the board and sailor are ne- 


LIFT 

Imagine a fin traveling through the 
water at a slight angle. On the side 
facing into the waterflow, the force of the 
flowing water creates what is known as a 
region of high pressure. At the same 
time, the opposite side of the fin is 
somewhat cut off from the waterflow, 
and develops a corresponding area of 
low pressure (see Figure 2.). The high 



Figure 1. The forces of boardsailing. Figure 2. Lift and drag forces affecting the fin. 
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fleeted for the sake of simplicity). Equi- 
brium essentially means that the 
ailboard is either not moving at all, or it is 
noving at a constant speed, and we can 
think of the situation in simple terms by 
saying that the sideways push of the wind 
is opposed by the sideways resistance 
and lift generated by the board and the 
fin. 

If such forces become uneven (sort of 
like wind in a gust, or a loss of lift when the 
fin spins out), an equilibrium does not 
exist, and the board will be either accel¬ 
erating or decelerating to a new equilib¬ 
rium (going faster or slower because of 
the gust) or reaching the alternative 
equilibrium, known as floating-with-the- 
rig (the loss of lift from a spin-out makes 
the fin unable to contain the sideways 
pressure against the sail, thus causing a 
wipe-out). 

Figure 1 shows a force diagram on a 
sailboard which essentially complies with 
Newton's Third Law. The driving force of 
the sail is opposed by the drag force of 
the bottom of the board and the fin, and 
the side force on the sail is opposed by 
the lift forces on the board and fin. It is 
also important to note that a sailboard 
doesn't move straight ahead, but instead 
slides sideways a little bit, much like a 
crab walks. The angle at which the board 
slides sideways while moving forward is 
called leeway angle, and although it is 
very small (less than eight degrees), it is 
that sideways motion which creates the 
lift force, as we shall soon see. 


pressure side of the fin pushes, while the 
low pressure side pulls in the same direc¬ 
tion. The combination of these pushing 
and pulling forces is known as the lift 
force. 

If you want to get a bit more technical, 
this force is defined to be perpendicular 
to the direction the fin is traveling (which 
is not quite perpendicular to the fin be¬ 
cause of the leeway angle) and is mathe¬ 
matically represented as L=CI(1/2)pV*S. 
In this formula, p is the density of the 
water, V is the velocity the fin is traveling, 
S is the surface area, and Cl is the Lift 
Coefficient. For symmetrical foils (like 
those on fins) the lift coefficient is 1.1 
times the angle of attack. For practical 
purposes, all this mumbo-jumbo simply 
means that the lift on the fin is proportional 
to the surface area, the velocity, and the 
angle of attack. 

By looking at some examples of the 
above relationship, we can make some 
postulates and then see how fin theory 
relates to real life conditions. (1) Assum¬ 
ing a constant angle of attack, an in¬ 
crease in either surface area or velocity 
will increase lift. That makes sense. A 
bigger fin will give you more to “push" 
against, and the faster you go, the more 
resistance the fin generates. (2) If you 
halve the surface area and keep the lift 
constant, the angle of attack will be 
doubled. That means that if you put a 
smaller fin on the board (less surface 
area) you will slide sideways more (in¬ 
crease the leeway angle), assuming your 
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speed remains the same. (3) If you 
double your velocity while maintaining 
the same lift, the angle of attack will be 
one quarter of what it originally was. That 
means the faster you go, the less the 
board slides sideways. (4) If the lift is 
doubled and the velocity remains the 
same, the angle will be doubled. Sup¬ 
pose you are sailing along on a beam 
reach: the lift forces are small, and so is 
the fin’s angle of attack and the amount 
you slide sideways Once you point 
upwind, the lift needed to counteract sail 
force increases, which results in a corre¬ 
sponding increase in fin angle of attack, 
and a greater leeway angle. In other 
words, when you point higher into the 
wind, you slide sideways more. 

Using a protractor, some fishing line, a 
weight, and a speedometer, it was pos¬ 
sible to observe through experiments 
the relationship between speed and 
angle of attack. The weight was trailed 
behind the board with the fishing line, 
which was tied to the back footstrap, and 
the angle it made with the centerline was 
observed via the protractor markings on 
the tail. As the point of sail was changed, 
the velocity and angle changed accord¬ 
ingly as shown in Figure 2. 

Using Figure 2 and the lift equation, it 
was possible to calculate the lift on the 
fin. Oddly enough, it was found that the 
lift was greatest on a beam reach, and 
not on a close reach or point as would be 
expected. The reason for this is that on 
higher points of sail, the velocity (board 
speed) decreases because the driving 
force on the sail is not as great (that’s 
because you are sheeted in harder). 
This decrease in velocity causes the 
board’s wetted area to increase to main¬ 
tain planing (there is more board in the 
water). The added wetted area (includ¬ 
ing rail line) creates additional lift similar 
to that on the fin. In other words, the lift 
force on the board can account for as 
much as 50 percent of the total lift on high 
points of sail. Off the wind, the board 
accounts for about 20 percent of the total 
lift because most of the board is out of the 
water. 

DRAG 

Drag is defined to be the force on the 
fin which acts opposite the direction of 
movement (seeFigure 2). In other words, 
it slows you down. Drag is similar to lift in 
that it is mathematically represented as 
D=Cd(1/2)pV 2 S, where Cd is the drag 
coefficient. Unlike lift, however, Cd is 
much more difficult to determine be¬ 
cause it is dependent on three different 
types of drag, namely induced drag, skin 
friction, and form drag. 

Induced drag is caused by the lift on 
the fin. Remember the high and low 
pressure sides of the fin which create lift? 
Well, the pressure difference between 
the sides causes water to flow around 
the fin tip from the high to the low pres¬ 
sure side. This waterflow creates a vor- 
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Blend Kerma’s hot concave ASA hulls with power from Neil 
Pryde sails wrapped around a Weichhart aluminum framework. 
Add wind and water and quietly smile as you blow by your 
friends who haven’t yet heard about the Kerma connection. 
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Width: 23" 
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Width: 25" 
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THE KERMA CONNECTION 

Maybe you have a pair of Kerma ski poles? Or perhaps you've sailed a 
friend's Kerma? In either case, you've witnessed a testament to QUALITY. 
As a leader in the ski industry for 30 years and one of the longest living 
names in the sailboard industry, Kerma knows that longevity comes from 
quality, innovation, and the best value to you. 

Kerma sailboards are brought to you direct by SAILBOARD WAREHOUSE 
—no middlemen, no teams, no dealer mark-ups, resulting in savings up to 
$600 on any board. What's more, you get a FREE wetsuit or another bonus 
item of your choice. Mix this with a 30% discount off Sailboard Warehouses 
already discounted prices on many accessory items and you II see that 
our perfect chemistry doesn't stop with the board. CALL 


Call Toll Free For Free 60 -Page 

























tex (turbulence pattern) which affects the 
way water flows over the rest of the fin, 
thereby creating drag. (See Figure 3a.) 
As you would expect, when lift increases, 
either as a result of a greater angle of 
attack (pointing higher into the wind) or 
increased velocity (going faster), the 
pressure difference between the oppo¬ 
site sides of the fin increases, which in 
turn produces a larger tip vortex and in¬ 
creases induced drag. 

But. although induced drag is directly 
proportional to lift, it is also influenced by 
the planform (outline shape) and twisting 
characteristics of the fin. A high aspect 
fin (a long, thin one) will create a weaker 
vortex than a low aspect fin because its 
tip is smaller (Figure 3b). Also, any hori¬ 
zontal or near horizontal edges, such as 
in cutouts and highly raked and curved 
edges, increase induced drag because 
they allow vorticular flow. That means 
long, narrow fins with an elliptical shape 
have less induced drag than short, raked- 
back fins with cutaway sections. 

Fin twist works like this: if the tip sec¬ 
tion of the fin is left thin enough to flex, it 
will twist off under the pressure of sailing 
in a way that reduces the angle of attack, 
thereby decreasing induced drag be¬ 
cause the pressure gradient at the tip is 
not as great (remember, induced drag is 
proportional to lift, which in turn is propor¬ 
tional to angle of attack). 

The second type of drag-skin friction 
drag-is caused by the boundary layer 
surrounding the fin. The boundary layer- 
-are you ready for this-is the region where 
the water’s velocity varies from zero at the 
fin's surface to the fin’s velocity a finite 
distance away. This velocity gradient in 
the boundary layer causes shear 
stresses which resist the motion of the fin 
and hence create drag. 

To put that simply, remember that 
some amount of water will naturally ad¬ 
here to the fin. (Pour a glass of water over 
a fin sometime and you can see this for 
yourself. Little drops will stick, or adhere, 
to the fin’s surface for awhile, no matter 
how smooth that surface is.) The water 
that adheres to the fin gets swept along 
with the fin, while the water farther away 
from the fin doesn’t (we're talking very 
small distances here, but it does make a 
difference). In between the areas where 
the water is moving at the same speed as 
the fin and the area where the water isn't 
moving, there is an area where the water 
is moving at some in-between speed, 
influenced by the fin, but not completely 
adhering to it. This area is known as the 
boundary layer. 

The boundary layer can consist of two 
different types of flow: laminar and turbu¬ 
lent. To understand laminar flow, think of 
two parallel sheets of water flowing over 
one another in the same direction. Turbu¬ 
lent flow, on the other hand, consists of 
random eddies (the water is flowing in all 
directions: up, down, and across), and it 
produces about four times as much drag 

110 


as laminar flow. 

On a fin, both types of boundary layers 
are usually present. The flow starts out as 
laminar on the front, and then at some 
point (usually behind the point of maxi¬ 
mum thickness), it becomes turbulent. 
This is because the adverse pressure 
gradient behind the maximum thickness 
causes the flow to be unstable. For this 
reason, the foil shape and thickness of 
fins play a significant part in skin friction 




Figure 3b. High aspect fins produce smaller 
vortex areas than low aspect fins. 



drag. Fins with their maximum thickness 
farther aft will maintain laminar flow longer 
and hence reduce skin friction drag 
(Figure 4). Similarly, thinner foils will 
reduce the adverse pressure gradient 
behind the maximum thickness and re¬ 
duce skin friction drag 

But while they do create less skin 
drag, fins with maximum thickness near 
the rear are more prone to stalling out. 
That means that a fin with the thickness 
forward would be better for triangle rac¬ 
ing or any type of sailing where upwind 
ability was needed, even though it pro¬ 
duces more skin friction drag. And fins 
with the maximum thickness farther back 
would be a better choice for a speed 
board or a downwind slalom board, 
where upwind ability is not needed, and 
the reduced drag makes for better 
speed. 

The fin’s finish also influences the 
boundary layer and skin friction. A rough 
finish will cause the flow to become turbu¬ 
lent sooner than a smooth finish, and one 
would therefore think that the best way to 
make a fin fast would be by making the 
finish as smooth as possible. 

This isn’t always the case, however. 
Some finishes create what is known as a 
laminar sub-layer of water, which forms a 
perfectly smooth layer, just like a millpond 
with no wind or ripples. These finishes 
encourage water to stick to the fin so that 
there is a water-water boundary instead 
of a fiberglass-water boundary. Products 
such as Speed Skin are designed to do 
this, and you can also produce such a 
finish yourself by sanding your fin with 
400 grit sandpaper. The result will be a 
rougher finish than when you started, but 
water will now stick to the fin, creating a 
smoother finish than possible in any fin¬ 
ishing process. 

The third type of drag-form drag-is 
caused by the turbulence left in the 
immediate wake of the fin. A good way to 
see how form drag is different from skin 
friction would be to stick your hand out the 
window of your car while driving on the 
highway. If your hand is horizontal, you 
are feeling primarily skin friction, with only 
a small amount of form drag. If you 
extend your hand vertically, you feel a lot 
more drag, and it is mostly form drag. 

Form drag is essentially controlled by 
the thickness of the fin. A thicker fin will 
have greater form drag than a smaller fin 
because the wake will be larger. 

STALL 

Stalling occurs when the adverse pres¬ 
sure gradient on the rear section of the foil 
is high enough to cause separation. 
Separation means the flow is no longer 
attached to the lifting side of the fin, and 
this results in a radical loss of lift. 

To understand this, keep in mind that 
the fin is constantly redirecting the 
water’s path. It uses the force of the 
board's forward motion to overcome the 
water's inertia. But as the angle of attack 
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Long recognized as the world leading producer of 
aluminum windsurf accessories, Weichhart manufactures 
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increases, the amount of redirecting that 
must be done becomes greater, and, at 
some point, too much for the fin to handle. 

The angle at which this occurs is called 
stall angle, and it happens at angles of 
attack ranging from eight to 14 degrees, 
depending on the foil shape and thick¬ 
ness. Generally, thicker foils with their 
maximum thickness located forward (25 
to 30 percent) have the highest stall 
angles. 


provides lift (that’s on the “lifting" side of 
the fin, remember?) acts as a vacuum 
and sucks the air down the length of the 
fin. The end result is separation and then 
spin-out. 

The current methods of preventing 
ventilation have been aimed at reducing 
the negative pressure on the lifting side of 
the fin. Cutouts let the fin twist off, thereby 
reducing its angle of attack and the nega¬ 
tive pressure. Forefins, split fins, bumps, 


sure. Unfortunately, it also creates more 
drag because of the increase in vorticular 
flow, and reduces lift But in situations 
where ventilation is a real problem, the 
trade-off is worth it. 

EFFICIENCY 

The efficiency of a fin is determined by 
the lift-to-drag ratio, and it provides a 
means of evaluating how fast a fin will 
perform on different points of sail. As you 



VENTILATION 

Ventilation is similar to stalling in that the 
fin experiences a radical loss of lift 
caused by separation. However, the 
cause of the separation is different than in 
stalling. As the board travels through 
chop and surface irregularities, air pock¬ 
ets and bubbles are created at the point 
of entry (where the board touches the 
water), and they flow along the contours 
of the board to the releasing edges (in 
some cases the whole board is out of the 
water, simulating one big air pocket). As 
the fin travels through or near these air 
pockets, the negative pressure which 
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Figure 4. Fins with 
maximum thickness 
forward produce 
more turbulence 
than fins with 
maximum thickness 
aft. 

Figure 5.Forefins 
produce a vorticular 
flow which moves 
up over the main 
fin, thereby 
reducing cavitation. 


Figure 6. Efficiency curves of thin and thick foiled 
fins. 

and vented fins create a vortex which 
provides upwards flow at the base of the 
fin (Figure 5). This slows the water at the 
base and pushes it against the board, 
thereby creating a region of higher pres- 



may remember from the formulas, a fin of 
any given shape will experience a con¬ 
stant increase in lift as the speed in¬ 
creases, while the increase in drag forces 
varies depending on several factors. This 
means that different fin shapes will reach 
their most efficient point at different 
speeds and different angles of attack. 

Figure 6 shows the efficiency curves of 
a thin-foiled speed fin and a thick-foiled 
slalom fin. As expected (according to our 
theory) the thin-foiled fin is more efficient 
at very low angles of attack and this 
means it will be faster off the wind. As the 
angle of attack increases, the flow around 
the thin foil can no longer redirect itself 
smoothly around the leading edge, and it 
becomes turbulent. At this point, the 
efficiency of the thicker foil becomes 
greater, meaning that it will work better on 
points of sail higher than a beam reach. 
The stall angle of the thin foil is also much 
less than that of the thick foil, indicating 
that the thick foil will go to windward 
better. 

AN EXAMPLE 

After all this theory, we need a quick sail 
to relax. Let's head down to the beach, 
where Joe Boardhead is rigging up. Joe 
just put a new 11-inch-deep slalom fin on 
his slalom board. He has decided to try it 
out on all points of sail by sailing a flat¬ 
tened triangular course which he set us¬ 
ing milk jugs. It’s blowing pretty good 
(about 18 knots), and Joe is plenty pow¬ 
ered up on his 5.8 m 2 cambered race sail. 

He starts at the bottom corner mark of 
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Sailing through an on-the-water (In test. 


After all this theory, we need a quick sail 
to relax. Let’s head down to the beach, 
where Joe Boardhead is rigging up. Joe 
just put a new 11-inch-deep slalom fin on 
his slalom board. He has decided to try it 
out on all points of sail by sailing a flat¬ 
tened triangular course which he set us¬ 
ing milk jugs. It's blowing pretty good 
(about 18 knots), and Joe is plenty pow¬ 
ered up on his 5.8 m 2 cambered race sail. 
He starts at the bottom corner mark of 
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• MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

• FREE 60-PAGE COLOR 
CATALOG 

• FREE WETSUIT WITH MOST 
BOARDS.. .EARLY BIRD 
ACT NOW BONUS 

• SAVE AN ADD’L 20, 30 or 40% 
OFF MANY OF OUR ALREADY 
DISCOUNTED ACCESSORY 
ITEMS WHEN YOU BUY 

A BOARD 

• SAVE AN ADD’L 50% OFF 
OUR ALREADY DISCOUNTED 
MASTS AND BOOMS WHEN 
YOU BUY YOUR NEXT SAIL 

• NO SALES TAX (most states) 

• SAME DAY SHIPPING 
AVAILABLE 48-Hour Shipping 
Guaranteed 

• SECOND DAY AIR AVAILABLE 

• FREE FREIGHT WITH TWO OR 
MORE BOARDS 


Some items available only from our 
5,000 sq. ft. outlet store in St. Paul. 

TOLL FREE 
ORDER LINE 
1-800-992-7245 
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300 E. South Owasso Blvd. • St. Paul, MN 55117 
Telephone (612) 482-9995 Beider Service No. »i 


PHONE OR WRITE FOR FREE 60 PAGE COLOR CATALOG 

Special Section On All The Latest In Product Design 
And Construction. (Sent Within 24 Hours Via ^ 

First Class Mail.) \ 
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Andre Lefebvre - France’s Pioneer Sail Designer, 1978 
designed the first Power Head, 1980 designed Cobra 
sailboards line of sails. While working for Gaastra, 
Robby Naish won the World Cup with Lefebvre de¬ 
signed sails. In 1986 his design set the 100 meter 
world record in the Alpha Speed Week in California. 
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WAVE SAILS 

SIZE BOOM/MASTcm F.O.B. PRICE 


130/465 US$224.00 

140/465 US$236.00 

160/465 US$247.00 

180/465 US $255.00 


POWER LEEC 


Power Leech- Revolutionary Leech Syst 
wide range of wind condil* 


sail to handle wide range o< 

- eWm< 
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6.5M 

7.5M 


5.5M 

6.5M 

7.5 M 

:D SLALOM 

150/465 

170/485 

200/495 

US$322.00 

US $348.00 
US$375.00 

200/485 US$304.00 


220/495 US$341.00 


JUMBO SAIL 

Use Special lite 

8.4M 

170/590 

US $340.0( 

9.2M 

200/590 

US $360 CX 

10.0M 

230/590 

US $375.0< 


Above sails are full mylar material with sail bag, special plastic vario top and tap< 
guarantee; One year against defect and workmanship. 



Cl A I DM Mylar sail with front luff panel 
olmluivi d ^ cron wjth sajfbagt spedaipk 

vario top and tapered batten s< 


4.5M 

165/435 

US$184.00 

5.0M 

175/455 

US$190.00 

5.7M 

190/475 

US $196.00 

6.4M 

200/490 

US$210.00 

7.0M 

220/500 

US$222.00 

8.0M 

230/510 

US $240.00 

9.0M 

245/525 

US $260.00 



FUN LINE Dacron Sail with reinfo 
r mylar, supplied with sa 


4.6M 

5.2M 

6.0M 


180/465 US$120.00 

190/465 US$125.00 

205/465 US$130.00 


^Wind&uxfinc) of ^Poit (C 

3961 Ridgewood Ave. Port Orange, FL 32019 


Shipping & Handling charge $3.50 throughout mainland USA. Ir 
tax. We accecpt check , money order, Visa, Masterca 


Reader Service 192 



Located off Hwy. Ill & Overture Rd. 

Palm Springs. CA 

•Call for details (619) 320-8625 


Circle Reader Service No 85 
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the triangle and begins close reaching to 
the top of the triangle. Since his sail is fully 
sheeted in, the driving force is not very 
large relative to the sideways force The 
low driving force results in a relatively 
slow equilibrium velocity of about 15 
mph, and the strong sideways force 
causes the leeway angle to be a relatively 
high five degrees. The large angle 
causes the negative pressures on the fin 
to be quite strong and, as Joe finds out 
with a splash, prone to spin-out. Addi¬ 
tionally, the high angle causes induced 
drag to be at a maximum 
After Joe waterstarts from his spin-out 
wipe-out he realizes that he is not going to 
make the mark on his present course. He 
points the board even higher, thereby 
decreasing his drive force even more and 
increasing his sideways force. His result¬ 
ing equilibrium is attained when he is 
going 12 mph at an angle of seven de¬ 
grees. At this point, he must lean forward 
and on the rig to maintain planing, and to 
increase the wetted rail of the board to 
help him to windward (the wetted rail 
contributes as much as 50 percent of the 
total hydrodynamic lift force on this point 
of sail). Just when he thinks he’s made it 
around the mark, his fin stalls. Joe has 
pushed the angle of attack to the limit and 
has paid the price with another wipe-out. 
Another waterstart, and Joe is flying off 
the wind on a broad reach. The drive 
force is now the greatest it can be and the 
sideways force is minimized. He reaches 
equilibrium at a fast speed of 27 mph and 
a leeway angle of less than one degree. 
At this angle, the fin feels mostly skin 
friction drag and form drag as induced 
drag is minimized. Additionally, at 27 
mph less than the last two feet of the 
board are in the water, and the lift due to 
the board only accounts for about 20 
percent of the total hydrodynamic lift (with 
that much board out of the water, Joe may 
notice some ventilation). 

Joe finally makes a clean jibe around the 
third mark, and he begins to sail on a 
beam reach back to where he started. On 
this point of sail, his equilibrium state and 
performance characteristics are about 
midway between those on the close and 
broad reaches. 

Back on the beach, Joe will describe his 
fin’s performance as either “radical, 
dude” or "a real bummer” depending on 
his own impressions and comparisons 
with other fins he has used. Knowing what 
we now know about fin characteristics as 
they relate to lift and drag, we can be 
somewhat more analytical about fins than 
Joe is, and can see how shape, speed, 
and point of sail all determine fin perform¬ 
ance. Now if we could only figure out how 
to create a fin that would prevent 
wipe-outs... • 


Pat LeMehaute has a background in 
engineering and has been sailing for the 
past eight years. He has been sailing as a 
professional for the last three years. 
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Regripping Your Booms 
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by Tom James 

H aving ugly or uncomfortable 
booms is one thing, but selling 
or sailing them is quite another. 
Therefore, any avid, perform¬ 
ance-oriented sailor who likes to 
turn over his old equipment needs good- 
looking, well-functioning booms. Sure, 
maybe you don’t get to go around brag¬ 
ging about getting sucked over the reef 
(“and I’ve got the shredded booms to 
prove it”), but a properly-gripped boom 
will make sailing easier. 

You must realize that there are only 
two reasons for regripping. The first, and 
most important, is if your pair lacks suffi¬ 
cient grip, causing your sailing to suffer. 
The second is to improve the value of the 
booms for selling. Changing the color of 
your booms is not an appropriate reason 
to go through this ordeal. A few years 
ago, there used to be a third reason; to 
replace the heavy grip that came with 
stock booms, but now, most companies 
put out a decent grip themselves. 


Don’t let anyone fool you, this is no fun 
job-it’s done for practical reasons. The 
first step is the worst: stripping off the old 
grip. Unfortunately, there is no great way 
to do this. If you are lucky, the grip on your 
booms will have been put on poorly, us¬ 
ing only a strip of glue. If this is the case, 
all you have to do is get hold of an edge 
of one of the grips that’s peeling, and tear 
away. The small glue strip remaining can 
easily be sanded away with a 100 grit. In 
a matter of minutes, the boom will come 
out looking as smooth and shiny as Telly 
Savalas’ head in a Coppertone ad. 
However, most booms will not “molt" with 
such ease, and it will take every tool in the 
box to get them clean. 

Start with knives and razors, taking 
out big chunks of grip with no regard to 
thoroughness. When the major bulk of 
the grip is gone, it is time to work up a 
sweat. Using the lowest, grittiest sandpa¬ 
per you can find, sand the booms vigor¬ 
ously until you find the sandpaper scrap¬ 


ing metal At this point, it is time to drop 
down (up) to a higher-grit sandpaper, 
something in the 150 range Sand off all 
remaining color (grip) until all sporadic 
patches of glue and grip are gone. 

Another method which eliminates all 
of the sanding is to get hold of the hard- 
to-find solvent Toluene. Rubbing a Tolu¬ 
ene- soaked rag over the remaining grip 
will dissolve all your problems away-and 
I don’t mean just with the booms. Toluene 
is a serious inhalant and produces a 
pretty good buzz, not to mention the loss 
of a few brain cells. However, if you plan 
to have children, then you'd better resort 
back to sanding. 

Once the booms are free of remnants 
of the old grip, take a second to notice 
how light they are. Surprisingly, grip 
adds quite a bit of weight to your booms, 
and it is the ultimate goal to keep them 
light. I have experimented with a spray- 
on grip, and while it keeps them nice and 
light-and better yet, thin-the grip wears 
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off quickiy and is very abrasive on the 
hands. The best alternative is to buy one 
of the light, durable, after-market grips 
available on the market, and carefully 
apply it to your naked boom. 

First it is necessary to prepare the grip 
for easy and permanent application. 
Using a single-edged razor blade, cut a 
45-degree angle along the length of one 
of the edges of each piece of grip. Try to 
keep this line as straight as possible. 
Next, measure how much length of the 
boom the grip strip will cover, and THOR¬ 
OUGHLY, yet thinly, coat this length of the 
boom with contact cement. It is important 
to use the best contact cement that is 
available-he rubber cement from kinder¬ 
garten doesn’t do the trick. Now quickly, 
yet thoroughly, coat the opposite side of 
the grip to what you cut the angle on, and 
be sure to coat the angle of the other side, 
too. Give the stuff about 10 minutes to get 
tacky, then let the gripping begin. 

Start with the angled edge, and firmly 
tack about a half-inch width of it down 
along the whole length of the booms, 
angle side up. Then, being careful not to 
let any air bubbles get trapped under the 


The best alternative is to 
buy one of the light, du¬ 
rable, after-market grips 
available on the market, 
and carefully apply it to 
your naked boom. 


grip, stretch and roll the grip about an¬ 
other inch around, down the whole length 
of the boom. Continue this process until 
the wrap meets the beveled edge of grip. 
At this point, use your thumb to tack the 
grip down along the seam as firmly as 
possible. The seam is usually where, if 
anywhere, a regrip job fails, so make sure 
and tack it down hard. Then, go back and 
really smooth the grip down around the 
whole booms to make sure the cement- 
to-cement contact is tight. 

The final step in gripping is to trim the 
excess overlap. Since a boom wrap is 
wider than the diameter of the boom, 
there will be at least an inch of overlap 
depending on how tightly you stretch the 
wrap. Using a razor blade, start at the top 
of the boom, and run the blade down to 
cut off most of the excess. Simply take 
your 100-grit sandpaper to eliminate the 
rest of the seam. Be careful not to sand so 
deeply that you hit metal. Just sand down 
the seam until it is unnoticeable, and 
rough up the rest of the boom with the 
sandpaper for better grip. Good as 
new! • 
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Tortola 


A unique VACATION. 

A unique ADVENTURE. 

A unique CHALLENGE. 

We make windsurfing fun . . . and EXCITING! 


VIRGIN ISLAND CROSSINGS 


Virgin Gorda 


Jost Van Dyke ^ .( 


St. Thomas 


St. John 


Trades 


LATHROP 

ISLAND CROSSINGS 


TOLL-FREE: 1-800-222-LATH 
IN MASS: 1-617-497-7744 



SHOPS & SCHOOLS 


Effective. . . reach thousands of 
boardsailors. How? Send typed copy 
and check for SI.25 per word to: 
WINDRIDER, Shops & Schools, P.O. 
Box 2456, Winter Park, Florida 32809. 
Must receive 75 days prior to issue date. 
Late ads held for next available issue. 
Questions... (305) 628-4802.# 
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GEARING UP 



A ccusport introduces, 
new for ’88. the new 
Team Hawaii Soft Seat. 
The latest in lightweight, 
comfortable harness designs, 
the Soft Seat has foam only 
under its buckles for comfort, 
and features a foamless seat 1' 
section for the ultimate in free¬ 
dom and mobility. The Soft 
Seat comes in a variety of 
bright colors. For more infor¬ 
mation, call 800-328-0022, 
write Accusport at 4210 L.B. 
McLeod Road. Orlando, FL 
32811, or circle reader sen/ice 
number 109 


The Birth of 
Boardheads 


N ow there’s a clothing 
line made especially for 
boardsai.’ors: Board- 
heads. Created by avid 
boarasailors Paul Arntson, Julie 
Nyberg, Jeff Page, and Todd 
Arbuckle, the line offers a wide 
se'eciiOn of windsurfing 
T-shirts, sweats, and woven 
tops. The Boaraneads 1988 
spring line features ooard- 
sr.crts and printed sportswear. 
To get more information, call 
206-828-0888. or write Board- 
heads a: 1C515 NE 66th Street, 
Kirkland. WA S5033 Circle 
reader service numcer 100. 


Onward Through 
De Fog 


O akley introduces their 
newest eye protection 
equipment: Oakley 
Razor Blades. Like all Oakley 
shades, Razor Blades feature a 
pure Plutonite lens that blocks 
out 100 percent of all harmful 
UV rays. Plus, each lens is a 
perfect arc for minimum distor¬ 
tion. The virtually unbreakable 
frames and earstems are 
designed so that they can be 
molded to fit your face; the 
nosepiece will keep your 
glasses in place even when 
your nose is wet! Available in 
grey or bronze lenses, with 
black frames/black earstems, 
or combinations of white/white, 
wildberry/platinum, blue/plati¬ 
num, Retail price is $70. Write 
Oakley. 11 Marconi, Irvine, CA 
92718, or call 800-523-3941; 
in California, 800-441-0865. 
Circle roader service number 
U04. 


A re your sunglasses al¬ 
ways mist-ified? End 
that problem forever 
with Vuarnet-France’s De Fog, 
an anti-fog, anti-static cleaner 
and polisher. Developed to 
care for delicate Vuarnet 
sunglass lenses, De Fog will 
work on any glass or plastic 
surface. It comes in a stick 
that lasts up to three months 
with regular use, and its 
special cloth bag doubles as a 
cleaning cloth. DeFogis 
available at authorized Vuarnet 
specialty, optical, and depart¬ 
ment stores for about $4.95. 
For more information, circle 
reader service number 106. 


W hat better way to 

show off your favorite 
sail than with Ear 
Marcs, coiorful earrings 
inspired by windsurfing sails! 
Made of surgical steel with 
gc*d-platec findings, Ear Marcs 
are comfortable. lightweight, 
beautifully airbrushes, cne-of- 
a-k.rd jewelry Want to display 
your custom sa;i? to prcclem! 
Just specify :he rurcer of 
batters, luffs .eecr arc color 
Ear Marcs w'D create a pair just 
for you 1 Individual pairs are 
SlG eacr. with trade discounts 
and dealer options available. 
Write to Ear Mar-os at 2275 
Cciur.fcia, Eugene, OR 97403. 
Gr cali them at 503-344-6854. 
Circle reader service number 
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Mistral Snowboards 


M istral takes on the 
slopes the way it’s 
taken over the 

oceans-witn a new high-per¬ 
formance snowboard. The 
Mistral board is ouiit around a 
pre-shaped core, in the same 
manner as high-quality skis, 
and features an ABS skin, uni¬ 
directional and compound 
laminates, steel edges, and a 
polyethylene bottom. The 
snowboard’s controlled flex 
and shock absorption make it 
possible for you to jump, race, 
slip, and s'ide on the snow. 
AJso featured is Mistral's sen¬ 
sational lightning-bohnn hot 
pink! Give Mistral’s Uz 
Ankev/it z a call at 301-796* 
4755. or //rite the company at 
7222 Pa rk//ay Drive. Dorsey, 
MD 21076. Circle reader 
service number 100 




The Alloy Combine 


P resenting the latest word 
in spreader bar technol; 
ogy from Accessory Pro¬ 
ductions the Alloy Combine. 
Linking the unique characteris¬ 
tics of a friction-resistant 
stainless steel hook with a 
lightweight aluminum base, the 
Combine offers unmatched 
strength with reduced line 
chafing. In 1984 Accessory 
Productions increased the wall 
thickness of the base tubing to 
fit today’s aggressive sailing 
style. To get the lowdown, 
write Accessory Productions at 
245 Tank Farm Road. Unit K. 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401. 
call 805-543-WIND (9463). or 
circle reader service number 
103. 


Buckle Your Feetbelts! 


O ff come the footstraps 
and on go the 
Feetbelts! Windsurfing 
Hawaii announces its novel 
new patented buckle footstrap 
which adjusts instantly and is 
designed to cut dov/n on the 
high number of foot and ankle 
injuries caused by improperly 
adjusted footstraps. Feetbelts 
are adjusted by unzipping their 
Lycra cover or loosening their 
inside buckles, while on shore 
or on the water. Available at 
Windsurfing Hawaii Dealers in 
two-inch and three-and-a- 
quarter-inch widths, two 
lengths, and 12 colors. 

Contact Mainland Windsurfing 
Hawaii, PO Box 1746, Goleta, 
CA 93116 for more informa¬ 
tion. or call 805-683-6333. 
Circle reader service number 
108 
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A Bike Tote 
Built for Boards 


E ver have the urge to bi¬ 
cycle down to the water, 
your sailboard in tow? 
Well, dream no more! Ultratote 
has a sailboard carrier for your 
bike. Made of high-grade 
polished stainless steel, with 
high-impact plastic hubs. 
Ultratote weighs only 15 
pounds and easily adjusts to 
your bike. For custom boards, 
a bike seat post adapter allows 
the tote to be connected by the 
mast to the seat post. Prices 
start at about $164.95. Write 
Ultratote. PO Box 974. Surrv- 
merland. CA 93057, or call 
805-969-9392 for more infor¬ 
mation. Circle reader service 
number 102. 


Zippity Do-Dah 


I ntroducing Zip Care from 
McNett Corporation, 
specialists in the repair and 
maintenance of water sports 
products. Zip Care is made 
especially to clean, lubricate, 
and maintain wetsuit and 
drysuit zippers. Its unique 
formula cleans zippers and 
removes salt, sand, and 
residue, and is biodegradable. 
After an initial cleaning and 
lubrication, it washes away, 
leaving a tnin protective layer. 
Zip Care is available in two- 
fluid-ounce Dotties from McNetz 
Coroo r ation, PO Box 996. 
Bellingham. WA 93227.205- 
671-2227. Write or cal! them 
for more information, or circie 
reader service number 107. 





























THE RACE 



by Eric Sanford 

he names are real. Only the 
event has been changed to 
protect the innocent And the 
environment. 

The Baja International 
Boardsailing Championship was a fine 
event. Only the name was too long. We 
just called it the “race." January ’88 was 
the second time this race was held. I 
missed the first one, but my friends told 
me it was fun, and what the heck, I 
needed to get out of the snow. Besides, 
all my friends, my dog, and a bunch of 
people I didn’t even know were already 
down there. 

There weren’t many racers this year, 
and even fewer pros. But that was fine 
with me and fine with all the racers that 
were there-we know how much fun we 
had. The wind was acceptable, if not 
overwhelming, and almost everybody 
welcomed the no-wind days when they 
did come. The Mistral/Baja High Wind 
Center, which hosted the event, and the 
Baja Surf Club, which put on a great party, 
both showed great hospitality with just the 
right amount of “man-yah-na" to keep the 
whole event fun. With meals, accommo¬ 
dations, boards, and rigs all right on the 
beach, we could concentrate on the 
important things in life: eating, sleeping 
and sailing. 

Best of all, the High Wind Center 
provided Seatrend and Mistral boards for 
all production class racers to use as part 
of their race package. With sails already 
rigged and waiting on the beach, there 
was lots of time for practice rather than 
frantic rigging sessions when the wind 
changed. 

Day One saw pro slalom racing, and 
with 5.5 wind, bright sunshine, and a 
great slalom course set right in front of the 
hotels, everything went like clockwork. 
The top pros fought it out hard, and after 


five heats Paul Coutts was in first, fol¬ 
lowed closely by Nevin Sayre, Dave 
Deisinger, and Bard Chrisman. 

There were only three pro women but 
that didn’t lessen the competition any. 
Rhonda Smith-Sanchez was clearly the 
class of the field, winning all five heats, 
but first-timfe pro Ellen Tschritter was 
close on her heels. In between the pro 
heats, the amateurs got to practice, 
which meant there was no time wasted 
waiting to sail. 

Day Two: Coutts, from Scotland, 
looked out at the water in the morning and 
exclaimed, "Look! White horses!" 

Everyone strained to view the drown¬ 
ing steeds. Finally, Smith-Sanchez broke 
the silence, like the child in the old story 
who discovered the emperor had no 
clothes. 

"What horses?" 

Coutts pointed to the white caps on 
the horizon as the wind slowly made its 
way across the Sea of Cortez. 

The wind picked up steadily. Six 
more pro heats. It seemed as though the 
racing never stopped. Pros certainly got 
their money’s worth but the amateurs 
were anxious to get racing. Nevin Sayre 
pulled out all the stops and won four of the 
six heats, moving into first place over 
Coutts by a hair. Ellen Tschritter finally 
beat Smith-Sanchez in one heat. 

Day Three: Montezuma arrived along 
with his revenge. Both Coutts and Sayre 
were sick. Big time sick. Sayre looked 
like a walking zombie and Coutts could 
hardly stand up-never mind sail. They 
both prayed for no wind but it blew harder 
than ever. 

Course racing went on, with each 
heat consisting of two laps with a half-mile 
upwind leg in the middle, then a frantic 
ride through the slalom course. On big 
boards. But take note: all the pros had 




light, fast, custom race boards painted to 
look exactly like the production models. 
That is, all the pros but Coutts, who sailed 
a stock Fanatic, fresh out of the wrapper. 
I had thought that everyone would be 
racing stock boards, a really fair chal¬ 
lenge for the racers and a great test to 
see which company's production 
boards are fastest, but this was not to be. 

It really didn’t matter. Coutts was so 
sick he had to take the afternoon off while 
Sayre bravely hung on to win three of the 
five heats Dave Deisinger took the other 
two and came in second on the others. 
Deisinger moved into second place 
overall behind Sayre. Coutts was now 
third, followed closely by Bard Chris¬ 
man. 

The Smith-Sanchez and Tschritter 
Show continued, with pro Kern Dilidio 
running the course racing on her slalom 
board "iron-woman" style. The big ex¬ 
citement of the day came when one of 
the amateur racers got hit. Not by a 
board. Not by a mast, not even by a car. 
By a fish. A 10-pound needle fish 
jumped clean out of the ocean and drove 
its razor-sharp bill right into the sailor's 
calf. Yeowchh!! The fish stuck there for 
moment, flipped its tail, and dove back 
into the sea. Talk about a crowded 
sailing area! 

Day Four: The wind was dropping 
and the victims of the "tourista flu" were 
recovering. Deisinger continued to 
scorch, easily winning two of the three 
pro course races. The amateurs got to 
race, too, right alongside the pros, which 
is kind of neat. Someday I'll be telling my 
grandson, "Well, little Johnny, let me tell 
you about the time I raced against Nevin 
Sayre..." 

The women's amateur races were 
superb, with Cat Betts, Rana Kennedy, 
and Christy Anderlik all sailing well and 
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trading leads constantly. Like Coutts, 
Kennedy and Betts were sailing produc¬ 
tion boards and showing just how fast 
they were against the custom models. 
And, as if to prove the point, Jeff Johnson, 
also on a stock Fanatic, was shredding 
the amateur men's field. 

Mistral President Eric Skemp held 
onto first place in the Masters course 
racing but could only manage fourth in 
the slalom, which was won by John Bet- 
tine. 

Day Five: The wind finally died and 
stayed dead for a couple of days. Not to 
worry, proclaimed event director Jay 
Valentine: it always does this and will be 
back in two days-"mark my words.” Race 
director Rus Emerick did just that, taking 
advantage of the down time to put the 
finishing touches on his latest race idea: 
the “Winduro.” 

The Winduro would be a multi-lap 
event on a slalom course, much like a 
bicycling criterium race. The racers 
would use slalom boards and complete 
five to 10 laps around the course, making 
a quick two-tack dash back to the start for 


each lap. There would be prizes for the 
overall winner as well as for certain laps. 

Sounded like real fun to me Unfortu¬ 
nately, many of the racers didn't see it that 
way since it hadn’t been announced at 
the beginning of the race and they quickly 
punched holes in the format idea, which 
was not totally bullet-proof since it had 
just been invented that morning. Emerick 
backed down, but not out, and will work 
out all the glitches and hopefully run a 
Winduro event in the near future. 

The wind came back strong enough 
to allow for several more amateur races, 
but not strong enough to run the final 
event-the long distance race-so the final 
results were based just on the slalom and 
course racing. Sayre cleanly won the 
event with Deisinger second and Coutts 
just one point behind him. Coutts just 
shook his head. “Do you realize that 
that’s just one place in one race out of 26? 
Talk about close!" 

Smith-Sanchez claimed the women's 
pro purse while Jeff Johnson swept the 
amateur men's overall and production 
classes. Rana Kennedy just squeaked 


They just called it the “race"; but it was more 
than just a good time. Everyone sampled enough 
wind and tun to whet their appetites; they'll all 
be back next year. 

by Cat Betts for the women's amateur 
title, but this was as much a scoring 
decision as anything else. She came in 
second to Betts in the course racing and 
second to Anderlik in the slalom. Only the 
fact that the slalom counted more that the 
course racing (60 percent versus 40 
percent) gave her the victory. But she 
sailed really well and certainly deserved 
it. 

The pros took home $5,000 and Jack 
O'Neill, owner of O'Neill Wetsuits, is con¬ 
sidering putting up more prize money in 
the future (he spent the no-wind days 
surfing on the Pacific side of Baja). The 
parties were great and everyone had fun. 
Best of all, with the small field, everyone 
got lots of racing in. That, by the way, is 
what it's all about. • 


Eric Sanford is a freelance writer and sailor 
who lives in Hood River, Oregon. 
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Competitors head out through the sometimes mushy surf along the Atlantic Coast. 


Anders Bringdal Conquers 
Atlantic Cup 

Call it challenging, frustrating, or 
both; the forever-changing conditions at 
the ninth Michelob Atlantic Cup made for 
a competitive test of ad-lib windsurfing 
skills. Wind and waves ranged from one 
extreme to another throughout the seven- 
day event, held December 27, 1987, 
through January 2,1988, at the Hilton Inn 
on Singer Island, Riviera Beach, Florida. 

Lengths ahead of the pack, Anders 
Bringdal was in a class by himself 
throughout the pro men's slalom compe¬ 
tition. Lighter winds were not necessarily 
his forte, but, having capitalized on 
surges of powerful gusts, the Swedish 
champion catapulted himself into first 
place overall. The smiling, blonde 
Bringdal took home the top pro prize 
money from a purse of $6,000. 

During an exciting long-distance 
race, Alex Aguera had his chance to 
come from behind. As he and Bringdal 
raced toward the finish, sails side by side, 
it was anyone’s guess as to who would be 
first to cross the mark. 

Nearing the end of the tough, 10-mile, 
surf-pounding coastal run, Bringdal be¬ 
came somewhat disoriented and began 
to hesitate at the crucial moment. Where 
is the finish mark? 

Meanwhile, Aguera, more experi¬ 


enced with the Florida coastline, blasted 
past to claim first place in the long-dis¬ 
tance and second to Bringdal for the 
overall. 

Connecticut’s Randy Ames earned 
third overall after taking second in the 
slalom and third, behind Aguera and 
Bringdal, in the long-distance. 

Isabelle Eubank of France was the 
dominating woman pro, winning both the 
slalom and long-distance events. Bat¬ 
tling it out for second was Janet Lenaburg 
of Hood River, Oregon, and Carol-Ann 
Alie from Canada. A closed tie-breaker, 


however, ended up going to Lenaburg, 
who had slightly better slalom results. 

Married to Isabelle Eubank and help¬ 
ing to make a strong husband-wife show¬ 
ing, was Chris Eubank, performing well 
enough in each discipline to capture first 
place in the amateur men’s division. 

Other amateur winners included Eric 
Lang in juniors’ competition, Donald 
Bowers, first place masters, Greg 
Stenger, number one finisher for senior 
men, and Susan Harris, first place in 
amateur women. 

Doug Hunt from Maui, founder and 
coordinator of the Michelob Atlantic 
Cup, was generally pleased with this 
year’s event. "The contest went through 
some radical, 360-degree wind 
changes," said Hunt, "but that’s typical 
of Florida weather, especially during the 
winter. Unlike Hawaii’s steady trades, 
Florida has very weather-oriented wind. 
After two days of warm weather, a mas¬ 
sive cold front pushed across the nation 
to bring us our wind minimum and then 
some." 

Hunt is already planning ahead for 
next year's 10th Annual Atlantic Cup, set 
for December 26 through January 1. 
"Our contest gets better each year 
thanks to our sponsors, who have sup¬ 
ported it over the years: Michelob, Da 
Kine, Neil Pryde, O’Brien, and Fox. We 
are all looking forward to making the 10th 
Annual 1988 Michelob Atlantic Cup the 
best ever." Contributed by Tawney Hunt 
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..^®r' to Kanaha Beach 
Park & Airport ~ 

MAUI’S BEST RENTAL EQUIPMENT: Full line of Fanatic, 
Ultra Protech, Custom Boards 8'6"-9 , 6? Short and long 
Term rates available (incl. hardtacks, Hawaiian harnesses). 


years' windsurfing experience.' Our full-service Retail Shop 
offers the world’s finest .accessories and beachwear. 


Compl ete JSckaflBB^m $699 


In California, 1-800422-5443 


-Advanced - 

Including short board‘technique, beacfi 
water starts, jibes. Group tfeffir max) and<priyate-. 7 ^' 
lessons available. Maui Magic Instructional Vld^os r . 
are incorporated into all lessons.'^State^ef-tHe- 
art radio communication between ihstrqctee^ . 

’ and student . 

3 to 5 day lesson packages ; v ^ 
CjrDave and Marnie Crans design alesson package that^ . 
MHI advance you as fast as possible. v 

m Call or Write for Free Brochure 
W On Rental Equipment & Lessons 
. 800 - 872-0999 « 

52Q Keolani Platft^AirporVFlpad), 
Kahului, Maui, HI 96732 • 808-877-4816 


windsurfing destination 
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San Luis Reservoir 

Nowadays there is a growing trend 
among sailors to try to go fast. Speed is 
the name of the game for this breed of 
windrider. With a craving for speed 
comes the eternal search for high-wind, 
flat-water sailing spots One such place 
is the San Luis Reservoir. 

Resting on the eastern side of the 
Diablo Mountain Range. San Luis sits 
downwind of the lowest gap in the range, 
known as Pacheco Pass. Here cold 
ocean air and fog do battle with hot 
Central Valley air, creating some of the 
strongest winds around. Only a short 45- 
minute drive southeast from San Jose 
and an hour’s drive east of Santa Cruz, 
San Luis offers easy access from almost 
all populated San Francisco Bay Area 
locations. 

The Reservoir is split into two bodies 
of water separated by a large earthen 
dam. The upper lake is the largest and 
least sailed due to its 30-knot wind clo¬ 
sure. Although this may change in the 
coming year, current state plans are to 
open the lake for use, allowing sailors to 
take advantage of its great choppy con¬ 
ditions. Nothing is definite thus far. 

The second part of the reservoir lies 
below the huge earthen dam which holds 
back the waters of the main reservoir. 
Water is fed directly into the lower lake, 
creating cooler water temperatures, a 
welcome relief from summer's sweltering 



An overview of the flat-water sailing spot at San Luis Reservoir. 


heat. At times, temperatures reach 100 
degrees plus. 

On the northernmost exposed part of 
the lower lake sits the O’Neill Forebay. 
This is the main sailing area and offers the 
best conditions. First sailed only a few 
years ago, the Forebay was originally 
frequented by Santa Cruz windsurfers 


seeking to escape the glassy conditions 
of their fog-shrouded summer days. Now 
sailors from all over Northern California 
come here to test themselves and their 
equipment in the quest for speed. 

Wind season at San Luis usually 
spans the period from mid-to-late spring 
to late summer, when the fog dissipates. 



BUY A SEATREND TODAY... 

OR YOU MIGHT BE FISHIN’ TOMORROW 


1987 Retailer of the Year 'ABIA' 

New England J 
Sailboard Co.T 

P.O. Box 233W • Jamaica. VT 05343 
802 / 874-4178 Rt. 4 East • Rutland. VT 

May 151s “On Water Demo Day" 


Year after year Seatrends are on the water beating custom boards along with 
winning rave reviews and top honors in WINDRIDER MAGAZINE’s Board 
Testing. For 1988 New England Sailboard has the new 9’3, 9’7, 9’10 and 
8’ 10. They are so fast and easy to sail that sailor demand will exceed the supply. 
It’s hard to improve upon a classic shape, and the 9’ 1 and 9’5 are back better 
than ever, sporting new graphics that will make custom boards look boring. 
Call now for your new Seatrend today, because if you don’t, you might be 
llshin’ tomorrow! 

Call or write us today for our free 
r _ full-color Seatrend catalog 
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The O’Neill Forebay possesses the es¬ 
sential ingredients to make the San Luis 
Reservoir the next major high-wind 
speed zone in Northern California. It’s not 
uncommon here to find 35-knot plus 
winds, accompanied by minimal wind 
chop, creating ideal flat- water sailing 
The Forebay is an excellent place for 
beginner-to-intermediate sailors to be¬ 
come comfortable with higher wind con¬ 
ditions due to the relatively smooth water 
texture during windier days. The wind in 
peak season can be fairly predictable. 
The closer the fog moves inland toward 
the Central Valley, the better the chances 
of scoring wind are here. Many Bay Area 
sailors head to San Luis when the Bay 
becomes socked in with fog. 

San Luis Reservoir is slowly becom¬ 
ing known to wavesailors outside 
California’s borders. Out-of-state 
boardsailors who are unfamiliar with local 
conditions can call a couple of numbers 
for information. For wind conditions at 
many Bay Area spots, including the San 
Luis Reservoir, the number is (408) 976- 
GALE, (there is a $1 charge). The second 
number, (209) 826-9019, is a direct line to 
the wind machine at the Forebay. 

San Luis is a state park and offers 
camping spots along the shores of the 
lower lake. However, these are some¬ 
what overly exposed to the wind, creating 
less-than-ideal camping during the wind¬ 


ier days. There is also Basalt Camp¬ 
ground, located in a sheltered valley next 
to the upper lake. Here hot showers and 
RV hook-ups are available. 

When staying in Basalt, it’s best to get 
up early in order to have a look at the lower 
lake. This entails a short hike up a grassy 
knoll overlooking both reservoirs. Many 
times the wind comes up early, blows 
hard, and shuts down by mid-morning, 
not to return until late afternoon. So the 
early bird catches the worm. It isn’t sur¬ 
prising for sailors to find no wind showing 
at their campsite, but after taking a short 
walk to check conditions, they see crank¬ 
ing wind at the Forebay. 

Sailors not staying at the camp¬ 
grounds may find reasonably priced 
hotel accommodations at Los Banos, the 
closest city to the Reservoir. Because 
Los Banos is deep in sheep grazing ter¬ 
ritory, it has a large Basque population 
and, not surprisingly, some of the best 
Basque restaurants in California. 

San Luis Reservoir offers conditions 
for sailors of every level and is a must for 
any traveling boardsailor coming through 
the San Francisco Bay Area. For those 
who are curious to find out just how fast 
they really can sail, the Third Annual 
California Boardsailors’ Speed Check is 
coming this June 11 and 12 to the San 
Luis Reservoir. Check it out. Contributed 
by Doug Acton 


IT'S HERE 

MAKES 
AN IDEAL 
GIFT 


White caps cover the reservoir during the peak wind period Irom spring to summer. 


Finally a guidebook that'sgot the 
real lowdown on what’s what in 
the Caribbean, from Aruba to 
Barbados, Cuba to The Virgin Is¬ 
lands. The Board-sailor’s 
Guide to the Caribbean is 
the one and only guidebook on 
boardsailing in the Caribbean. 
Written by Boardsailors — for 
Boardsailors. 

Check it out at your local Board¬ 
sailing shop, bookstore or ORDER 
NOW! 

Send cheque or money order for 
$18.95 U.S. or $26.95 Canadian 
to: 

CARFOOT ENTERPRISES INC. 

R.R. #2 

AURORA, ONTARIO 

CANADA 

L4G 3G8 

Ph.416-727-6950 

DEALER ENQUIRIES INVITED 
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B( )naire Beach 



One of the world’s greatest 
dive sites is also one of the 
Caribbean’s best windsurfing 
locales. The winds average 
from 15 to 30 knots year 
’round. Bonaire Beach’s newly 
certified Mistral Windsurfing 
School offers everything from a 
land simulator for beginners to 
sleek, high-performance boards 
and sails for experts. And, 
windsurfing is FREE... as is 
sunfish sailing, mini-golf, day 
and night tennis, and a games 
and activities program. 

All this, plus the largest 
white sandy beach on Bonaire, 
the Black Coral Casino, and 
fantastic snorkeling and diving. 
Complete packages including 
room, breakfast and personal 
windsurfer are available. 

Fbr information and 
reservations call I.T.R. 
toll free 800-223-9815. 

In N.Y. 212-840-6636. 
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Way Down Yonder 
in New Orleans 

When you talk about windsurfing in 
New Orleans, you talk about only one 
place to sail: “da lake." Sure, there are 
other places to go, like the Gulf Coast, or 
P-Cola. Florida, but if you're in town or 
passin' by, and the wind is right, Lake 
Pontchartrain is a great place to sail. 

Lake Pontchartrain is big, about 25 
miles long, and 30 miles wide, and the 
weather greatly affects it. The average 
depth of the lake is a shallow 12 feet, so 
Pontchartrain can get very rough at times. 
The best time of the year to sail is during 
the fall to the early summer months. Prior 
to cold fronts and developing lows, warm 
moist air will flow in upon the lake from the 
southeast. Then, after the frontal pas¬ 
sage, the northerlies blast in and swell the 
lake to rolling oblivion. The menacing, 
wind-driven chop creates the most ad¬ 
verse and electrifying of conditions. 

The focal point of sailing on Lake 
Pontchartrain is the boat launch, part of 
an expanding West End Park beautifica¬ 
tion project to entice tourists to the water’s 
edge. The boat launch is truly the “land of 
the free and the home of the brave." 
Because of its protruding jetties of splat¬ 
tered concrete and re-bar, the launch has 
to be approached with caution and it's 
extremely rough on equipment. So why 
here? Well, for one thing, with 25 miles of 
open water to the north, the winds stack 
up four-to-six-foot rollers that spit you up 
to Never-Never Land. Also, a short trip 
downwind on a nor'wester will land you at 


the famous “Buckipa State Sandbar." 
This sandbar has a left break that wreaks 
havoc on northerners. The locals have 
dubbed the area “little Maui.” 

Farther up Lakeshore Drive is Shelter 
No. 2, where windsurf ing was born in New 
Orleans. The underwater debris and 
barnacles can be hazardous to your feet, 
so wear booties. Some diligent souls 
have scraped the sea-wall of debris, so 
launching at Shelter No. 2 is less risky 
than at other places along the sea-wall. 
This part of the south shore protrudes out 
into the lake more than the boat launch 
does, so an easterly here will be side- 
shore and more fulfilling. 

The best spot on the south shore is the 
multi-hull beach, but Hobie Cat beach is 
a private club, its only drawback. The 
only way to utilize this little oasis is as a 
guest. The area is protected by two 
jetties, has a grass lawn to rig on, fresh 
water to wash down with, a bathroom, 
and, yes, a real nice beach. What makes 
this spot so good for easterlies? About a 
mile east, the industrial canal flows into 
the lake. On a falling tide with an east 
wind, a clean swell will build up and wrap 
around the jetties. The chop is smooth 
and at perfect angles for broad reach 
jumping. 

When the wind is from southeast to 
southwest, sailing can obviously be a.little 
frustrating since the wind is offshore and 
flaky. But if it really honks out of the 
southeast and you are stuck on this side 
of the lake, a good flat-water playground 
can be found in front of the concession 
stands on Lakeshore Drive near the 
Seabrook Bridge. The wind venturi 
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comes out of the Industrial Canal and 
blasts out into the lake You can broad 
reach here, overpowered, for several 
hundred yards. Back at Shelter No. 2, a 
venturi is felt from the mouth of Bayou St. 
John. Here the area is tighter so the wind 
can be more fluky at times. 

But the side of the lake to be on when 
the southerlies hit is the north shore The 
north shore offers several choice spots to 
rip and tear. Take the 24-mile Lake 
Pontchartrain Causeway Toll Bridge to 
Mandeville and try the town harbor play¬ 
ground. Great on a southeasterly! Two 
miles east is Fontainebleau State Park. A 
$2 entry fee is very reasonable when you 
consider the following: grass rigging, 
clean restrooms, showers in the sum¬ 
mer, and a sectioned-off area for park¬ 
ing, placing you within feet of the beach. 
This is the best spot on the whole lake for 
sailing south and southeast winds. 

If you're driving from the east on 
Interstate 10 into New Orleans, and you 
are crossing the lake, check out the 
wind. If there are white caps on the lake 
from the east or southeast, double back 
over on the Highway 11 bridge to North- 
shore. Take your first left at Carr Drive 
and then your next left at the Northshore 
Volunteer Fire Department building and 
have fun at Northshore Beach, another 
favorite spot. 

After all of this you may ask yourself, 
"Well, how do I know where to go?" Easy! 
Turn on your weather radio and listen to 
the minute-by-minute reports on wind 
speed and direction reported from three 
different locations on the lake; mid-lake, 
east-lake (Highway 11), and, occasion¬ 
ally, the Lakefront Airport. Then go from 
there. If you’re new in town, call the local 
shop, Windsurf New Orleans, at 504- 
282-2472. Owned by Chip and Liz Laibl 
and protected by their Labrador Re¬ 
triever Breeze, the shop is located at 
7350 West Roadway, New Orleans, LA 
70124, and offers all the latest in high- 
tech equipment and rentals. No wind? 
This city has a lot to offer in the way of 
culture, parties, food and drink. So 
before you come by, dry out and go on a 
diet at least a week before your arrival. 

The French Quarter is open all year 
and is a sightseeing must; be sure to visit 
at twilight when the action around the 
bars heats up. If you visit in February, you 
can catch Mardi Gras, and the renowned 
New Orleans Jazz Festival is set for April 
29 through May 8 this year. New Orleans 
is chock-full of hotels; most in the French 
Quarter are on the pricey side, but some 
on the outskirts of town are reasonably 
priced. 

The best time of the year for sailing is 
October through April. Winds range from 
12 to 15 knots and water temperatures 
range from a winter low of 45 to a spring 
high in the low 60s. Frontal systems 
during these months beat up some seri¬ 
ous chop. So you be cornin' on down to 
Louisiana! Contributed by Mark Richards 
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Maui’s Largest 
Windsurfing 
Rental Fleet! 


20*25 Knot Winds Year-round 
72-80° F Water Temperature 
80-88° F Daytime High Air Temperature 

“The best high-performance rental fleet in the world!” 

• Lesson Clinics Available - 
waterstarts, jibes, 
high wind, wave riding, 
slalom sailing. 


• Over 200 Rental Boards 

• Exchange Boards at any time - 

NO CHARGE 

• 1 Mile from Kanaha Beach Park 


© 


Neil Pr>de Sails 

mistral 


Uga A 
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COMPLETE WINDSURFING TRAVEL PACKAGES 


8 Days/7 Nights 

Airfare/Condominium Suite/Car and 
7 Great Days of Windsurfing Maui! 

• per person/double 
occupancy/midweek west coast flights 

2 Week Packages Only $1,149! 

• Non-windsurfing travelers pay only $649 for 8-day package 

• Special children’s fares 

For Windsurfing Rentals and Lessons: 

Hawaiian Island Windsurfing 

460 Dairy Rd., Kahului, Maui, HI 96732 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-231-6958 or (808) 871-4981 


CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-367-5108 

Monday-Friday 9am-5:30pm Pacific Coast Time 


Jimmy Lewis Custom Boards 
Now Available Factory Direct 
Call 1 - 800 - 231-6958 
Round Pin«Slalom«Speed Boards 
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Grand Obsession: The Curacao 
High Wind Cenler 

It was just another average day. The 
wind was blowing sideshore at 20 knots, 
temperatures were in the mid 80s, and 
water visibility was 100 feet plus. The 
swells were setting up an unending series 
of perfect three-to-five-foot jumping plat¬ 
forms and the guys in the local windsurf¬ 
ing club were grabbing air time all around 
me. 

"Average?’' you ask. "This is 
average? Where?" Surely the lesser 
gods of windsurfing aren’t powerful 
enough to influence the Big Kahuna 
himself. Can they have actually made 
Him take time out of His very busy sched¬ 
ule to create a year-round playground 
just for high-wind hounds 7 After all, the 
Big Kahuna has wars to deal with, ozone 
problems to solve, and trouble and trag¬ 
edy all over the world constantly requir¬ 
ing His attention. 

Well, fortunately for us, a long, long 
time ago the earth was a much simpler 
place, and the Big Kahuna had a lighter 
schedule. And He knew, in His infinite 
wisdom, that one day the sport of 
windsurfing would appear and become 
a terrible addiction to His people. 

This addiction, He knew, would be so 
strong that all over the world wind- 
starved people would have the power to 
bring big businesses and national 
economies to a halt. (Be honest, dear 


"^ROGER’S WINDSURF PLACE 

.ARUBA 

The place with oneof the highest wind consistency averages in the world. 

• 1988 Klepper Line • Aero Custom Boards • Windline 
Products • Exel Masts • North Sails 1988 Line • Da Kine 

• Xstreamline 

Offers: • Special one-week packages 

• Complete windsurf shop and accessories 

• Oceanfrontat best surf location on the island 

• lessons at any level 

One-week packages start as low as $299.00 
includes: —7 nights in A C Room 

—New High performance equipment 

• (week package rate based on double occupancy] 
For information or reservations call or write to: 

Roger's Windsurf Place L.G. Smith Blvd. 472 
RO. Box 46IMalmok, ARUBA PHONE: (2978)—21918 
8-10am or 8-9pm Eastern time 



Newest Sailing Hotspot! 


South Padre Island 

I f you’ve<got the board, well 
find the room. Experience 
our southeasterly winds and 
year-round tropical temperatures at 
the very tip of Texas. We can make 
your Island vacation a breeze. 
Offering the Islands largest variety 

of rental properties.Beach 

Houses. Condominiums 
and more! 


?a&ce 5\jaAa\ 
Mftauxteaao.ee 

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, TEXAS 

1»MM M-33WSUS 
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reader: how many of you have never 
called in sick for work when, after spend¬ 
ing weeks and weeks waiting for that 
perfect day, the wind finally swept in. ..on 
a Wednesday. Where I live, a strong 
weekday frontal passage will pack the 
beach with hundreds of people suffering 
from "windsurfer’s flu," who sheepishly 
mention that they “just happened" to 
have the day off and then give you that 
all-knowing smile as they joyfully rig up a 
4.3 or a 4.8 and waddle into the water like 
so many children playing hooky from 
school.) 

The Big Kahuna, knowing that His 
people must have a place where they 
can always get a fix for their powerful, all- 


consuming desire to go fast, jump high, 
and ride swells, gave His people what 
they needed. He created Curacao. 

It was obvious this was going to be a 
special trip when the ALM pilot warned 
everyone to hold onto their hats, sun¬ 
glasses, and loose items when exiting 
the jet that transported me to the island. 
My mission: to attend the grand opening 
of the new Curacao High-Wind Center. 
Curacao, the island that pioneered the 
first big-money pro/am tournament in the 
Caribbean, was about to take another 
step toward becoming one of the most 
complete high-wind destinations in the 
world. 

I came to the island knowing it was 
plenty windy (after all, Curacao sits in the 
middle of the famed ABC islands, 
flanked by Aruba to the west and Bonaire 
to the east) But I had no idea that this 
was such a unique and outstanding 
windsurfing paradise. This place has 
been kept a secret for too long. But 
perhaps this is just the Dutch way of 
waiting till everything is perfect before 
opening the doors to guests. Although 
Curacao leads the way in building the 
Caribbean race program (it should blos¬ 
som this year into a continuous multi¬ 
island circuit), they weren't quite pre¬ 
pared for the heavy influx of boardsailing , 
tourism that hit three years ago. 

The first Curacao Open drew such a 
crowd that the beach area couldn’t con¬ 
tain it all; so for the second Open last year, 


the Seaquarium beach underwent a mil- 
lion-dollar expansion that resulted in a 
nearly half-mile-long sparkling white 
sand beach, complete with beachfront 
bar-restaurant, shower facilities, and 
outdoor entertainment. And with plans for 
the third Open entering their final stages, 
the Princess Beach Hotel, host hotel for 
the race, just completed a new deluxe 
wing of ocean-front rooms and added a 
multitude of amenities to go along with the 
casino and other entertainment. 

Today the.final, and perhaps most 
important, piece of the project was about 
to be completed. A large crowd of digni¬ 
taries, locals, newspaper people, and TV 
reporters gathered to witness the honor¬ 
able Minister of Tourism proudly pour 
champagne over a new Mistral windsur¬ 
fer and officially open the Curacao High 
Wind Center (CHWC). 

And what a center! Located right on 
the edge of the sea at the Princess Beach 
Hotel, you launch from a protected site 
that places you smack in the middle of the 
area used for the actual race course 
during the event. CHWC offers an 
extensive line of new *88 Mistral boards 
and sails. And as you would expect, the 
CHWC stocks Diamond Heads, Ventu¬ 
ras, and Equipes. Although they’re not 
'88 models, the still-popular Malibu and 
Tarifa boards are also offered. The new 
center is also equipped with a 22-foot 
Aquasport chase boat that gets a lot of 
use setting out marks, because Curacao 
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GET READY FOR THE 1988 ABK’S FANATIC SAILBOARD 
RACING CAMPS WITH KATIE GRIFFITH 


Improve your windsurfing technique and 
enjoy some great camping at one of the 
beautiful camp locations. 

For more information on the ABK’s camp 
near you, CALL: 

KATIE GRIFFITH—(415) 435-5134 
ABK HEADQUARTERS—(303) 322-9859 


TOPICS covered include: Triangle racing, 
short board technique, sail and board trim, 
freestyle, water starts, race starts, rules, 
jibes, weather patterns, nutrition and 
conditioning. 


$358 covers camping facilities, meals, T- SPONSORED BY: FANATIC, WINDRIDER, 
shirt and all clinics with daily video analysis. NAMBE, DA KINE, VICTORY, A SANTE. 



mauhHauuan 


MAUI’S PRIMO RENTALS! 

• Custom shapes by Angulo Hawaii, Bob Dill, Randy French, Jimmy 
Lewis, and Adam Stanford 

• Latest Model Freedom Wave & Slalom Sails 

• Ampro, Fleetwood, Windsurfing Hawaii, DaKine 

• All equipment new or nearly new 

BREAK NEW BARRIERS ON THE BEST GEAR EVER! 


Near the airport on Maui’s famed North Shore. 

Call or write: Freedom Rentals, 55 Kaahumanu Ave„ Kahului, HI 96732. (608) 871-2662. 
CONDO PACKAGES AVAILABLE! 
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TEAM VIKING ARUBA 1987 


VIKING WINDSURFING 

1596 S. Dixie Hwy., Miami, FL 33146 
/CALVERT SKS AMPRO Q 

-^ 2 ^ &mr~* 

We also proudly carry: 

Thule, Rainbow, Dakine, O'Neill, 
Body Glove, XSL. Large selec¬ 
tion of used boards and sails 

All At The Best Prices 

When in S. Florida come and visit 
us or call the Viking Hot Line 

1-800-422-LOOP 


Reader Service No. 92 
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Boardsailing Adventures 


Presents: Performance Boardsailing Packages in the 


Columbia River Gorge 





• Oeluxe accommodations with pool and hot tub 

• Experienced guides get you to the best sailing 

• All new Gorge-tested equipment by: 




Mr. Bill* Boardsailing Adventures 

lit Oak Street, Hood River, OR 97031 503-386-6800 


is absolutely RACE CRAZY, 

So if you are an intermediate to ad- . 
vanced windsurfer looking for some great 1 
sideshore winds and a chance to really 
put a board through its entire flight enve¬ 
lope, and if beautiful rolling swells to 
cruise down suit your fancy, then the Big 
Kahuna has created Curacao just for you. 
Believe me, by anyone else’s standards 
their “average” conditions are unbeliev¬ 
able 

Complete eight-day, seven-night 
packages start at only $525 per person, 
double occupancy. For more informa¬ 
tion, contact the WindRider Travel Desk 
for Windsurfing Vacations, or Lathrop 
Sports Vacations 

All too soon my visit drew to a close. I 
left behind lots of great new friends and 
more sailing thrills than I ever thought 
possible. But I also took home fond 
memories, a whole new bunch of high- 
wind skills, and a real need to get back to 
Curacao as quickly as possible! Thank 
you, Big Kahuna, I needed that wind fix! 
Contributed by Bob Splash 

Virginia Key 

You paid your dues. You learned to 
sail your longboard, and after 100 falls 
and catapults, you even broke through 
the “ 15-knot barrier" and felt pretty smug. 
Then you were introduced to slalom 
boards... and there you were, a beginner 
again, struggling to learn to waterstart 
and contemplating the mysteries of the 
jibe. After a lot of splashing, swimming, 
and cursing, you finally got it down and 
can now speed along in flat water like 
Fred Waygood, making most of your jibes 
and waterstarting quickly after you crash. 

But you keep seeing pictures of 
Robby Flash totally airborne, and you 
want to try wave sailing. What's the next 
step? Do you book a flight to Hookipa? 
Why not try Virginia Key first? Twenty 
minutes from Miami International Airport, 
Virginia Key lies just off the Rickenbacker 
Causeway on the way to Key Biscayne, 
and when conditions are right, it is an 
excellent place for your first exposure to 
the sport of wave sailing. 

What makes Virginia Key such a good 
place to learn wave sailing? For one thing, 
there is no shorebreak to deal with. Be¬ 
ginning wave sailors can start in waist- 
deep water just off the beach without 
worrying about waves crashing over their 
heads and trashing their bodies and 
equipment before they even get started. 

In fact, there is generally flat water be¬ 
tween the beach and the breaking waves 
which allows sailors to get up good speed 
before encountering the waves. 

The nature of the waves is a second 
factor that makes Virginia Key particularly 
attractive to the beginning wave sailor. 
The inner break is spread out over a 
large area, and the most typical waves 
are not top-to-bottom crashing breakers, 
but gently peeling •'mushy ,, waves that 
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are adequate ramps for jumps and rides 
while not posing much threat of stuffing 
you into the sea bottom should you hap¬ 
pen to fall. 

The waves break over a large off¬ 
shore sandbar, and in many places you 
can easily stand up to get started again. 
The break is also irregular, which creates 
wave conditions over a wide expanse of 
water and gives you the luxury of choos¬ 
ing your wave You can either avoid the 
irregular waves in close by steering clear 
of them, or you can launch yourself off 
one of the gentle ramps in close if you 
want to impress your admirers on the 
beach 

Many of the same characteristics that 
make Virginia Key a great place to learn 
wave sailing also make it a good place to 
continue wave sailing. The lack of a 
shorebreak makes it easy to get outside 
even in the most gnarly conditions. And 
that region of relatively flat water before 
the breakers allows you to pick up speed 
and select your wave. The experienced 
wave sailor will want to pinch up into the 
wind to get out to the "tower" for the best 
wave action, and although the bottom is 
coral rock here, it’s worth the risk. 

Two additional features make Vir¬ 
ginia Key an enjoyable site to sail. There 
is always a lifeguard on duty with a 
rescue boat, and if you have an equip¬ 
ment breakdown, you won’t have to swim 
or be towed in by another sailor. Parking 
is right at the waterside, so you can rig up 
next to your car and be sailing without 
having to carry your gear a distance. 

If you are planning to visit the Miami 
area and want to sail Virginia Key, try 
sailing on a weekday when the crowds 
are thinner because the locals are at 
work. A windy weekend can easily draw 
200 sailors to Virginia Key. Luckily, it 
seems there is always one more space to 
park, and the crowd is very friendly 
(contrary to popular opinions about Mi¬ 
ami residents). 

Virginia Key is good on any wind from 
the northeast, east, or southeast. Winter 
cold fronts bring the best wind, and 
November through March are the best 
months for high-wind days coupled with 
northeast winter swells from storms in the 
north Atlantic. Summer storms some¬ 
times produce wind and waves, but the 
conditions aren’t nearly as consistent. 

Wind and surf information is readily 
available from the friendly folks at the 
Sailboards Miami rental site on Ricken- 
backer Causeway. They can save you the 
$2 Virginia Key admission if the condi¬ 
tions aren’t right or rent you the proper 
equipment if they are. The Windsurfing 
Place has a rental site on the causeway, 
and Viking Windsurfing can also rent 
what you need. 

So the next time you find yourself in 
the Miami area and you want to try wave 
sailing-or just sail at a great site with 
friendly people-come to Virginia Key! 
Contributed by Steve Callaway 


ALAN CADIZ 
CLINICS 


PRESENTED BY 
WINDRIDERAND 
HAWAIIAN SAILBOARDING 
TECHNIQUES 


DATES: APRIL 18-23 
MAY 2-7 
MAY 16-21 
LOCATION: MAUI 

INSTRUCTION: SHORT BOARD 
SAILING AND JIBING 
TECHNIQUES 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
AND RESERVATIONS CONTACT: 

THE WINDRIDER TRAVEL DESK 
800-237-9445 

305-647-2170 IN FLORIDA 




FANATIC 


Learn to boardsail or dramatically im¬ 
prove your sailing skills. Daily Beginner 
and Advanced lessons and video taping 
are complementary during your stay. 


Bed Aoerd andAoerd 

Complete line of 50 Fanatics and Mistral 
Sailboards including Cutaway and Cam¬ 
ber Induced Sails 



ailboand 


Casual, relaxed Ski Lodge type atmos¬ 
phere in a large renovated turn of the 
century Road House. Small groups of 
not more than nine sailors means lots of 
personal attention and instruction. 



Patty & Burr Horen 
The Sailboard Center 
9125 US Route 1 
Sebastiaa Florida 32958 


305-589-2671 


Circle RtadarStrvIct No. 69 



• Take an Out-Island vacation for as low as $610.00. 

• Package includes: Round Trip air from Fort Lauderdale 
to Marsh Harbour 7 nights' accommodations per person 
triple occ. Mistral equipment by Tory Strange Windsurfing 
St. Augustine and Treasure Cay Club and Cruise Air 
available from any major city. 

• Close — Safe — Easy. 

• Warm flat water or exciting wave sailing at Rush Reef. 

• For reservations or information call our staff at: 

Caribbean Watersports 
101 F Street. St. Augustine, Fla. 32084 
904-471-5558 
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$599 




Reservations 

1 - 800 - 635-1155 

In PA: 215-348-9813 


OAHU, MAUI 
BARBADOS 
DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 
ARUBA 
PUERTO RICO 
ST. BARTS 
ANTIGUA 
ST. MARTIN 


Limited availability. 
Prices subject to change 


Photo by Darrell Jones 




8th Annual 

South Padre Island—Winter Park 

BOARDSAILING BLOWOUT 

May 6-8,1988 


Friday, May 6 
Saturday. May 7 
Sunday. May 8 


Experience South Padre Island. Texas' 8th Annual 
Boardsailing Blowout on May 6*8.1988 

Triangle Races A. B. C Fleet 

Slalom Races A. B & Women’s Fleet 

Long Distance Races 14 Miles A. B & Women's Fleet 


Test your sailing skills on South Padre Island's warm waters of Laguna Madre Bay. 



1-800-992-7263 (U.S.) 


Bring this ad in to South Padre Island 
Visitor & Convention Bureau to redeem 
your tree South Padre Island board¬ 
sailing embroidered patch. All regatta 
proceeds to benefit Sea Turtle. Inc. 



THE BETTER END OFTHE ISLAND 


-800-992-4753 (TX.) 


South Padre island Visitor & Convention Bureau 


PO Box3500-V/R South Padre Island. Texas 78597 


Events 

March through May: New Yoik 
Boardsailing Spring Race Series, in Ith¬ 
aca. New York. Race 1, March 19; 
Race2, April 2; Race 3, April 16, Race 4, 
April 30, Race 5. May 14; Race 6. May 
28 All races are held on Saturdays with 
free introductory racing clinics held at 
noon (open to the public) Contact David 
McCreary at New York Boardsailing, 
1000 East Shore Drive, Ithaca, NY 
14850, or call 607-273-2560. 

April 2: Third Annual Spring Slalom. 
One of nine events in the Long Beach 
Island Surf and Slalom Windsurfing Tour, 
to be held in Brant Beach, New Jersey 
Contact Jack Bushko at 609-494-1244. 
April 4-10: Ponds Speed Sail Classic, 
The Ponds, Palm Springs, California. 
Contact The Ponds at 619-320-8625. 
April 5-12: Bic Sports Speed Trial, 
South Padre Island, Texas. Contact Bic 
Sports USA at 203-281-7877. 

April 7-8: Newport Funcup, Newport, 
Rl. Contact Rus Emerick at 203-838- 
1008. 

April 9: Fourth Annual Shell Island Shot, 
Panama City Beach A long distance 
sailboard event. For more information 
call Rick Davis at 904-234-0963. 

April 9-10: Midwinters East, in Tampa, 
Florida. Part of the Southeastern Alpha 
Windchaser Series. For more informa¬ 
tion, call Tampa Sailcraft at 813-962- 
4062, or Alpha Class Association at 619- 
758-9100. 

April 9-10: Mid-Atlantic Intercollegiate 
Sailing Association, collegiate only, at 
Robert Crown Sailing Center in Annapo¬ 
lis, Maryland. Contact Windsurfing Un¬ 
limited at 301 -951 -0705 or James Coutts 
at 301-267-3746 or 267-3747. 

April 16-17: Texas Slalom Cup, Lake 
Ray Hubbard, Rockwall, Texas. Contact 
Pat Mitchell, 214-722-1084 
April 16-17: Material World Regatta, 
Ocean City, Maryland. Contact James 
Coutts at 301-267-3746, or Windsurfing 
Unlimited at 301-951-0705. 

April 20-24: Alpha Speed Week, The 
Ponds, Palm Springs, California. Con¬ 
tact The Ponds at 619-320-8625. 

April 22-30: Nantucket Speed Trials. 
Contact Indian Summer, 617-228-3632. 
April 22-24: National Club Challenge 
Championship, in Melbourne, Florida. 
Contact the USBT at 305-242-2424. 
April 23-24: Screaming Reach, Corpus 
Christi, Texas. Contact Mark Dulaney, 
512-854-SURF. 

April 24: Conch Regatta, Mistral Cham¬ 
pionship Regatta. Contact Brooke at 
Windsurfing Key Largo, 305-451-3869 
May 5-9: Waddell Open. Pro-Am 
surfsailing at Waddell Creek, California. 
Contact Will Tracey at 408-462-3633. 
May 6-8: South Padre Island/Winter 
Park Blow-Out. Triangle, slalom, and 
long-distance races in Laguna Madre 
Bay. For more information, call 800-992- 
7263 or 512-761-6433. 
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iyi a y 7 . Mug Racs. 39-mile race from 
> palatka to Jacksonville, Florida Contact 
Sailboat Supply, 904-260-4226. 

May 7: Fourth Annual Surfsailing & Sla- 
lom Spectacular. One of two surfsailing 
events in the nine-event Long Beach Is¬ 
land Surf and Slalom Windsurfing Tour; 
held in Ship Bottom, New Jersey. Contact 
Jack Bushko at 609-494-1244. 

May 14-15: Peter Sanger Memorial 
Regatta/Mistral Florida State Champion¬ 
ships. Sanibel, Florida. The two-day 
event will include triangle, slalom, and 
long-distance for both one-design and 
open class. Contact Ben McQuire at 813- 
472-0123. 

May 12-15: Buzzards Bay Crossing, at 
Old Silver Beach. North Falmouth, Mas¬ 
sachusetts. Four-day event will include 
slalom, course, and long-distance rac¬ 
ing. Contact Peter Underwood, PO Box 
580, Marion, MA 02738; 617-540-8800 or 
617-748-1648. 

May 21-22: Big Regatta, Lake Lewis¬ 
ville. Dallas, Texas. Contact Mark Peyton, 
214-620-2377. 

May 21-22: Material World Regatta, 
Ocean City, Maryland. Call Richard 
Collins at 301-267-3746 or 267-3747. 
May 25-30: Corpus Christi Caller-Times 
US Open, at Corpus Christi, Texas. Pro/ 
Am event with over $20,000 in cash and 
prizes. Pros race May 26-30; amateurs 
race May 28-30. Contact Charles Allen, 
the US Open Committee, PO Box 9136, 
Corpus Christi, TX 78469; 512-852-7327. 

Clinics 

USBT Clinics in Melbourne, Flor¬ 
ida: 

April 11-14, speed and handling 
April 18-21, tactics and rules 
April 25-28, speed and handling 
For more information, contact USBT Clin¬ 
ics, PO Box 360804, Melbourne, FL 
32936, or call 305-242-2424. 

Neil Pryde Hawaii “All-Star”: 
Clinics featuring teamriders Fred 
Haywood, Mark Angulo, Debbie Brown, 
Kelby Anno, Dana Dawes, Patti Whit¬ 
comb, Alan Cadiz, Alex Aguera, Laird 
Hamilton, Anders Bringdal, and more. 
Instructional clinics on Maui every Satur¬ 
day. .Call Kae Elledge at 808-877-7443. 
Rhonda Smith-Sanchez US Clinic 
Tour 

April 1-3, Miami, Florida. Contact 
Windsurfing Place at 305-557-5217. 
April 8-10, Cocoa Beach, Florida. Con¬ 
tact Beth Powell at 305-784-0166. 

Katie Griffith’s Racing Camps: 

Dates and locations TBA. Contact Katie 
Griffith at 415-435-5134 or ABK Head¬ 
quarters at 303-322-9859. 

Alan Cadiz Short Board Sailing 
and Jibing Clinics: 

Maui, Hawaii. April 18-23, May 2-7, May 
I 16-21. Contact WindRider Travel Desk at 
800-237-9445 or 305-647-2170 (in Flor-. 
i ida). 

I-- 
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rw “THE BAJA SURF CLUB” 

Official 1988 Winter Demo Center for; 

DA KINE • AMPRfl — 

WINDSURFING HAWAII • GORGE TECHNOLOGY 

J^WCDEXCm N G NEW PACKAGES TO CHOOSE FROM 


gay / >>>>>>> 


I - HOTEL PALMAS DE CORTEZ, LOS BARRILES 

Tlhe best boardsailing package in Baja is back with an even more exciting program for 1987/88 
Launch from in front of your room and enjoy— 

■ Beautiful beachfront accommodations & meals 

■ A full selection of the latest performance equipment 

■ Daily high wind instruction sessions, seminars & videos 

■ Mountain biking, horseback riding, tennis, volleyball & snorkeling 

■ Mexican fiesta nights, beach bon-fires & free margaritas!! 

COMPLETE ONE WEEK PACKAGES FROM $528.00 


_ 


i T— t x . .i i 


II- HOTEL PUNTA COLORADA—“BAJA EXPLORERS CAMP” 

An excellent new alternative for experienced sailors who prefer to bring their own eauipment and 
independently explore the numerous hiqh wind sailing spots and conditions of Southern Baja's 
famous South-East Cape. Program includes: ■ Beach front accommodations & meals including 

box lunches for excursions 

■ Central location to area hot spots with great 
sailing right from Hotel 

■ Explorers Guidebook to local wavesailing, 
speed sailing & wind conditions 

■ Videos, parties & repair services for your 
equipment! 

ONE WEEK PACKAGES 
FROM 250.00 



SH;PWBEA*3 
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call toll free 

818*883-2049 
800*222-5717 
ca 800 • 551-8844 



P.O. BOX 1284 CANOGA PARK, CA 91304 
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WANTED: 

A FEW GOOD DEALERS.. 

TO CARRY WINDRIDER! 

Cany WINDRIDER the magazine of match seasonal traffic Tbke advan- 
boardsailing! Our package includes tage of our dealer program today! 
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a mmunum of 5 copies plus a free Fbr pricing and information contact 
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CALIFORNIA 

AMERICAN RIVER RECREATION. Sac¬ 
ramento (916) 635-4479. Valley’s largest se¬ 
lection of sailboards and accessories. Begin¬ 
ner to advanced high wind sailors. Sales, 
rentals and lessons. 

i CONNECTICUT 

GONE WITH THE WIND SAILING 
SCHOOL. E. Norwalk, CT. Learn the quickest 
and easiest way with our B.I.G. Certified In- 
1 structors. Directed by 8th year Master Instruc- 
•j tor. Bruce Caslowitz. Beginner-intermediate- 
advanced lessons. Extremely reasonable 
rates. Beach number (203) 852-1857. Winter 
i number (203) 762-8324. 

OCEANFLYER WINDSURFING. Author¬ 
ized dealer for F2, Tiga, SeaTrend, Neil Pryde, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, DaKine, Bare. Terzo and 
much more. Route 2, Pawcatuck, CT 06379, 
(203) 599-5694. 

OUTDOOR SPORTS CENTER. Rt. 7. Wil¬ 
ton, CT 06897 Connecticut's most complete 
and happening sailboard shop. Huge dis¬ 
plays of production and custom boards, sails, 
masts and booms. Every hot fin, ioads of wet & 
drysuits. Lessons, rentals, and repairs. Ca¬ 
noes. kayaks and camping, too. Our prices 
can’t be beat. (203) 762-8324. 
WATER-WISE. 250 Broad Street, Manch¬ 
ester, CT 06040. (203) 647-7245. WATER- 
WISE is a full-service sailboard shop provid- 
\ ing: new and used sailboards, lessons, rent- 
! als. demos, accessories from drysuits to uni- 
j versals, repairs, activewear and sailboard 
club. 

! REX SAILBOARD SYSTEMS. Full-service 
7 days year-round. Repairs-Service. 
Extensive inventory. Hard-to-find parts our 
specialty. Authorized dealer for: Jimmy Lewis, 
Bic, O’Brien, Sailboard. Freedom, Neil Pryde, 
Fleetwood. Windsurfing Hawaii, Bare, Victory, 
Thule, Yakima and much more. Visit or call our 
waterfront store for one of the best selections in 
the Northeast. 144 Water Street, S. Norwalk, 
CT 06854, (203) 838-4006. 

FLORIDA 

AAA SAILBOARDS MIAMI, INC. 

Windsurfer Beach, Rickenbacker Causeway, 
Miami. The best bayfront location! Complete 
school & certification program. Hi-Tech board 
rental, Alpha sailboard sales and test center. 
Look for our mobile pro-shop on the beach 
(305) 361-SAIL (7245). Visit us at our new 
Coral Gables location, 4031 Le Jeune Rd. 
AGUERA WIND & SURF. Beachcomber 
Hotel. 6200 Gulf Blvd., St. Pete Beach, (813) 
360-3783. Sales. Lessons. Rentals. 

BAY WINDSURFING. Panama City Beach. 
Most complete shop in Florida. Open all year. 
Sales, lessons, rentals, accessories, hot fash¬ 
ions. 2226 Thomas Dr., Panama City Beach, 
FL 32407, (904) 234-0963. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILING. 362 Magnolia 
Ave., Merritt Island, FL 32952, (305) 453-3223. 


Mistral Certified Instructors-Lessons, rentals, 
demos, repairs and sales Fleet activities 
monthly. 

FUNBOARDS, INC. SAILBOARD RENT¬ 
ALS. 500 S. Ocean Blvd., Delray Beach, FL 
33444. (305) 272-2471. 272-3036 Official 
1988 Neil Pryde and F2 Test Center. Rentals, 
hourly, daily, weekly. Sales-new and used 
boards. 

SANDY POINT SAILBOARDS. 1114 Riv¬ 
erside Drive, Holly Hill, FL 32017 (near Day¬ 
tona Beach). Full-service shop featuring Mis¬ 
tral. Fanatic. O'Brien, SeaTrend, Protec, 
Jimmy Lewis, Aerotech, Neil Pryde and A.R.T. 
Lessons, rentals, board and sail repair WE 
SHIP ANYWHERE. (904)255-4977. 
SPLASHDANCE IN NICEVILLE. North¬ 
west Florida's up-front windsurfing shop. We 
ship boards, sails, gear Jumbo masts, GIANT 
sails by Andre Novice video. 1-800-UP- 
FRONT 

WIND DANCER WATERSPORTS, INC. 

Full service on your way to the beaches Ft. 
Myers Beach, FL 33931, (813) 466-SURF 
(7873). 

WINDSURFING KEY LARGO. High per¬ 
formance sailboard shop with 2 beachside 
locations: 104100 Overseas Hwy., Key Largo. 
FL 33037 (Bayside) and at Holiday Isle Resort, 
Islamorada, FL 33036 (Oceanside). Featuring 
FLORIDA’S most complete test centers for 
NEIL PRYDE, F2, TIGA, SEATREND, ALPHA 
and HOBIE CAT. Rentals by the hour or by the 
week. Beginners and advanced programs 
available and also check out our exciting 
sailboard vacation packages where you can 
get some real tropical sailing. (305) 451-3869. 

HAWAII 

HI-TECH SAILBOARDS. 230 Hana Hwy., 
Kahului, HI 96732 and 51 Baldwin Ave., Paia, 
HI 96779. Hi-Tech offers the finest custom 
board rental fleet on Maui featuring over 100 
custom Hi-Techs plus a fleet of production 
boards. Our windsurfing school, HAWAIIAN 
SAILBOARDING TECHNIQUES, is directed by 
windsurfing champion Alan Cadiz. 
SAILBOARDS KAUAI. Kauai's best selec¬ 
tion of windsurfing equipment! Retail shop, 
top-of-the line rentals and lessons by friendly 
and informed instructors. 

SECOND WIND. The largest windsurfing 
center in Hawaii specializing in Maui quality 
used equipment. All new accessories and 
supplies. Full service. Rentals, lessons, mail¬ 
orders. storage. Located 5 minutes from 
Kanaha Beach Park. 111 Hana Hwy., Kahului, 
HI 96732. (808) 877-SHOP (7467). 
WINDSURFING WEST. 460 Dairy Road, 
Kahului, Maui, Hawaii, (808) 871-8733. Spe¬ 
cializing in high-wind instruction for beginner 
through advanced students. Learn the basics 
or improve your skills. Contact us to arrange 
your accommodations for your visit to Maui. 

ILLINOIS 

MARINE MART. 639 Ogden Ave., Downers 


Grove. IL 60515, (312) 968-6477. Mistral. 
Alpha, Aitken sailboards. O'Neill, Bare, 
Sportskin wetsuits. Complete line of parts and 
accessories FREE sailboard clinic every 
Tuesday during season [ru] 

MAINE 

SUNNY BREEZE SPORTS. Route 302, 
Naples. ME 04055, (207) 693-3867 Fanatic. 
Bic, O'Brien, Neil Pryde, Windsurfing Hawaii, 
Bare, O’Neill Parts & Clothing 

MASSACHUSETTS 

BUZZARDS BAY SAILBOARDS. On 

warm, windy Buzzards Bay-all major lines 
carried-lessons. rentals, demos. Northeast 
dealer for Hi-Per Tech slalom boards. Route 6, 
Marion, MA (617) 748-1648. 

CAPE SAILBOARDS. 661 Main St.. Fal¬ 
mouth, MA 02540, (617)540-8800. Special¬ 
izing in high performance equipment and 
service ANGULO HAWAII customs. Les¬ 
sons, rentals 

PECKS’ SAILBOARD CENTER. 3800 Rt 
28. Cotuit, MA 02635, (617) 420-1333 Mis¬ 
tral, HiFly, O’Brien, Wind & Surf custom 
boards, sails, parts and accessories. Les¬ 
sons, rentals, service & beachwear 

MICHIGAN 

HOBIE SPORTS CENTER. Gull Lake 
(Between Kalamazoo and Battle Creek), 
Richland, Ml 49083,(616)629-4507. We are 
Michigan's largest Hobie/Alpha dealer and 
stock all 12 Alpha boards including the the 
race proven 220 PRO. Rentals, demos and 
lessons offered every day. 

SURF’S UP. 2840Orchard Lake Rd., Keego 
Harbor, Ml 48320. Sales, Service, Demos 
O’BRIEN, BIC, NORTH, NEIL PRYDE. New 
and USED equipment. Great SERVICE! (313) 
681-9100 

MINNESOTA 

SAILBOARD WAREHOUSE, INC. 300 E. 

South Owasso Blvd., Dept. V, St. Paul, MN 
55117, (612) 482-9995, out-of-state (1-800) 
992-7245. Largest display of sailboards any¬ 
where at guaranteed lowest prices. KERMA, 
SAILBOARD MASTERCLASS, F2, BIC, TIGA, 
ALPHA, O’BRIEN, FANATIC, TORSAILS, 
PRYDE, O’NEILL, RONNY and much more! 
Call or write for FREE 60-page color catalog. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

WINNI SAILBOARDERS’ SCHOOL & 
OUTLET. Lessons, demos, cartop sail gear. 
687 Union Avenue, Laconia, NH 03246, (603) 
528-4110. 

NEW JERSEY 

BAYVIEW SAILBOATS. 312 Bay Ave., 
Ocean City, NJ 08226, (609) 398-3049. Eve¬ 
rything windsurfing, rentals, lessons, repairs, 
great service. 

BRIGANTINE SAILBOARDS. 406 West 
Shore, Brigantine. NJ 08203, (609) 266-2727. 
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MISTRAL. TlGA. FANATIC. NEWWAVE. NEIL 
, pRYDE. GAASTRA. Accessories, wetsuits, 
j drysuits. surfwear RENTALS and LESSONS, 

. oegmner thru advanced BAY and OCEAN 
I SAILING 

CRANFORD BOAT. THE BOARD- 
HEADS PARADISE. Equipment galore at 
great prices Fanatic/Seatrend/Pryde spe¬ 
cials this month Carryover specials available. 
Cranford. NJ. (201) 272-6991 
lake HOPATCONG SAILBOARDS. On- 
the-lake demos of trade-ins and new, includ¬ 
ing F2, KLEPPER, NEIL PRYDE, CUSTOM. 
Lake Hopatcong, NJ 07849. (201) 663-1495. 
PELICAN SAILBOARD CENTER. Rt 10 
West, Morns Plains, NJ 07950. (201) 267- 
0964 New Jersey’s largest volume Mistral, Bic 
and F2 dealership Sails by Pryde. Gaastra. 
North, Freedom and Windwing. Full stock of all 
the accessories you need by top manufactur¬ 
ers Top wetsuit brands available at six Pelican 
locations. Mail orders welcome 

NEW YORK 

LAKESPORTS. On Lake George. Huletts 
Landing, NY 12841,(518) 499-2647. Com¬ 
plete line of Mistral boards and accessories. 
Instructor certification. Second location King¬ 
ston, NY, (914) 757-4166. 

SUNDOWN SKI & SURF. Best prices on 
MISTRAL, BIC,. O’BRIEN, SEATREND, etc 
Call for PRYDE, GAASTRA, WINDSURF HA¬ 
WAII, THULE, etc Two teaching locations 
Levittown, Long Island, (516) 796-1565. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

ALANBY-OUTFITTING FOR THE OUT¬ 
DOORS. Eastland Mall at Central Avenue & 
North Sharon Amity. Charlotte, NC 28212, 
(704) 568-8048 Sales, lessons, rentals, and 
video rentals. Equipment' FANATIC, HI¬ 
TECH, MISTRAL, GAASTRA. SIMMER sails, 
FLEETWOOD, WINDSURFING HAWAII, 
O'NEILL Full clothing selection. 

HI-TECH WINDSURF. Exclusive dealer for 
JIMMY LEWIS, SEATREND, PRYDE, SIMMER, 
KILWELL, WINDSURFING HAWAII, FLEET- 
WOOD, THULE. 25 Glenway St. Charlotte- 
Belmont, NC 28012, (704) 825-4113. 

KITTY HAWK SPORTS. A Mistral Hi-Wind 
Test Center. Work and windsurf on the Outer 
Banks of N.C. in the spring, summer and fall of 
1988 Positions available on the water and in 
the pro shop. Enthusiasm more important than 
sailing skills Contact: Keith or Ralph (919) 
441-4124. Send resume: PO Box 240, Nags 
Head, NC 27959. 

OFF THE BEACH. Lessons, rentals, 
tradeins. SeaTrend, F2, Alpha, O'Brien, Naish, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra, Neil Pryde, 
Windwing, Freedom, Simmer & much more. 
Call, we probably have it! Raleigh, NC, (919) 
782-2752. 

OHIO 

WINDBREAKERS SURF CO. 114 Wester¬ 
ville Mall, Westerville. OH 43081, (614) 890- 
9008. Indian Mound Mall. Heath, OH 43056, 
(614) 522-3814. “Ohio's Finest Surf Shops,” 
MISTRAL, FANATIC, HIFLV, GAASTRA, CER¬ 
TIFIED MISTRAL SCHOOL. Complete line of 
accessories and beachwear. Open all year. 

OREGON 

BIG WINDS. A Mistral High Wind Center. 
Extensive rentals. Mistral School, and full serv¬ 
ice retail. 505 Cascade. Hood River, OR 
97031,(503) 386-6086. 

HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING. 4 4th 

Street. Hood River, OR 97031, (503) 386- 


5787. High wind specialists. Retail, school, 
rentals, repairs. Gorge travel service. FREE 
catalog. Open year-round. 

LIFE CYCLES. In the Gorge, rentals, instruc¬ 
tion, sales. Gorge vacations. GAASTRA NEIL 
PRYDE. F2, GORGE ANIMAL. 122 East 2nd 
The Dalles. OR 97058, (503) 296-9588 
MEADOWS WIND SYNERGY. Port Marina 
Park, Hood River, OR 97041, (503) 386-9463. 
The only shop on the water. Complete demos, 
rental and retail, featuring O’Neill, Fanatic, 
A R.T . Pryde, Gaastra. Launch beach on site! 
SAILBOARDS HOOD RIVER. PO 415, 
Hood River, OR 97031, (503) 386-5363. Co¬ 
lumbia Gorge Pioneers. Retail, rental, school, 
ski shop Open all year; mailorder, travel 
packages BIC, Sailboards Maui, Naish (most 
wins in Gorge history). Now in stock or by 
custom order. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

HOOKED ON WINDSURFING AT 
NESTOR’S. 2510 MacArthur Road, 
Whitehall, PA 18052. (215) 437-0341. 
Nestor’s Warming Hut and Hooked On 
Windsurfing have combined. GRAND OPEN¬ 
ING OF NEW SHOP APRIL 9th. Open year- 
round, 7 days for boards, sails, rentals, les¬ 
sons and accessories for all abilities. Fanatic, 
F2, SeaTrend, O’Brien, Mistral, Neil Pryde, 
Gaastra, Windsurfing Hawaii, O’Neill, Bare 
and Ampro in stock Call about our lesson and 
racing program 

ROSE VALLEY SPORT. 1501 Seneca Run, 
Ambler, PA 19002,(215)643-6018 Windsurf¬ 
ing Hawaii, Windwing, North, Serfiac, Kilwell, 
Bare, GUL, Bombora, Klepper, Protech Cus¬ 
toms, DaKine. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

SAILING AND SKI CONNECTION. Your 
connection to sailing fun in Myrtle Beach with 
two locations Featuring rentals, repairs, les¬ 
sons Mistral, Alpha, Hi-Tech, Ampro, Gaas¬ 
tra, Neil Pryde. Myrtle Beach, SC. (803) 626- 
SAIL. 

WIND-N-WAVE COMBINATIONS. The 

Grandstrand's Headquarters. Lessons, sales, 
rentals and accessories. Lessons for all levels. 
USYRU Instructors. We deliver new boards 
within a 250-mile radius! Route 1, Box 6-D, 
Murrells Inlet, SC 29876, (803) 651-9030. 

TEXAS 

DOCKSIDE SAIL-SURF-DIVE. 10306 
S.P.I.D., Corpus Christi, TX 78418, (512) 937- 
5451. Rentals-lnstruction. New and used 
sailboards for sale. Large accessory selec¬ 
tion. Mailorder. Assistance with lodging. 
Houseboat rentals at Bird Island. Real Estate 
sales. A full service business for 20 years. 
M.D. SAILBOARD CENTER. 3821 
Staples, Corpus Christi, TX 78411, (512) 854- 
SURF. Sailboards, accessories, lessons, rent¬ 
als. Sail tough or go home! 

ON THE BEACH. 2105 Padre Blvd.. South 
Padre Island, TX 78597, (512) 761-1194. 
Custom Tropix boards. Pryde, Simmer, Gaas¬ 
tra. North. All accessories. 

SAIL SURFING/TEXAS EXCURSIONS. 
Now located right on the water. We can help 
get you to the right place, at the right time, with 
the right equipment, so you don't waste any of 
your vacation time. One weekly rate insures 
you personal attention of Bob & Vicki Har- 
raghy, Master Instructors. Bird watchers, 
photographers, fishermen: let us help you 
pursue your other hobbies if the wind doesn’t 
blow. Surf & touring kayaks, rowing boats, as 
well as beginner to advanced sailboard rent¬ 


als. B.I.G. 5 star rated windsurfing school with 
instructor certification seminars monthly. 
WIND & WAVE WATERSPORTS. 10721 
South Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi. TX 
78418. (512) 937-WAVE. Sales, rentals, serv¬ 
ice. KLEPPER HIGH WIND CENTER. Accom¬ 
modations assistance. (512) 937-WIND for 
wind report. 

WINDSURFING GALE. Houston, TX, (713) 
529-9002. Rentals. Lessons, Sales. Demos, 
Used Equipment. Mistral. F2. O’Brien, HiFly, 
Fanatic, SeaTrend, HiTech, Windsurfing Ha¬ 
waii, Gaastra. Neil Pryde, North. 

WINDSURF, INC. PO Box 3395. South 
Padre Island, TX 78597, (512) 761-1434. Hi- 
Performance rental equipment. Neil Pryde, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Tropix Custom boards. 
Lodging available. 

VERMONT 

NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARD. 1987 s 
Eastern Retailer of the Year! PO Box 233W, 
Route 30, Jamaica, VT 05343. (802) 874-4178. 
Second store: Route 4, Rutland, VT 05701, 
(802) 773-4146. 

VIRGINIA 

WASHINGTON SAILING MARINA. 

George Washington Memorial Parkway, Alex¬ 
andria. VA 33214, (703) 548-9027. B.I.G. 5 
star rated windsurfing instructional programs, 
rentals, instructor training and certification 
programs. Bob Redmond, B.I.G. Master In¬ 
structor, teaches basic through advanced 
programs on the beautiful Potomac River in the 
exciting atmosphere of Washington, D.C. 
Minutes from downtown, easily accessible by 
Metrorail and convenient to National Airport. 
O'Brien, F2, Fanatic sailboards and equip¬ 
ment. Washington, D.C.’s professional in¬ 
struction program~"WE GUARANTEE SUC¬ 
CESS.’’ 

WISCONSIN 

BAY WINDSURFING. Division of Isthmus 
Sailboards, 4329 Nicolet Drive, Green Bay, Wl 
54301, (414) 866-9863. Wisconsin’s perform¬ 
ance specialists. Advice based on extensive 
on-the-water testing, focus on quality; service 
like you'd expect from friends. 

ISTHMUS SAILBOARDS. 2701 University 
Ave., Madison, Wl 53705, (608) 233-0660. 
Wisconsin’s performance specialists. 30 
boards displayed. Advice based on extensive 
on-the-water testing, focus on quality; service 
like you’d expect from friends. 

INTERNATIONAL 

ARUBA 

ROGER’S WINDSURF PLACE. Closest 
rental and retail shop to the best sailing spot on 
the Island. Only 200 feet from the water, with 
oceanfront rooms. Lessons and high perform¬ 
ance windsurfing packages are also offered. 
For more information, write to: Roger’s 
Windsurf Place, L.G. Smith Blvd. 472, PO Box 
461, Malmok, Aruba. Phone (01-2978) 21918. 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 
VIRGIN SURF & SAIL. Virgin Islands' 
complete sailboard, surf, sportswear shop. 
Mistral, F2, SeaTrend, O’Brien, HiFly, Wood¬ 
winds and all accessories. Certified Mistral 
boardsailing School at Chenay Bay Beach 
Resort; daily and weekly rates on cottages and 
boards. Rentals: Entire Mistral and F2 line, 
custom equipment, Ampro masts. PO Box 
3793, Christiansted, St. Croix, U.S.V.I. 00820, 
(809) 773-4810. ■ 

















■ I il III il I II I I II 1 1 ■ MI III !■——Mllll II — 

- ^ - - . ' ~j 


Quiver Syndro 


by Eric Sanford 

O ver the past year, I've gradu¬ 
ally become aware of a new 
word, or perhaps a new defini¬ 
tion for an old word having 
something or other to do with 
the sport of windsurfing. So being the 
curious type, I decided to look up this 
word in the dictionary. There it was, 
right between quittance and quivive: 
quiver. 

Quiver is defined, at least in my 
obviously antiquated Webster’s, as "a 
case for carrying arrows." It is also de¬ 
fined as “to shake with a slight trem¬ 
bling motion." I think both of these defi¬ 
nitions are correct, and here is why. 

As fate would have it, I used to be 
into archery. Yup, the old bow-and-ar- 
row, William Tell-type, which you 
learned by being designated an Indian 
rather than a cowboy when you were a 
kid, or which you learned in summer 
camp because you were too small to 
sign up for riflery. There’s also that 
fringe element of the sport which en¬ 
compasses those black-faced, camou¬ 
flage-clad warriors seen on the cover of 
Bow Hunter magazine, but I wasn't that 
much into it. 

In any event. I used to carry a 
"quiver" of arrows around. The reason 
was simple: if you had only one arrow, 
you were constantly running back and 
forth to the target to retrieve it for an¬ 
other shot, or, in my case, chasing it 
through the woods, since you missed 
the target by a mile. So I had a quiver of 
arrows, meaning perhaps a dozen. 

Total cost: $24. Big deal. 

Now we come to the other definition 
of quiver. The one which refers to 
windsurfing: to shake. Why does one 
shake, you may well ask? It's because 
of your quiver. Yup, you quiver because 
of your quiver. Well, not the stuff in it but 
rather the price tag. 

You didn't always have to quiver. In 
the beginning, around 1975 BQ (before 
quiver), all you needed was one of 
everything-a boom, a mast, a sail, a 
board. And that was quite enough, as 
lifting that board alone made me quiver. 
Then came storm sails and regatta sails 
and sale sails, and before you knew it, 
you needed a whole “quiver of sails." I 
shuddered (quivered) at the thought of 
mortgaging my house to pay for a 
quiver of sails. So I avoided buying 
them. 

But soon it couldn't be avoided any 



longer, and by 1984 it was practically 
mandatory to replace your quiver of 
sails with a new quiver every year. This 
is a process called quivering, and much 
as I hoped it wouldn't spread, it did. 

Soon you also needed a quiver of 
masts. Why? Because it seemed that 
every sail in your sail quiver needed a 
different mast in order to rig it properly. 
Your slalom sails needed a stiff bend 
and the wave sails an even bend and 
the speed sails something different and 
on and on. Soon I had a quiver of 
colored poles tied to my roof rack. 

Then, like an evil disease, the entire 
process spread. Having more than one 
sail, I quickly discovered, meant I also 
needed a quiver of booms. Different 
front end angles, different bends, differ¬ 
ent lengths. And-of course-a quiver of 
harness lines for every boom and a 
quiver of boom bras and in-hauls and 
other assorted paraphernalia. 

Leaving no stone unturned, I also 
needed a quiver of bases for the differ¬ 
ent masts and luff sleeve lengths and 
different downhauls-low for racing sails 
and higher for wave sails and some¬ 
where between low and high or up and 
down for speed sails. - Soon I also had a 
quiver of brightly colored mast pads to 
go with each base. The shop owners 
just loved seeing me come in. 

The final straw in my quiver was the 
huge assortment of boards I “needed.” 
A big board and a light-wind slalom 


board and a heavy-wind slalom board 
and a speed board and a wave board 
and a "Gorge” board and a fun board 
and a no-fun board and a bored board. 
Pretty soon the top of my car looked like 
a windsurfing warehouse and I decided 
I needed a quiver of roof racks depend¬ 
ing on which boards I was carrying 
around. 

At least I thought that was the final 
straw, but ohhhh no...there’s more. Like 
a quiver of harnesses for speed and 
waves and slalom and a quiver of wet 
and drysuits and booties and gloves 
and-newest and perhaps worst of all—a 
quiver of fins. 

Yes, fins. As if it didn't take me long 
enough to rig up each time, trying to 
figure out which base and boom went 
with which board and sail, now I have to 
figure out which size and style of fin to 
use. I’m beginning to quiver again. I 
need, I am assured by my knowledge¬ 
able associates, a complete selection 
of sizes and shapes of fins to match my 
board, sail, and the wind conditions 
exactly each time I go near the water. 
My fin quiver is now bulging. 

The only thing now missing in my 
quiver is a quiver of caddies to carry all 
this junk. I guess I need a board caddy 
and a mast caddy and a sail caddy and 
a fin caddy and... • 

Eric Sanford is a freelance writer/photogra¬ 
pher who lives-and sometimes quivers-in 
Hood River, Oregon. 
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Designed by 
World Cup Champion 
Stephan Van den Berg, the 
Electric Rock offers the perfect com¬ 
bination of a Hawaiian wave board and a 
European slalom board. With soft rails in the nose 
and hard rails in the tail, the Electric Rock delivers excellent 
speed and carving possibilities. 

A new manufacturing process called ACE TEC (for advanced com¬ 
posite engineered technology) gives the Electric Rock its powerful 
combination of speed and early planing. Developed by BIC Sport, 
ACE TEC manufacturing combines two sophisticated materials — 
carbon fiber and Kevlar — to produce boards that are lighter, stronger, and faster. With 
ACE TEC manufacturing, state-of-the-art BIC Sailboards deliver technology, performance, 
and reliability. 


When conditions become radical, your choice of weapons is simple. 

the Electric Rock. 



Length: 2.65 m. 

Width: 0.58 m. 

Volume: 1021. 

Weight:* 8 kg. 

Mastfoot: Mastbox System. 

Skeg: Cut out. 

Footstraps: 4Neoprene 
Adjustable. 

Scoop: 0.23 m. 

Shape: Quadro Concave. 

'Weight: Hull with inserts and mast tracks, 
without daggerboard, skeg, footstraps and 
mastfoot. 


BIC sport U.S.A., 1020 Sherman Ave., Hamden, CT 06514 203-281-7877 
BIC Sport Canada, 78 Steelcase Rd. West, Markham, Ontario L3R1B2 416-475-5900 
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